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PUBLISHER'S NOTE 


There are over 80 Topic Collections in the Mass-Observation Archive at the 
University of Sussex covering issues ranging from Anti-Semitism and 
Commodities to Leisure and Work. These represent surveys and 
investigations carried out by Mass-Observation mainly between 1937 and 
1949, with some later files for the 1960s and 1970s. 


Together with the Worktown Collection these represent the raw material of 
the Mass-Observation Archive. Some of this was worked up into a polished 
form in the Publications which appear in Part 1 of this project. Brief details 
also appeared in the File Reports, some of which have been published in 
microfiche. But this is the first time that Topic Collections have been 
published in their entirety, giving scholars an opportunity to re-examine and 
re-interpret the extensive evidence that was gathered in the form of 
transcribed conversations, questionnaires, ‘overheards’ (literally overheard 
remarks), and reports. The files are also an important source of ephemeral 
evidence as observers gathered many pertinent pamphlets, leaflets, news 
cuttings and other evidence (including transcribed graffiti). 


Coverage of the Topic Collections commenced with Part 4 and 5 of this 
project, which focussed on social welfare and living conditions, covering: 
Reconstruction, Family Planning, Health, Day Nurseries, Adult & Higher 
Education, Post-War Hopes, Public Administration & Social Services in 
Wartime, Beveridge Report Surveys, Housing, Work, Fuel and Food. 


Parts 6-8 offered material on the Home Front During World War II, and topics 
such as: Evacuation, Youth, Children & Education, Women in Wartime, Anti- 
Semitism, Air-Raids, Propaganda & Morale, the 1940 London Survey, 
Conscientious Objection, Pacifism, Forces, Gas Masks and Dogs in Wartime. 


Part 9 offered material on Shopping, Personal Appearance & Clothes, as well 
as the Co-operative stores survey, Commercial Advertising and Commodities. 


This tenth part looks at Leisure and Entertainment, 1937-1951 including: 


Holidays, 1937-51 (TC 58) (2 boxes); 

Leisure, 1940-47 (TC 80, 6 boxes); 

Live Entertainment, 1938-1948 (TC 16, 6 boxes); 

Music, Dancing and Jazz, 1939-41 (TC 38, 8 boxes); 

Sport, 1939-47 (TC 82, 2 boxes); 

Astrology & Spiritualism, 1938-47 (TC 8, 1 box); 

Wall-chalkings, Jokes, Games and Jigsaws, 1937-41 (TC 41, 1 box) 


This will provide a treasure trove for social historians studying a wide range of 
cultural phenomena. 


The section on holidays takes us back to another age when foreign holidays 
were a rarity. The following account is typical of the novelistic detail to be 
found in the reports, which also convey the emotions of the subjects: 


‘At 4pm the shadows were creeping over me so | thought it was time for a 
bathe, so | dressed in slacks and went down. There was a bit of wind. | went 
Straight in for five minutes then lay full length on the shingle. There was less 
than a dozen in, but dozens lying on the beach. | shivered for a bit, then at 5 
the sun went in, there being much cloud, so | decided to have another bathe 
(just in and out) and walked home. We change in canvas huts.” 


There are descriptions of mill towns, where up to two thirds of the population 
go off on holiday at the same time — many to the same destination. There are 
reports of holiday camps and the industrialization of leisure — described by 
one observer as “a perfect opportunity to observe the consumers of mass- 
produced commodities.” There are accounts of changing habits in betting and 
smoking and of the ways in which workers save up throughout the year for 
their week in the sun (or the nearest they could get to it). 


The section on Live Entertainment starts with an in depth investigation of life 
at the circus and in fun-fairs. The observers talk with the owners, the artistes 
and the public who attend. There are even diary accounts of life on the road. 
There is also much on Pantomime, Music Hall, Cabaret and Theatre. Many 
Original programmes are included and contemporary cuttings, which provide a 
useful contrast to the records of observers. The humour in pantomimes is 
analysed in detail, including a note on all topical political references. 
Productions discussed run the full gamut from nude women in ‘artistic poses’ 
at the Windmill, to the latest performances of the Polish ballet. There are 
reports from theatres in Blackpool, Bridlington, Cambridge, Leeds, Liverpool, 


London, Newcastle, Northampton, Oxford, Sheffield, Southport, and 
Worcester. 


The section on Music, Dancing and Jazz will be of great interest to all those 
studying popular music and the emergence of swing and be-bop. There are 
detailed reports on the goings on at Peckham Pavilion and the Streatham 
Locarno, as well as in Bolton, Brighton, Canterbury, Ipswich, and Liverpool. 
Dance crazes such as the Lambeth Walk and the Chestnut Tree 
(immortalized by Orwell in 7984) are described in photographs and words. 
The Jazz reviews are tremendous. For instance: 


“Coleman Hawkins. 2.4.39 

Obs. impressions of his playing ... 

1 Colossal impression of energy ... 

2 The rasping sound which he produced ... 
3 The deep breaths which he took ... 

4 His style of playing ...” 


The review is thorough and appreciative. 


There is also excellent material on night clubs, Denmark Street, music 
publishers, and dancing - as well as a good collection of sheet music and 
music advertising. 


The section on Sport starts with a series of reports on the effect of the war on 
sport in Britain. There are files on angling, athletics, billiards, cricket, darts, 
football, golf, greyhound racing, horse racing, pigeon racing, rowing, rugby, 
snooker, speedway and swimming. These include many first-hand 
descriptions of matches and the crowds in attendance. For instance: 


“Arsenal were two up before half-time. Compton, D., smashing a shot from 
the penalty line, and for his second , shooting low into the net after an 
amazing dribble past at least five men.” 


This was a great period for Arsenal, with Leslie and Dennis Compton scoring 
14 goals in 3 matches! 


The box on astrology and spiritualism has material concerning psychic 
phenomena, psychometry and fortune telling, but is largely concerned with 
almanacs and horoscopes and popular perceptions regarding these. 


The final box contains a wide variety of disparate, but interesting, files. These 
include: 


Wall chalkings — an analysis of graffiti and street paintings; 
Jokes — taken from air-raids, the music hall, soldiers and elsewhere — 
in its own way, a barometer of public taste; 
Children’s games — observed and described; 
e Toys — with catalogues from Harrod’s and Hamleys; 
e Jigsaw puzzles — describing the most popular designs. 


Countless study topics are suggested by even a casual glance through the 
files and the joy of the Mass-Observation files is that they are full of 
compelling, detailed accounts of moments in the lives of ordinary people. 


William Pidduck 
January 2004 


TECHNICAL NOTE 


Our microform publications are prepared and produced in accordance with 
recommended and established guide-lines for the production of microform of superior 
quality. These conform to the recommendations of the standard guides to good 
microforming and micropublishing practice. 


Attention should be drawn to the nature of the original material. These records feature 
many common problems such as showthrough, curvature, staining and variable inking. 
There are some crumpled and torn pages. News clippings and photographs cause 
different problems for filmers due to their size and tonal range. There are also large 
tabulation sheets, which have often been written on with light pencil. Every effort has 
been made to minimise these difficulties and some openings are microfilmed more than 
once in an attempt to bring out all the features of the original. Nevertheless these 
Original characteristics present difficulties of image and contrast which stringent tests 
and variations of density cannot entirely overcome. 


The most responsible care has been exercised in the filming of this unique collection and 
every effort has been made to ensure that this microform publication meets the 
standards established by the Association for Information and Image Management (AIIM) 
and the American National Standards Institute (ANSI). 
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LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 1938-48 


TC 16: 6 boxes 

The collection also includes a number of posters which are kept in a separate 
folder. Some theatre reports for 1946-48 can be found in Topic Collection 
17/15/| (FILMS) 

BOX 1: FUNFAIRS (AMUSEMENT ARCADES) 1940-46; THE CIRCUS 1944 
16/1/A: Funfairs (Amusement Arcades) 1940 


Reports/observations (KB, SS, CP) in London-Fulham, Oxford Street, Putney, 
Leicester Square, Tottenham Court Road, Charing Cross Road 


16/1/B: Epstein's Adam-Sports Garden, Oxford Street, London 

Report (HP) 17.1.40 

Press cutting Evening Standard 21.12.39 

Postcard 

2 catalogues 

16/1/C: Funfairs (Amusement Arcades) 1941 Reports 
Reports/observations (DS) November 1941 Fulham, Putney, Hammersmith, 
Wardour Street, Coventry Street, Edgeware Road, The Strand, Kilburn High 
Road 

16/1/D: Funfairs (Amusement Arcades) 1942-43 

Ad for Fete & Funfair, Ealing 3.8.42 

Amusement Arcade, Shepherd's Bush report 14.7.43 

16/1/E: Oxford Street Funfairs/Exhibitions 1946 

"The Crown Jewels of England (replicas)" report & leaflet (GST) May 46 


"Battle for Bread" report and exhibition leaflets 1-3 


"Epstein & the Mermaid", "Jacob & the Angel" report & leaflet for "Jacob & the 
Angel" 


Oxford Street Fairground report (GST) 3.8.46 


Note on Butlin's Windows, Oxford Street (GST) May 46 


"Winchester Rifle Range" report (GST) May 46 

“The War In Wax" report (GST) May 46 

"Crime Does Not Pay" report (GST) May 46 

16/1/F: Correspondence/instructions for circus investigation 1944 
3 letters undated Margaret Holland to Bob 

Instructions for investigation 

Plans for layout of report 

Letter to Margaret Holland from one of the circus performers 

16/1/G: Notes/rough drafts for circus report 


Reco's Circus-history, personalities in brief and in more detail, children & 
education, morality, shopping, slang, jobs, wages 


16/1/H: Notes/rough drafts for circus report 
Reco's Circus-transport, grumbles & disputes, wagons 
Day's Routine Sept 44, Week's Routine 27.8.44-3.9.44 


Zoo Market 13.9.44, the animals, advertising 


Description of tight rope/lion act, comedy highwire act, comedy riding act, 
lasso act 


Diary dated between 6.9.44 & 21.9.44 

Accidents/miscellaneous anecdotes Aug/Sept 44 

16/1/i: Programme/typed copies for circus report 

Programme 

Personalities (3 copies) Sept 44 

Artistes-Herbert Reco & description of highwire act 

More detailed description of artistes-Reco, Reg Robinson (2 copies), Cook (2 
copies), Mrs Cook (2 copies), Rene Cook (2 copies), Gordon Cook (2 copies), 


Stanley Mason, The DeMarnes (part report). Tommy Ross 


"Reco: Comedy Riding Act" (4 copies) Sept 44 


"Before the Matinee: Speech by De Marne" 

"Petty Quarrels, Grumbling, Road Marking, Leading Wagon" 26.8.44 
"Zoo Market" 13.9.44 

16/1/J: Typed copies for circus report 

"Day's Routine (One Day Stand)" 

"Week's Routine: week beginning 27.8.44 & ending 3.9.44" 
Diary 6.9.44 to 21.9.44 

"Miscellaneous, Sept 1944" (3 copies) 

"Miscellaneous" (3 copies) 

"Miscellaneous Anecdotes" (3 copies) 

BOX 2: PANTOMIME 1939-42 

16/2/A: General Notes, Pantomime Reports 


Report-general tendencies, propaganda, jokes, songs, responses, note on 
"Cinderella" (2 copies) (LE) 30.1.40 


Pantomime Report-shows seen, method used, war references, non-war jokes, 
songs, general tendencies (2 copies) (LE) 6.3.40 


Notes for Pantomime Report 1940-41 

War references (KT) 8.3.41 

16/2/B: Pantomime Reports and Programmes 1939-40 

“Pool Pantomime" report, press cutting (HP) 27.12.39 

"Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs" report & programme (HP) 28.12.39 
"The Sleeping Beauty" report (HP) 30.12.39 

"Who's Taking Liberty?" Report 1 (2 copies) programme (LE) 30.12.39 
"Cinderella" Report 2 (2 copies) programme (LE) 2.1.40 

"Cinderella" Report 3 (2 copies) programme (LE) 4.1.40 


"Aladdin" Report 4 (2 copies) programme (LE) 4.1.40 


"Cinderella" Report 5 (2 copies) programme (LE) 19.1.40 


16/2/C: Heil Cinderella 1940 


Report (2 copies) programme (HP) 3.1.40, press cuttings Daily Express, The 
Sketch, The Tatler, The Bystander, correspondence over the lyrics, press 
releases 


16/2/D: Pantomime Reports and Programmes 1940 

"Mother Goose" Report 1 (2 copies) 2 programmes (LE) 26.12.40 
"Cinderella" Report 2 (2 copies) programme (LE) 7.1.41 

"Aladdin" Report 3 (2 copies) programme (LE) 8.1.41 

"Cinderella" Report 4 (2 copies) programme (KT) 4.3.41 
"Aladdin" Report 5 (2 copies) programme (KT) 4.2.41 

"Jack The Giant Killer" Report 6 (2 copies) programme (KT) 27.2.41 
16/2/E: Pantomime Report and Programme 1942 

"Jack and Jill" report & programme HP 19.1.42 

BOX 3: MUSIC HALL 1938-44; THEATRE REPORTS 

16/3/A: Music hall Volunteers 

List of music hall volunteers 24.10.38 

23 responses from volunteers 1938 

16/3/B: Music hall Attendances Survey 1938 


Report of survey Nov/Dec 38-tables/questionnaire responses (HB) 6.11.38 & 
7.12.38, (LT) 8-9.12.38 


16/3/C: Music hall and the War 

Notes on Music hall work (propaganda) (LE) 5.2.40 

Music hall Report (LE) 4.3.40 

Memo on War Reference in Music hall (2 copies) (LE) 4.6.40 
Note on the Royal Family in Music hall (LE) 27.6.40 


Music hall trade (LE) 31.7.40 


Criterion music hall-how coping with the war (LE) 14.9.40 

Memo (KT) 10.2.41 

Memo on Music hall (2 copies) (KT) 24.2.41 

Notes on Music hall Jan-Sept 41 (LE) 15.9.41(Doncaster) 

Music hall Report (LE) 27.6.42 

Note (LE) 5.3.44 

16/3/D: Reynolds and Co-Suppliers of Music hall Material 
Cyril Fletcher & His Monologue-"Dreamin' of Thee" ad on a card 
"Extracts from Reynolds & Co's Catalogue of Humour" catalogue 
"Reynolds & Co's Art Songs" catalogue 

"Reynolds & Co's Musical Monologues" catalogue 


"Reynolds & Co's The Finest Musical Monologues Published for Years as 
Broadcast by Nosmo King" catalogue 


"Reynolds & Co's Latest Publications" ad 
"Songs and Monologues Sung and Broadcast by John Rorke" ad 


"Reynolds & Co's Classified List of Character Songs, Monologues etc." 
catalogue 


"Reynolds & Co's Concert Party Albums" catalogue 
16/3/E: Music hall Reports/Programmes 1939-40 


"The Little Dog Laughed" report & programme (TH) 31.9.39 (5 copies songs 
from the show) 


"Young England" report HP 15.11.39, (LE) 16.11.39 3 programmes 


"Young England" letter Beryl Cross to (TH) 16.12.39, includes references to 
German refugees 


"Old Soldiers Never Die" part of report & programme (LE) 27.3.40 
"Diversion" report & programme (LE) 4.11.40 


Memo Edith Evans in "Diversion" (LE) to TH, 5.11.40 


16/3/F: Music hall Reports/Programmes 1940 

"Eve on Parade" Report 1 (2 copies) programme (LE) 17.1.40 
“Caprice Parisien" Report 2 (2 copies) programme (LE) 22.1.40 
"Revudeville 129" Report 3 (2 copies) programme (LE) 24.1.40 
“Going Gay" Report 4 programme (LE) 25.1.40 

"Haw Haw" Report 5 (LE) 31.1.40 

"Splashes" Report 6 programme (LE) 17.5.40 


“Turn Up The Lights" Report 6 (2 copies) programme & 4 pages extracts from 
the show 


"Come Out To Play" Report 7 (2 copies) programme (LE) 2.2.40 
"Home Service Scandals" Report 8 (2 copies) programme (LE) 13.2.40 
“Don't Blush Girls" Report 10 & programme 


"Strip Please" report (programme & second copy of report in file on nudity in 
the theatre, 16/4/H) 


"We're In The Army Now" report & programme (LE) 20.8.40 

"Black Velvet" report & 2 programmes (LE) 9.8.40 

“Thumbs Up, Girls" report & programme (LE) 1.8.40 

16/3/G: Reports 1942-43 

Variety Show Report, Streatham Hill Theatre (LE) 17.12.41 

Variety Show Report, Streatham Hill Theatre & programme (LE) 8.5.42 
Report: Evening at the Chelsea Palace GST 30.7.43 

"It's Foolish But It's Fun" report GST 31.7.43 

“London After Dark" report 25.10.43 

16/3/H: Provincial Reports: Shows/Condition of Theatres 1939-42 
Letter undated-Glyndebourne 


"Mirth & Beauty" report (JC) 5.12.39 Bolton 


Letter to TH-the theatre in Oxford 4.2.40 

Letter to (TH) From P Farnell-the theatre in Birmingham 

Letter to (TH) from P Farnell-the theatre in Birmingham 25.2.40 

Report from W White-the theatre in Dublin 25.1.40 

"The Passing of the Third Floor Back" report (BA) 29.7.40 

Variety Report (GW) 21.10.40 Oxford 

N'Gai & Bud Ritchie report (JA) 16-18.7.40 Worcester 

"Glad To Meet You" report (LE) 6.4.42 Donnington 

"Venus Comes To Town" report & programme (LE) 6.6.41 Wolverhampton 
"Fresh Faces" report & programme (DH) 1.12.42 Prestwich 

"One For The Road" report & programme (LE) 8.8.42, Northampton 

16/3/l: Opera 

Note on Choral Union rehearsal of "The Messiah" Bolton 14.11.39 & 16.11.39 
"The Barber of Seville" report & programme (JC) 28.2.40 

16/3/J: Ballet 

Anglo/Polish Ballet report & programme & 2 tickets (DH) 2.12.40 


The Ballet Group at The Little Theatre report & part of report (VW) 10.2.41, 
programme 


Invitation from The Ballet Group to attend a reception & private performance 
of the "New Ballet" 


16/3/K: Theatre Reports 

“The Devil's Disciple" report & programme (VW) 14.8.40 

Report on Shakespeare Season at the Strand Theatre (LE) 15.10.40 
"Chu Chin Chow" report (DH) 31.8.40 


"While The Sun Shines" (premier) report undated 


16/3/L: BBC Music hall 1944 

Variety Radio Show Report (LB) 25.11.44 

Variety Radio Show Report (GST) 2.12.44 

BOX 4: NOTES ON ASPECTS OF THE THEATRE AND MUSIC HALL 
16/4/A: General/Effects of the War 

Rough notes/shorthand, card from Herbert (HH) re theatre book 

TH to George Black (General Theatre Corporation Ltd) 7.12.38 

George Black to (TH) 8.12.38 

Notes for treatment of the theatre 


Reports of interviews with Cicely Courtneidge, Gordon Harker, John 
Clements, Barbara Babington, Nancy Price (VB) 1939 


General-plays produced since the war (LE) 14.4.40 

Note on theatre trade (LE) 7.8.40 

Copy of ad outside theatre booking office London (2 copies) (TH) 16.8.40 
The Star-cutting "Londoners Walked Home Singing" 27.8.40 

Air Raids and the theatre (VW) 14.9.40 

Theatre & the blitz (4 copies) (VW) 23.10.40 

Theatre Report-the blitz (VW) 24.10.40, 1 copy & part report 

List of plays in production since the outbreak of war (VB) 16.1.40 

Note on Royal Academy of Dramatic Art-effect of the war (VB) Jan 1940 
Excerpts from The Stage , 18.1.40 (VB) 


Behind the scenes at the Wyndham Theatre and the Tavistock Theatre (VB) 
Jan 1940 } 


TH to Theatrical and General Advertising Co 9.1.40 
Priscilla (PN) to Betty on theatre material 17.10.40 


Memo on Entertainment (LE) 14.2.42 


Note from (LE) 11.5.42 

Notes on Entertainment (LE) 17.8.42 

16/4/B: Extracts From The Press 

Daily Express "Askey v Admiral" 31.10.39 

The Star"He Had To Sleep With His Boots On" 18.11.39 

Evening Standard "Ice Skater Could Not Pay For Boots" 28.11.39 
Evening Standard "Elsie & Doris Waters" 28.11.39 

Evening Standard "Lady Precious Stream" 29.11.39 

The Listener" The Theatre These Days" Lionel Hale 30.11.39 

The Listener (cutting) "The Theatre These Days" Lionel Hale 30.11.39 
The Stage "West End Stage" 7.12.39 

War-time Drama Nov 1939 Ed "War-Time Position of Theatre" (2 copies), 
"General Statement of War-Time Position of Theatre", "Denial Competition 
With Pros & Statement of Own Position" (1 copy and part of copy) 
War-time Drama Jan 40 "Play Readings" L Millard, "Notes and News" 
16/4/C: Scripts 

"Winning The War" Arnold Freeman (marked ‘Sheffield’) 


"Swelling The Labour Vote" 


Script of a mock trial performed at 10 Hertford St, London W1 in conjunction 
with a staff party Dec 1941 


16/4/D: Employment in the Theatre 


National Association of Theatrical & Kine Employees to VB-working conditions 
for electricians etc 24.1.40 


“Terms & Conditions of Employment in W End Theatres" 


“Terms & Conditions of Employment for Twice-Nightly Performances in W 
End Theatres" 


16/4/E: Theatre Queues 1940 


“Once A Criminal" report on play and queue outside the theatre 20.7.40 


Suggestion for study of theatre queues 22.7.40 

16/4/F: Theatre Clubs 

The Unity Theatre 

Letter to members (2 copies) Nov 1939 

Ad for "Plant In The Sun" and "Waiting For Lefty" 21.1.40 
2 ads for "The Star Turns Red" marked 15.3.40 & 21.3.40 
Letter to lapsed members 19.4.40 re "The Star Turns Red" 
"The Star Turns Red" programme (NM) 25.5.40 

‘An Urgent Personal Appeal' re "The Star Turns Red" 
Unity Theatre Handbook (LE) May 1940 

"Distant Point" 2 programmes marked Aug 1940 & NM 16.7.40 
"Gay Nineties Music hall" ad (NM) 16.7.40 

London Playgoers Club 

Application for membership 


Letter to members, ad for "Major Barbara" & "Mandragola" 15.12.39 


The Arts Theatre And Ballet Club 

Application form 

Report on Lunch Ballets (VW) 20.9.40 

Forthcoming performances Sept-Oct 1940 

Lunch Ballet (Ballet Rambert & London Ballet) Sept 1940 

The Neighbourhood 

Application card 

Membership card, VB Ward, August 1941 

Publicity letter undated from the Director of Publicity (2 copies) 


The Neighbourhood-report (2 copies) (VW) 20.8.40 


Brief report (VW) 24.1.40 

Forthcoming performances 

Programme 

16/4/G: “Careless Talk” 

Leslie Henson to (TH) 11.7.40 

TH to Leslie Henson 12.7.40 

Leslie Henson to (TH) 17.7.40 

Versions of "Careless Talk" 

Note on 'Mass-Observation' joke in "Up & Doing" 
16/4/H: Nudity in the Theatre 

Letters to the Daily Telegraph April 1940 

"Strip Please" report & programme (LE) 24.7.40 
"Gaieties De Montmartre" ad for audition & ad for show 
16/4/l: Refugee Shows 


Invitation from The Free German League of Culture in Great.Britain "English 
_ Actors To Their Friends" 18.2.40 


“English Actors To Their Friends" programme 18.2.40 
2 programmes for The Viennese Theatre Club 

16/4/J: ENSA Press Cuttings and Reports 

3 press cuttings Jan 1940-shows for the BEF 


"ENSA Show On The Steps of St Paul's" report & 4 press cuttings (CM) 
25.9.42 


ENSA report (LE) 6.2.44 
16/4/K: Press Cuttings 1939-40 


Selection of press cuttings-reviews, reports, pictures & report on audience 
reaction to Gracie Fields (LE) 20.8.40 


16/4/L: Sunday Opening of Theatres 

History (DS) 

Quotations from interviews 

"God And Public Opinion" 20.1.41 

Memo to (TH) 27.3.41 

Report on Public Meeting in S Kensington 

Note on Sunday Opening Of Theatres, etc in Scotland 
Analysis of QQ in News Quota 20.3.41 


Analysis Sheets 


Questionnaire responses carried out Jan/April 1941 (DH, CF, KT, DS, HH) in 
London, Oxford and Epsom 


Press cuttings about Sunday Opening 

Rough notes 

16/4/M: Correspondence-Violet Bazalgett 

V Bazalgett to (TH) 30.1.40 

J Huxley to (TH) 29-30.10.40 

16/4/N: Miscellaneous Material 

Page from Lilliput 

Daily Telegraph 18.9.40 

Note paper-unused, rough notes (some in shorthand) 
Card to TH from AF Le Play House 


The Stage 12.1.50 


BOX 5: PROGRAMMES/ADVERTISEMENTS: LONDON AND PROVINCIAL 
THEATRES 


16/5/A: London Programmes/Advertisements 


Streatham Hill Theatre: Programmes 

"Desire Under The Elms" (LE) June 40 

"Second Helping" (C) Oct 39 

"Fair & Warmer" March 40 

"French Leave" (LE) April 40 

"Funny Side Up" May 40 

"Runaway Love" (LE) April 40 

"Ladies in Retirement" (LE) Aug 40 

"The Body Was Well Nourished" (LE) July 40 

"Cottage To Let" (LE) July 40 

"The Police Are Anxious" (LE) July 40 

"What Say They" (C) Feb 40 

"Gilbert & Sullivan" March 40 

"St Joan" (C) Sept 39 

“The Good Natured Man" (C) Sept 39 

"Romeo & Juliet" (C) Sept 39 

"Shephard's Pie" (C) Oct 39 

Other Theatres 

"Under Your Hat" programme (C) Jan 40 Palace Theatre 
"Chu Chin Chow" programme (DH) 31.8.40 Palace Theatre 
“The Importance of Being Earnest" ad & programme 1940 Globe Theatre 
"The Beggars' Opera" ad & 2 programmes 1940 Haymarket Theatre 


"French Without Tears" ad Sept 40 New Coliseum Theatre 


"White Horse Inn" programme (LE) June 40 The Coliseum 

"Me & My Girl" programme Victoria Palace 

"New Faces" programme (LE) May 40 Comedy Theatre 
"Judgement Day" 2 programmes Phoenix Theatre 

"Up & Doing" 2 programmes 1 marked TH, (LE) Aug 40 Saville Theatre 
"Shakespeare Season" ad Kingsway Theatre 

"While Parents Sleep" programme (CP) May 40 Kingsway Theatre 
"Shephard's Pie" programme (CP) May 40 Princes Theatre 
“Thunder Rock" programme (RF) The Neighbourhood Theatre 

"A House In The Square" programme (NM) May 40 St Martin's Theatre 
"All Clear" programme 4.1.40 Queen's Theatre 

"Rebecca" programme Queen's Theatre 

"Ghosts" programme The Duchess Theatre 

"Doctor Faustus" 2 programmes 21.3.40 Rudolf Steiner Hall 
"Running Riot" programme Gaiety Theatre 

16/5/B: London Programmes/Advertisements 

Theatre Guide of London 13-18.5.40 

"The Cave of Harmony" ad 10.5.40 The Arts Theatre Club 

"Sound Films at Fulham Central Libraries" ad 19.2.40 

“Ram Gopal" 2 ads Dec 39 Vaudeville Theatre 

"Great Expectations" ad Dec 39 The Actors' Company 


“Major Barbara", "Abraham Lincoln", "Desire Under The Elms" 2 ads for each 
play London Mask Theatre 


Keith Prowse-theatre ticket supplier-2 envelopes, ticket, booklet "Keith 
Prowse Programme"(TH Dorchester Hotel) 


"The Playboy of the Western World" ad Mercury Theatre 


"A New Comedy of Errors" 2 ads 8.5.40 Mercury Theatre 
"Mandragola" ad & programme Mercury Theatre 
"Murder In The Cathedral" programme Mercury Theatre 


"The Jersey Lily" ad April 40, "Les Parents Terribles" ad May 40, "Boys In 
Brown" ad 


"Searchlights" ad (HP) 27.8.40 Granville 

Gilbert & Sullivan ad Golders Green Hippodrome/ Streatham Hill Theatre 
"The Yeoman of the Guard" ad 5.2.40 

"The Body Was Well Nourished" ad (HP) 28.8.40 Lyric Theatre 
"Swinging The Gate" ad (HP) 23.8.40 Ambassadors Theatre 
"Full House" ad (CP) 26.7.40 King's Theatre 

"Abraham Lincoln" ad May 40 Westminister Theatre 

"Eve Sur Parade" programme (LE) May 40 Empress Brixton 
"Noah and the Waters" programme June 40 Richmond LBC 
1940 ticket & ad for The Old Vic and Sadlers Wells 

"King Lear" 4 ads April 40 The Old Vic 

"The Tempest" ad (LE) May 40 The Old Vic 

1940 The Old Vic & Sadlers Wells 3 ads 

"Casey's Court" & pantomimes ad Dec 40 Metropolitan Theatre 
The Palladium programme, 1939 

"Meet The Girls" ad May 40 South London Palace 

“We'll Be There" ad 29.1.40? New South London Palace 

"Don't Be Rough Sergeant" ad Sept 40 Feldmans Theatre 
Locarno Streatham Variety ad (LE) June 40 

"Strip Please" ad (LE) July 40 Empress Brixton 


The Palladium programme (LE) June 40 
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"Une Nuit Excitante" ad (LE) Aug 40 South London Palace 

Stoll Empire Hackney ad Aug 40 

"Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs" ad Jan 40 Empress Brixton 
Holborn Empire Variety programme Aug 40 

"Pacific 1860" Theatre Royal, Drury Lane 


16/5/C: Provincial Programmes/Advertisements 


Leeds: sent by Masson 


Leeds Grand Theatre and Opera House: 
"Gaslight" ad 40 
"The Women" programme Nov 39 
Vic-Wells Ballet programme Oct 39 
"Dear Octopus" programme Feb 40 


"In Good King Charles's Golden Days" programme Mar 40 
Theatre Royal 


"The Importance of Being Earnest" programme April 40 


Sheffield: sent by Gardner & Masson 


Sheffield Lyceum Theatre: 
"Passing Brompton Road" ad Oct 40 
Gilbert & Sullivan programme Mar 40 


Newcastle Upon Tyne 


Theatre Royal: 
Shakespeare Season ad Nov 39 
"What Say They" programme April 40 


Oxford 


New Theatre: 
"You, of All People" Nov 39 


Cambridge 
Festival Theatre ad 39 
"Distinguished Gathering" programme Aug 40 Arts Theatre Cambridge 


Northampton: sent by O Burbrooke 


Northampton Repertory Theatre: 
"The Price of Wisdom" programme June 40 
"The Man Who Stayed At Home" programme June 40 
"Sheppey" programme July 40 | 
"Sixteen" programme July 40 
"Murder On The Second Floor" programme Aug 40 


"And So To Bed" programme Aug 40 
"The Fol-De-Rols" 2 programmes Aug/Sept 40 
"Dear Octopus" programme Sept 40 
"Musical Chairs" programme Sept 40 
"The High Road" programme Oct 40 
"Romance" programme Oct 40 
New Theatre: 
"London Night Life programme June 40? 


Southport: sent by Miss Stuckey 


Garrick Theatre: 
"Springtime For Henry" programme Nov ? 
"A Star Comes Home" programme Dec ? 
"Shephard's Pie" programme Oct 39 
"Song Parade" programme Oct 39 
"Design For Living" programme Oct 39 
"Saloon Bar" programme Sept, contains an ad for "Robert's Wife" 
Variety programme Sept 40 
ITMA programme Sept 40 
Variety programme July 40 
Variety programme Aug 40 
Variety programme Aug 40 
"Black & Blue" programme Mar 40 

Little Theatre: 
"To Kall A Cat" programme Oct ? 
"Freshfields" programme Oct? 


Bridlington 
Ministry of Information notice of special meeting June 40 Spa Theatre 


Souvenir Programme 1940 The Spa Bridlington 


Blackpool 

Tower & Winter Gardens Souvenir Programme 

Theatregoer 2.9.40 & week 

16/5/D: Provincial Programmes/Advertisements 

The Spice of Life ... ad (autobiography of a music hall performer) 
Variety Artistes' Federation application form (LE) 

Gilbert & Sullivan ad Theatre Royal Newcastle Upon Tyne 
Variety ad 23.2.40 (TH) Festival Theatre Cambridge 


"Troilus & Cressida" ad Arts Theatre Cambridge 


“Suspect” & "French Without Tears" ad Jan 40 Farnham Playhouse 
"New Revue" ad April 40 Watford Town Hall 


"Swinging The Blues" ad Bede College 


"Napoleon Couldn't Do It" programme April 40, Great Hucklow Village Players 
(Derbyshire) 


Special Voucher for Palace Pier Theatre Brighton (TH) 40 
Theatrical Garden Party Brighton ad 1940 


"The Women" ad Nov 39 Grand Theatre Leeds 


Worcester 


Theatre Royal: 
Variety ad (JA) 18.7.40 
“Novelty Show" ad July 40 


Variety programme July 40 


Sheffield: sent by Gardner 


Lyceum Theatre: 
"Once a Crook" ad Nov 40 
“Snow Goose" ad Dec 40 


Southport 


Garrick Theatre: 
Variety ad July 40 
"Old Soldiers Never Die" ad Sept 40? 


Liverpool 


Royal Court Theatre: 
Coming Attractions April/May 40 
“The Chocolate Soldier" ad April 40 
"No! No! Nanette" May 40 ad 
"Desire Under The Elms" May 40 ad 
"Peter Pan" ad April 40 
New Theatre: 
Variety Oct 40 
"Me & My Girl" Nov 40 
Empire 
“Top Hat & Tails" ad May 40 
"Folies Superbes" programme & ad April 40 
"Gaietes de Montmartre" 2 ads (LE) 24.8.40 
The Playhouse: 
"Heroes Don't Care "April 40 ad Shakespeare Theatre 
“Naughty But Nice" ad May 40 ad for week of 29.4.40 
Palace Theatre ad Aug 26.8.40 
"Girls of Today" ad Aug 40 


16/5/E: Programmes 1942 

"Sweeney Todd" programme & 2 tickets 2.11.42, Chelsea Palace 
BOX 6: CONCERTS 

16/6/A: Pre-War Concerts 

Bolton Choral Union report (J Wilcock) 17.3.37 

Concert, Victoria Hall, Bolton (TH) 20.3.377? 

Mime & Dance Display report (Wilcock) 179.011 


Bolton Musical Artists Association 42nd Annual Meeting report & programme 
(TH) 22.09.37 


"Madame Butterfly" report, ticket & programme (BB) 22.9.377 
Concert Party report 16.10.37 

Accordion Band Concert report (ZB) 18.10.37 

16/6/B: Concerts 1939 - early 1940 

Wartime concert report & programme 30.11.39 

The Musical Times-"The Coming Season" & "As Libitum" Dec 39 
Musical Times Dec 39-Feb 40 pencil notes 

Tomorrow-"Music Notes" by Havergal Brian 28.10.39 
Lunch-Hour Recitals, St Margaret's Church ad, programme & report 
National Gallery Concerts 

Time and Tide extract on National Gallery Concerts 14.10.39 
Report & programme for week ending 6.11.39 (BA) 8.11.39 
Daily Express press cutting 7.11.39 

Week of 5.11.39 report 

Picture Post "Music Among The Masters" 11.11.39 

Haydn's Toy Symphony-3 press cuttings, programme 1-5.1.40 


Report children's concert (NM) 30.8.40 


Music in Richmond 

Letter to (TH) 29.1.40 

Richmond Sunday Concerts-2 programmes Jan & Feb 1940 
Letter to (TH) 6.3.40 

Richmond Sunday Concerts-2 programmes Feb & March 1940 
Letter from Treasurer for Richmond Sunday Concerts to Mr Lury 1.3.40 
Letter to (TH) 15.4.40 

Richmond Sunday Concerts-programme 10.3.40 

Other concerts and musical material 

Report Music in Oxford 21.2.40 (O Lloyd-Price) 

Leicester Museum & Art Gallery programme 2.2.40 

"Five Spring Concerts" Fulham ad (KB) 17.2.40 

Queens Hall Concert report & programme (LE) 17.2.40 
lpswich Library Singers Concert programme sent by P Mills 
Felix McGlennon Ltd-song books ad (NM) 21.6.40 

“Music in Trafalgar Square" report (SS) 30.8.40 

Dawson's Music Dealers report (DS) 6.8.40 

Band Concert, Worcester report 15.8.40 

Concert by three small girls report (DH) 14.9.40 

Manchester Guardian 6.12.39 "Music in Wartime" 

Daily Express 23.2.40 "Sing It Today" 

Leeds College of Music, application form for the choir 1939-40 Season 
16/6/C: Programmes and Advertisements 1936-40 


Programmes and advertisement for London & other areas 


16/6/D: Programmes and Advertisements 1941 


Programmes and advertisements for London & other areas 1941 
16/6/E: Concerts 1942-43 

Military Band Concert, Trafalgar Square report (EG) 9.7.42 
Concert, Wembley Town Hall report (Reber) 6.10.42 

Kersley Village Concert, report, programme & poster (Glover) 9.9.42 
Concert, Central Hall Coventry report (Reber) 9.12.42 

National Gallery Concert, Trafalgar Square 3.9.43 

16/6/F: Programmes and Advertisements 1942 

Programmes and advertisements for London & other areas 
16/6/G: Programmes and Advertisements late 1942 and 1943 
Programmes and advertisements for London & other areas 
16/6/H: Correspondence and press cuttings 

M Hinrichsen (Hinrichsen Edition Ltd) to H Willcock 

Prospectus for WEA Summer School July-Aug 42 


The London Philharmonic Orchestra to The Bensham Grove Settlement 
31.8.42 


Daily Mail extract "Rations In Song - And You Do The Choosing" 
News Chronicle "Community Song Sheet" 
16/6/l: EDAC Concert 1948 


Basic tables on EDAC Concert, interviews, written notes (IPS, PV) 15.3.48 


MASS-OBSERVATION 
ARCHIVE 


Papers from the Mass-Observation Archive at the University 
of Sussex 


Part 10: Topic Collections - Leisure & Entertainment, 1937-1951 
HOLIDAYS; LEISURE; LIVE ENTERTAINMENT; MUSIC, DANCING AND 
JAZZ; SPORT; ASTROLOGY & SPIRITUALISM; WALL-CHALKINGS, 
JOKES, GAMES & JIGSAWS. 


LIVE ENTERTAINMENT, 
1938-48 


TC 16, Box 1 
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aged 10, seeme:’ to take a technical interest, one boy pointing out some movement to 

the other. A man who received a packet of cigarettes pocketed them without comment 

or smile. The only person in whom the amusements seemei to evince anything like 
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excitement was a woman of 55. mid 


l1@class, accompanied by a girl of 25. As she 
scuttled briskly towards the "octupus" pulling at the girl's Sleeve, she said: 
"You must come here, Look! this is what I like most." But she gave the snehina 
no more than a glance, seeming in a hurry to be off. 

I'wo boys, about 15 years old, spent some minutes looking into "peepshows". 
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This arcade was open when Inv arrived there at 11.45. Music Blared out into 


the streets On a much smaller scale than the Sports Garden. Vonsists of one long 
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Sports Garden, Oxford St., W. 1 


2.50 pm - 1.40 pm (approx) 


The people 


Consisted of boys, 13 to 17 years old; elderly men, 50 to 60; one or two 
"parties" of woman, man and child; one soldier with a little boy; two HsF man. 
All were C and Ds. The gembers fluctuated, but on the average Inv judged there 
would not be more than 30 there at any given moment. len predominated throughout. 


General Atmosphere 


iusic was blaring all the time. People observed at various machines appeared 


to take their pleasures solemnly, and in the majority of cases, on their own. 
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Vommissionaire. The girl had . 
she rolled her eyes and said: "What do you think?” 
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In the basement of the Sports Yarden xuxaxgek were F 45 D, Mi 55 YD 
and F 16D. they muuxxxadeere were jolly, lavghing and carried attache 
case and coats as if up in town for the day. The CommisSsionaire followed 
Inv dorm, hoping perhaps she would change her mind about the palmist 
F 45 D said to himk& “You're not worrie’ about ‘ole ‘itler, a ' 
"Not me, I ain't," he said. "Nothing don't ever worry me. "You don't lool 
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like it,” she said. She gigkgked and turned to M 35D; “Come on,Bert. 
Let's tave a go at this." She tried her luck at throwing darts through 


rings stuck on a cloth, so that she could win some "sift". But she cigeled 
so mich all her darts went wide. ‘re man and girl vatched her with amusement 
but they didn't join in. fihen she had finished she said, with a sigh, mock- 
seriously, "Well, that's that. No luck this time. We'll ‘ave to be going, 
I suppose." She pulled at Kae brow straw hat, setting it straight. "Good- 
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bye, Sargeant,’ she said to the Yommissionaire who hovered about, hal: 
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ing her and half on the lookout for new euscomers who might come down the 
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stairs. He touched his hat and made a slight bow. L & " 
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M55 D spent 20 seconds locking into Peepshow galled "Parision Nights." 


He was shabbily dressed and had sandy-colourec hair going thin on ten. He 
kept his hands in his pockets. ‘hen he'd finished the Peepshow he looked at 
nothing else but walked right out, with a bored expression. 


A workman, shirt sk eves rolled up above his elbows, sat on she floor 
attending to a machine in the centre of the hall durins the whole time Inv 
was there. He was intent on his work and took no notice of two boys who 
stood wathinc hm for some seconds. lo his right was a machine called "Great 
Guns". This was marked with a pencilled notice - "Not Working." 


As she left Invmaid to the Yommissionaire: "Do you keep open during 


air raids?" He said “Yes, lady. We do. People like it. You'd be sur- 


prised . " 
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in the slot games, etc.) Vanston Place. 
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Above the door notice 


HAPPY DUG-OUT" 
All round door and windows, each side, cuttings from papers, 
22 cartoons, most showing Hitler and some Stalin, p’ otgraphs 
of Hitler, photographs a of soldergy battleships, cut hom 
"War", ailv Sketch War Map. Front paves of today's News of the 
World ar 
ing against wall on pevement picture showing young 


at Ate 
, 


S 
Nee 


man tied to mouth of cannon against red sky, printed title: 
"Hor What?" iri tten becids this in int: . “ASkt Hitier™, 


In window postcards (attached) end a notice reading: 


ie in a 


"The Government Request 
YOU TO CARRY 
YOUR IDENTITY Disc 


ON YOU 


We Are Helping ! 


Get your identity disc. 

Leave your full name and address at the desk. 
Orders for your Disc engraved in rotation. 
Don't forget Father and Mother. 
ORDERS FOR FIVE OR MORE AT REDUCED PRICES 
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The Oxford Street Group. 


WZ - an anvsenent place. 
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The Oxiord St. Group consists of 4 amusement places. 


i) "Sports Garden" 
2). “Amusement Arcade." (actually anonymous.) 


3). a “| ubilee 
oy 
Arcade" 


4). "Oxford Street Sports Arcade." 


CP 16.2.4 


The Oxford St. Group. (cont). 


Counts of pin-tables in each of the 4 amusement places receal this 


table: 


No. of pin tables. 
I) (Sports Gar den) e*eee ooeQQ. eee «250 


2)( Anm sement Arcade) o.cscssccece edd 
3)( | ubliee 

/ oy 

IED Kio 6546 00k0 kee 6000000Re 


A) Oxford St. Sports ArCade..e.e D4 


in Oxford -Street 


CP 16.2. 


xford Street Group (cont). 


Counts of attendances in each of the 4 amusement places in Oxfiebd Street. 


Bet ween 2. Op mM. and }-30.p.m. 


I) - es 
2) - 15 
3) - le 
4) - e4 


(Age. sex, class tables see over.) 


CP 16.2.4 
Oxford St- Group (con#). 


2) Amusement Arcade. 


Class A&B T Class C&D 
daphne. 


Totals 


Eo 


: as 


CP 16.2.4 


Oxford St @roup. (cont) 


I) "Sports Garden" 


Class A&B ' Class © &D 
i } 9 we | g 
| é | 
30 BO ) es | i- | S04 ‘ Ro} 30+ | _ Tote lige 
i « oe ok oe ee 23 
Totaz2 o «| @ | ee 6 3 


2 girls -(I6 c)= vere waiting at the photographer’ booth for finished 
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Oxford St. Group (cont) 


3) Ht pony lee 
oy 
Arcade" 


This is not a large place and it so happened that its attendance was 


much more mobile than at the other places. It was very difficult to check, 


During the time the obs. spent there, there was a floating attendance of 


i - I2. 
No wanan came in. 


Of the men, they were very evenly divided between 30- and 34 (C) 


(Considered as - § . 30+ and 6. 30- (C&D) - 


in compiling tabdlc). 


eae pee Steric ne 
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Oxford St.Group (cont). 


4) “oxford St. Sports Arcade" 


Class A & B Class C & D 
. 
Pa o~ | | we ! / 
ee C te 
304 30¢] 30+} 30 30-| 304 | 304 30H Totals. 
= 2 ~ ~- Ii Ii - = 24 
Totals ol & - ~ 1 tai, & = «| 
j 
| | | | 
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Oxford S$t- Group (cont) 


Age. sex. Class tables for Oxford St. 


2.50 ~ 3.50 Pelle 
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"Sports Garden", 


Oxford Street. 


Time. 2.70-Pele 

This is one of the largest amusement places that has been observed. 

Tt consists of a groung floor spate and a basement. 

It is not given over entirely to pin-tables bat includes Palmist, 
photographer, Punch ball, "Dodgem Cars", rifle range, skittles, 

The "Adem" of Epstein had been removed the previous Friday. 

Obs. entered into conversation with the commissionaire, who said, 
#7 O00 nenvle care to see it ("Ada") during the first week.* 

The work has been ghinved, or is about to be shipved, to America, for 
the “World Yair*®, 

It was brought to the “Sports Garden" from Blackpool. 

The commissionaire said that no iusureance company would insure the 
thing. 

It had been in Manchester but was brought to the "Sports Garden", 
where, at the extreme back of the ground iloor, it had been thought to 


be safe. (From air-raids). 


There were 23 players on the ground floor. 


5.were wonen C, be 


Of the 2 men I7 were unicr 40 - C* 
3 were over 30 C 


2M 30 - Bee (15 30 - CK 


CP 5.2. 


e girls were hanging about the entrance waiting for photographs to 


be printed. 
3 women sttentiants in the basement tut no patrons at all. 
50 pin-tahles on the ground floor. 


Obs, watehed a Canadia soldier play Ic times on the same machine. 


One mm, 30- C punched the punch ball. 


Obs, noticed a sign on one of the pin tables like this: 


| —— senate — 
Competition) | 
i FPrices offered | 
for record score 
on this table 
| this week 
Competition 


ends Id 30 °D e}Tl » 
toe-ni ght. | 
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Armsement Arcade, 


Oxford Ste 
Time 2 elie i 


Less pretentious then some, 


18 pin-tables. 
4 electric cranes. 
Observer noticed that the prizes for one particular game of skill, in 
which the player is required to guide the object of his selection off 
a revélving disc into e chute, were entirely small electric torches or 


torch batteriese 


Attendance. 
13 persons, all male, I Be 304 


Most part 30- 


Two Canadian soldoers were spending a lot of money on the same two 
nachi nes. 


Notices included 


2 2 RO IDO EO ly Mie te ved 


| The management 

| asks you to report 

any machine out of 
order to the attendant 


av a ee —— a ee 


» 
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— 
oy 
Arcade" 
Oxford Street. 
Time 3-DeM. 
19 pin-teabdles 
5 electric cranes 


Rifle range - other “pames of skill" 


Attendance - [0-I2 persons (coming in and going out: very difficult to check) 


C 306 and 30- very evenly ditributed. 
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Amusement Arcade, 


Oxford Street. “_ lee 
oy 
Arcade" 


This is not the same establishment as “Amusement Arcade"- previously 
observed, There are two places in the end of Oxford St. near Tottenham 
Court Koad. Commcn to both is their anonymity. Neither has any particular 


title. "Anmsement Arcade" is the observer's designation. 


19 pia- table Se 
4 electric cranes. 


Rifle-range, - other" zames of skill." 


Attendance. 
re 
I0 - fe persons,=(coming, emi going out : very difficult to check) 
i} 


C 30f and 30- very evenly distributed. 
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"Oxford Ste Sports Arcade." 


Oxtord Street. 


Time 52350 PeMe 


This is a large place. Although the fore part of it is narrow, 


it is also very long and widens into an inner chamber deep at the back. 


\ 


It is all on the ground floor. 


Obs. countsd 34 pin-tabdles. 


They are commonly arranged along the walls si. ie-bye side. 


Attendancee cde 


All males: equally divided between 3% - and 304 ( C ) including 2.304.B. 


Obs. won a packet of 5 cigs. and enéered@ into conv: rsation with the — 


attendant. 

Obss "You've got a lot of winners here this aitsrnouon, navn't your" 

Attdg: "We always do have here.* 

Obs: "Oh. I've watched that chap up there during the last few minutes. 
He's won twice" 

Attdt: "oh, yes. They come in and pick out some particular machine. You 
can't stop them" 

Obs. "You mean they get to know how to play on a particular table?" 

Attdt: "Oh, yes)" 


| CP i4-2.0 


Obs; "How many, that is, what proportion of winners do you get? ® 


Attdt: ‘Well, we reckon to pay out a packet of cigarettes for every 64 
we take. You can't make much money that way, but we have to do it. If we 
didn't we wouldn't @ake eny money at all 

Yo can go into some places and spend 2/6 whthout winning 


anyt hing” 
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Report on Amusement Places. 


Obs, has Covered all amsement places in Oxford St. and Fu ihm. 

Several others, divided between town and country suburds have aiso 
been the subject of examination. 

In every cas@, counts of machines and attendance have been nade, 
together with overheards and descriptions and observations on any notices 


Half-hour counts of persons entering amusement places have been made in 


4) The Strand - ai midday. 


2) Putney - at 8. p-Ble 


The amusement arcades have many things in Conmmone 
In all some notice is to be seen rezusing admission to persons under I6 
and pointing out that attendents om management reserve the right of aduission. 
Somewhere on the premises are to be seen notices prohibiting gembling 
as well. 
This notice is someyimes printed and placed on a wall or suspended 
from the ceiling, but Yery often is found, in one form or another, on the 


machine ge 


e.g- “This machine for amusement only" 


“what is inside the clmte belongs to the cranes vhat falls 
down is yours." 


sai, stain iti: ins ii phage ds ed Site Sis Alla Ne cen on eR ani hth 06: St iti EA ate Resasitey 


"36 ,000 wins § skill points.* 


The prizes should not be paid in coin, but obs. knows this to be not 
strictly observed. Once I was paid three pennies for a win, instead of 


S 
the ugual packet ofacigaret tes. 


Nominaliy, also, patrons are requested to report machines out of ation 


end are informed that the attendant will give them their change. 


The machines in these amsemcnt places are for the most part divided 


into two kinds. 
The pin-tablies and the"electric cranes". 


Fer and away the greater part of the pin tables are electrically 
operated, the ball maxing contact with pins ond springs and small levers 
and lighting up the score upon the vertical plate at the back, on which 
is represented a variety of scenes with figures or objects which appear 
to, move when he light benind them coes on or off. 


Some of thege gcenes are: 


ice skating, 

Yishing. 

Shooting. 

Swimming. 

Races between speedbvoats, horses, racing cars. 
Traffic lights. 

Dances. 


a CP, 16-2. 


The electric crane operates ("for amusement only") and is governed 
in its direction only by the player. It is a grab crane, and it is let 
do@n ancong the objects around it, usually watches, clocks, cigarettes 
and cigarette lighters and cases, shaving materials etc. While 
enphatically the pin-tables are the most popular machines and form the 
backbone of the amsement places, the electric cranes have a large 
following, particularly where cigarettes can be obtained, and run the 
pin tables second in popularity. 

Most of the smaller amusement places consist of these two types of 
machine alone. 

The regular players get to know their machines, tnd probably win pore 
than they spend. 

Undoubtedly many of them rely upon the machines for their mpply of 


cigarettes. 


Only 4 machines have heen observed to refer to the war. 
3 to Hitler (une of these to Hitler and Géering) 


I to U. boatse 


All overheards referred to the luck of games, to their condition of 


disrepair, or to persons privately. 


wherever a rifle range is to be found a no tice to this effect - 


"Improve your shooting now" or “Learn to shoot now" is to be seen. 
fhe interior of those places is commonly rather gar/ish. Yireless sets 


or radiograns supply the music. 


CP. I6.2.40 


Both records and the BBC programmes are broadcast. 


Heating is commonly by small electric fires, often on the walls 


because there ig usually A little room to gpare on the floor: the 


emusement place in Harwood Road is warmed by a coke burning brazies ,. 


The atmosphere here is asphyxiating. 


The pergons who play in these places are a mixed lot, but 
euphatically, the working class men form the majo: ity. 


Obs. has seen very few women during the survey. 
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The Fulham Group consists of 3 amusement places. 


I. “fne Happy Dug-ovt" (Valfham Green). 


2. "Anu ements" (Harwood Road). 


3. "Lionel's Amusements." (Lillie Road) 


Ly 


CP 3.2.0 


Fulham G:oup (cont). 


Count of pin tables in each of the three amsement places in Fulhm. 


&) I9 pin-tables. 
2) 19 pin-fables. 
3) 7 pin-tables. 


4 pin-tables 


CP 5.2.40 


Fulham Group (cont). 


Age, sez, Class tables for Fulham group. 


Between 3~-Ap.m. 


This scemed a very unsatisiactory result, so obs. répeated the count 


- between dpe de & ep oKle 
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CP 3.2. 


Anu sements. 


Yalhem Qreen 


Times 3p oI. 
"the Happy Dug-Ont® 


A rabher unusual anuucsenent place. 
All the usual pin tables and electric cranes. 


The windows, it is a convertec shop, are entirely covered with newspaper 
and picture magazine cu‘tings: for the most part, cartcons of Hitler and 
other famous Nazi officials. 

Pictures of 'plares, shins, tanks, the French in action, ete. are to 
be seen. 

Identification discs, to be embossed on the rremises with owneB&s name 
etc are on sale, together with 186,containing steel plate for soldier's 


protection, and ration and identity card holders. 


Ig pin tables. 


Obs. noticed that these notices had been attached to certain machines. 
I) On a machine which represented the shooting of geme, the notice 
"Run, Adolph, Run" 


and 


2) On a machine which represented a race between specd-boats, the notice 


"Chasing the U boats." 
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CP 3.2. 


Amusements. 


Harwood Road, Fulham, 5S.¥.6. 


a2 
RARE ne oo = a 


Time 35¢30p oMe 


Very inconspicuous. The windows which enclose it , it is one of a row of 


shops, being painted in order to effect blackout. 


Amugements. OPEN. is visible. 


No-one inside except attendant. 
i gmaller than usual amusement place. 


19 pin tables. 


9 electric cranes. 


"Lionel's Amusements" 


4.Ppellle 


Smallest amusement place obs:rved. A mall shop floor-space, 


7 pin gables. 


5) cranes. 


Attendance 3M. 30= (C&) 


I woman and I man in attendance (i.e. in charge of machines) 
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Group. (cont). 


Counts of vin-tables in each of the qd anusement places reveal this 
table; 


No. of pin tables. 
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2)(Armsement Arcade) ..cesceeeree el 


3)( 7 ubliee 
OY 
SE OE OE Fae Pe = 


fi 


4) Oxford St. Sports Arcade.....34 
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xfobd Street. 


CP 16.2.4 
Oxford St @roup. (cont) 


I) “Soorts Garden" 


Class A&B Class C&D 
: 
| 
o 7 i ae 
30-[ Joe | 30- 130 30— | 304 30- | 304 Tote ls. 
ge ie | iF aes “ce Ser, 
2 7. © Te mia - 3 23 
ee SNe SEGUE SORE NEEL: ONES eem eR 
| } i: ' | oe a 
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2 virls -(I16 c)- vere waiting at the photographer’ booth for finished 


Oxford St. Group (cont) 


3) «=| Ubs ies 
Oy 
Arcade" 


This is not a large place and it so happened that its attendance was 


much more mobile than at the other places. It was very difticult to check, 


4 


During the tine the obs. spent there, there was a iloating attendance of 


Me == lZ, 
No woman came in. 


Of the men, they were very evenly divided between 30- and 304 (C) 


(Considered as = b : 304 and 6. 50= (C <- D) - 


in compiling table) . 
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Oxford St. Group (cont) 

~ 
Age. sex. Class tables for Oxiord St. 
2250 = 3.50 -poil. 
Class A & B Class C &D 
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This is one of the largest emusement places that has been observed. 
s of a gnoung floor space and ea basement. 


iven over entirely to vin-tables but includes Palnist, 


ee % a —— in itin A 7” i rg ano 
shotosranher, Punch ball, "Dodzem Cars", rifle range, s 


The "Adem" of Enstein had heen removed the vrevious Friday. 

Obs. enéered into conversation with the commissionaire, who said, 
OCO neonle care to see it ("Ada") during the first week." 

The work has been shipved, or is about to be shipped, to America, for 
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Where, at ne extreme back or the ground iloor, it had been thought to 


There rere 23 layers on the vround floor. 


2? 
3.were women C. 304 
Of the 20 men I7 were under 30 - 


5 were over 530 C 
2m 30 - Boe (15 30 - CF 


e girls were hanging sbout the entrance waiting for photograrhs to 


he vrinted. 


3 women attentants in the basement but no patrons at all. 


FO vin-tables on the ground floor. 
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Obs, watehed a Canadian soldier nlay Ic times on the same machine. 


i: Ong 


One man, 30=- 0 nunched the punch ball. 


Obs, noticed s sign on one oi the pin tables like this 


Competition! | 
Prizes offered 
for record score | 
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This is not the same establishment as "Amusement Arcade"- nrevic 
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5 electric cranes. 
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"Oxford Ste Svorts Arcede." 


Yxtord Street. 
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This is a large riace. although the fore part of it is narrow, 


it is also very long and widens into an inner chamber deep at the back. 
It is all on the ground floor. 
Ods. counted 44 MLn=-taod 
They are commonly arranced elong the walls sive-by-side. 


Attendance- cd. 


Hee: : “Sy SS Oe. “Fe oll ot ee : ms Se | 
All males: equally cviviued between 50 - and 50 #( C }) including 2.504.B. 


Obs. won a packet of 5 cigs 


attendant. 


Obs "You've got a lot of winners here this afternoon, havn't you?" 
Attd¢: "We always do have here." 
Obdss "Oh. I've watched that chep uy there during the last tew minutes. 


He's won twice" 


Attdt: “Oh, yes. They come in and nick out some narticular machine. You 


can't ston them" 


ODsSe "You mean they get to know how to pnlay on a particular table?" 
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Attdt: “Oh, yes!" 
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1 Adamis Back 


in London 


Ten men worked 
for several hours 
to-day manceuvring 
Epstein’s 7 - foot 
Adam, weighing 
three tons, into pre- 
mises in Oxforde 
street. 

There was only 
about an inch to 
spare on either side 
of the doorway. 
Adam was brought 
to London from 
Manchester by road. 
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EPSTEIN’S 


) Adami is Back 


in London 


Ten men worked 
for several hours 
to-day manoeuvring 
Epstein’s 7 - foot 
Adam, weighing 
three tons, into pre- 
mises in Oxford 
street. 

There was. only 
about an inch to 
Spare on either side 
of the doorway. 
Adam was brought 
oO )}©bhoengon from 
Manchester by road. 


EPSTEIN’S 


17/1/40. 


visited The Art Gallery, Sports Garden, 
530 Oxford Ste 
10/1/40. 
Exhibition of 


Epstein's ADAM. 


The exhibits were well arranged in a little room at the back - past the 
pin-tables and near the shooting gallery. They consisted of a dozen busts 
by Epstein, two victorian bronzes of lions/ and setters, and a framed "Last 
Supper" carved in mother+of=pearl. Adam stood in the centre,roped off at 
arms length : notices said (a) From whom cometh my strength, (b) Please do 
not touch, (c)(referring to a Persian rug on the floor) The Magic Carpet - 
value £5000 - walk around and see it change colours. 


Ssandwich-mens notices in Oxford St. said Is it Art or a Monstrosity ? 


A man inside shouted "Walk right through to see Adam." He sold catalogues 
at 3d. and charged 6d. to go ine Not many did so : from 12.6 (midday) till 
I2.c0 six men and four women went to look. 


When Observer was taking notes two Jews (c.40yrs. C class) came up to him. 
One said to the other (for Observer's benefit) " Cant you give us some 
publicity ? Perhaps this gentleman can ?" (to Obs.) " You know people dont 
appreciate great Art, they call this a monstrosity." TYUd¢/dugUuy/¥¢o/v¢/ 
Obs. replied " That ought to be just as good publicity." He said "A 
woman said the other day 
"Blimey, he'll have no opposition." " 


Me39.A. (friend of Obs.) sugested that ywdd¢" Adam's " publicity value was 
pornographic and appealed chiefly to women ; that it was successfull at 
Blackpool, but that thé clientelle of an Oxford St. SportsPa}ce were mostly 
"toughkege" males who would'nt bother with thas. (Obs. aggrees with this). 


In Observer's opinion \ perhaps biasséd) male lookers tended to avoid 
the frontal aspect. Two "C"class girls took this frontal view with surpress 
ed giggles, holding handkerchiefs to mouths ; one said, in low voice. " Very # 
crude," 
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THE ART GALLERY 


SPORTS GARDEN 
530 OXFORD STREET, W.1 


EXTIUBITION 


of 


EFPSTeInN’s 


ADAM 


AND OTHER WORKS OF ART 


CATALOGUE —- -—- — -— PRICE 3d. 
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JACOB EPSTEIN. 


Creator of ‘‘Adam”’ and other statues among the most controversial in the world, Jacob Epstein was 
born in New York in 1880, of Russian-Polish parents. Most of his life has been spent in New Yori and 
London, and for a period of about 40 years he has devoted himself to sculpture. 


In 1907-8, he was commissioned to execute 18 figures on the new building of the British Medical 
Association in London. Although various sections of the community have attacked this and others of his 
subsequent works, there are many people who have valiantly defended him as a man of genius whose work 
is the most wonderful expression of art. 


He has created busts of many prominent personalities, including Haile Selassie, and the late Ramsay 
McDonald, when he was Prime Minister. 


Epstein, it is said, considers ‘‘Adam”’ his greatest work. Among other Epstein creations that have 
caused world-wide debate are his groups, Day and Night, his marble figure of Genisis, the twice life-size 
statue, Ecce Homo, the recumbent carving in alabaster, Consummatum Est, and Rima, his memorial in 


975 


Hyde Park to W. H. Hudson, novelist and naturalist, which was unveiled by the Prime Minister in May, 1925. 


ADAM 


Epstein spent two years in the conception of this powerful, 
tremendous statue, before he began its actual creation from a block of 
Derbyshire alabaster weighing six tons. A further two years were devoted 
to its completion. The sculpture has called it his greatest work, and 


one can realise what it means to him. 


In its forceful realism, the statue presents the impression of Adam 
forced out of the earth by God, and looking up to Him for inspiration. 
Indicative of its symbolism is the fact that the weight of the figure is on 


the left leg, which seems to be drawing strength and force from the 
earth. 


Experts have maintained that, in the European idea, the statue of 


‘‘Adam’’ is equal to the Sphinx. 
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KATHLEEN. Half-length bust. Epstein’s opinon—the greatest of 
all bronze statues and his most beautiful work. He believes this 


model breathes. Green bronze. 


TANYA. Full bust. This model was Epstein’s favourite, half 
Belgian and half Russian. 


MORNA. Indian Girl. Full bust. This is one of the models 
discovered by Mrs. Epstein for her husband. 


TIY1. Head only. The only bronze in the Exhibition with coloured 
mouth and eyebrows. 


EILEEN. Head only, gold bronze. Artistic type. 


PAUL ROBESON’S SON. Head only. Like all Epstein’s work, full 


of strength and character. 


MAY. Beautiful expression on tne face, and clever treatment of 
the hair. 


MIRIAM PATEL. Like others, clever treatment of hair, simplicity, 


beautiful expression in the eyes. Gold bronze bust. 


ROBERT FLAHERTY. Gold bronze head. Look of Philosopher and 
sreat Artist. 


BETTY JOEL. Half-bust. Portrays sleekness and clean cut 
character. 


ROSEMARY. Full bust. Swan-like neck and elf-like face. 


BABE. Full bust. Purity and sweetness. Just asking to be kissed. 


EXCERPTS FROM A SPEECH BY THE OWNER 


(Mr. CHARLES STAFFORD) 


ON EPSTEIN’S MASTERPIECE, 


“ADAM” 


“You are now looking at the greatest work of art that has been 
produced since the Sphinx in Egypt. No doubt many of you have received 
a great shock at the first glance, but | feel sure that if you will study it 
closely, you will realise that Epstein’s ““ADAM”’ is a great svimbolic 
jigure, a tremendous primitive figure with its suggestion of the animal 
just being transformed into the human and the divine, a groping, 
shambling, aspiring [igure looking upwards for help to his creator, and 
yet pushing forward along the ground, blindly and determinedly towards 


its great destiny. 


‘‘There is no question about Epstein’s genius when you look at all 
the models around you now, which have been taken from living people. 
If you will look at them long enough, you will see them breathe and live. 
These are the Epstein creations from life, ““ADAM”’ is the creation of 
Epstein’s imagination and his genius. Epstein looks upon it as a highly 
religious work, and it is a religious and mystical statue that tries to 
express an idea. It does not attempt to be beautiful, but sufficient 


that it will make you think very deeply and ask yourself the one question, 
‘What is your opinion of what the FIRST MAN was like.”’ 


“This “ADAM” is a lesson given to the World for the benefit of 


the World down to posterity, and one day it will be placed in some 


great Art Gallery and belong to you and every other person who will 
follow, so that you come, study, wonder and reason and enjoy the 
knowledge contained in this wonderful work that could only have been 


produced by God or Epstein.’’ 


WHAT IS YOUR OPINION OF “ADAM(’? 
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One of the Thousands of Essays received 
on 


EPSTEIN’S “ADAM” 


MAN risen to his feet. Not from his hands nor from the womb; but 
from his Mother, Earth. 


He treads resolutely towards the light of his destiny; firmly and solidly, 
but on legs that function for the first time. 


A man-babe of giant strength, squat and unrefined, yet with the incipient 
srace of all the Venus in the arch of his back. 


Father of a teeming race unborn, his genitals swing to his tread as a kilt 
to the music of the pipes. 


Hewn out of rock or—as would seem—worn out of it, the head uplifted 
is translucent, as if spiritual radiance poured into him from the sun. 
He stands, a god of all creation, born of a greater. He feels his 
strength with his flexed arms and grips his chest with pride. 


Yet if he speaks at all his words are ‘‘Yes, Lord; show me the way; use 
me; let me do your will—but help me to understand it. | am strong; 
| am a giant; but | am very afraid. Which way . ({ .. ?” 


ARTHUR MOSTYN. 


WILLSONS, CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS, LONDON 
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EXTUBITION | 


of 
EPSTEIN‘S 


ADAM 


AND OTHER WORKS OF ART 


One of the Thousands of Essays received 
on 


EPSTEIN’S “ADAM” 


MAN risen to his feet. Not from his hands nor from the womb; but 
from his Mother, Earth. 


He treads resolutely towards the light of his destiny; firmly and solidly, 
but on legs that function for the first time. 


A man-babe of giant strength, squat and unrefined, yet with the incipient 
grace of all the Venus in the arch of his back. 


Father of a teeming race unborn, his genitals swing to his tread as a kilt 
to the music of the pipes. 


Hewn out of rock or—as would seem—worn out of it, the head uplifted 
is translucent, as if spiritual radiance poured into him from the sun. 
He stands, a god of all creation, born of a greater. He feels his 
strength with his flexed arms and grips his chest with pride. 


Yet if he speaks at all his words are ‘‘Yes, Lord; show me the way; use 
me; let me do your will—but help me to understand it. | am strong; 
| am a giant; but | am very afraid. Which way . . . . 2?” 


ARTHUR MOSTYN. 
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page one. 


AMUSEMENT ARCADES 
ih ae a LF 14-7443 


| The arcade which is the subject of this observation is 
situated on the main road in Shepards Bush, it is in the centre of 
a busy shopping area, and nearby are a number of working mans 
cafes and snack bars = the sort that sell Ticky pies, etc., 
inv. arrived at the arcade at about 2 o'clock on a Wednesday 

afternoon, the weather was quite pleasant, but not very sunny... 

In the arcade itself there were only a few young boys, MI17C, 
M1lSC, and 18D was just leaving, only however, to return in a 
few minutes. This M1l8D was a small, sly, .amd=emedteFEttIS person, 
cand seemed to chain smoke most of the time he was in the saloon, 
Inve did not sse him playing on any of the machines, instead, while 
he was smoking he was taling - unfortunately Inv was not able to 
hear the conversation - to the 18 year old attendant, after about 
10 minutes this youth went out. 

The attendant was a typical mxamk example of the better type 
of the D = youth group, the tyne that social workers call “a 
rough diamond", when he was not talking to peopvle he retired into 


his small room, and was not very evident, not even when you wanted 


change. 


While Inve was in the place the only other person who spoke 
to the attendant was a fifteen year old bey - Chass C, he went out 
and bought a cunv of tea and 2 bun nu an slink away ae 
two boys aged about twelve - D class, other than doing this, and 
smoking a cigarette, he did nothing. 

At about 2 10 two women came in, F40D, and F45C, they had a 
go at one of the machines, walked over and had a look at one of 


the crane machines and walked out. 


M17D = the other person who was in the arcade, wandered about 


aimleessly and spent about a shilling in a half hour = he did not w 


win anything. 


During this 40 minutes observation one other man came in, M40C, 


he spent twopence on the machines and then went over to the auto- 


cinemas and spent twopence there, this man was evidently a workman 


LF page two 


for he was carring a tool case, he struck Inv. as being of the 


type of very highly sexed person who has gone all sour = a type 


often found in this type of place, especially in the West Ind. 
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Fete & Fun Fatr, Walpole Park, 
Ealing 


Monday August 3rd 


Offictal Opening 2.45 by Admiral 
Sitr-Edward Evans (Evans of the 'Broke!) 


Billy Smert*s Amusements 
Carnival Queen Competitton 
Baby Show, Horse Showy 
Dancing on the Green 
Gand Parade leaves Ealing 
Commons, 2 peMe 


; Noon till blackout 


Admission fee. 
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CROWN JEWELS OF ENGLAND. 


In the accession to the Throne of England of a new 
Sovereign and the gorgeous festival of the Coronation, are 
again revealed in all their exactitude of form and ritual those 
scenes of noble pageantry which have distinguished the crown- 
ings of our Kings down the ages. Westminster Abbey, where 
from William the Conqueror onward English royal sovereigns 


have been crowned, where lie buried Kings and Queens. 
where are crowded the tombs and memorials of famous 


British people, presents in all its splendour of ancient form 


and ceremony a Royal Coronation. The rich solemnity of 
the essentially religious service, the deeply significant pre- 
_ sentation of the magnificent royal emblems, the putting on of 


the Crown and the sudden wide acclaiming of the King by 
his People, and, finally, the Inthronization, when the Arch- 
bishops and Bishops, Peers of the Kingdom, and great officers 
who have borne the royal regalia gather in joyous homage 
round the steps of the Throne, provides a scene unrivalled in 
its impressiveness and in the glory of its medieval splendour. 


In these Royal Emblems—Edward the Confessor’s Crown, 
the Crown of State, the Orb and Sceptre, the Jewelled State 
Sword, the golden Ampulla—a rich magnificence vies with a 
historic and royal significance. Here amassed are gold and 
jewels of a value beyond the pages of history. The Koh-i- 
Nur or Mountain of Light, the Black Prince’s Ruby, the great 
Star of Africa, the Stuart Sapphire, the Sapphire of St. 
Edward, how they impress by their infinite beauty, their 
dazzling brilliance, and their royal settings! How they fire 
the imagination by their associations of romance, the emotions 
of love and hate, their stories of intrigue and tragedy! And 
how they enrich and adorn the pageantry of the Coronation ! 
But, above all, in the Crown Jewels, these glor‘ous emblems 
of State which have changed so little in form and purport 
over the centuries, is expressed something of the enduring 
quality of the sovereignty of the British Empire, and the 
-tmcomparable splendour and inspiration of its magnificenre 


No. 1. ST. EDWARD’S CROWN. 


Of all the sacred emblems of sovereign Kings of England 
noné surpasses in ancient royal origin St. Edward’s Crown. 
That noble emblem which crowned the head of Edward the 
Confessor in 1043 was, it is true, lost in the storm of the 
Commonwealth, but when with the Restoration a new crown 
was required for the coronation of Charles II. in 1661, the 
old design was faithfully adhered to, and in all material 
points that crown remains the same to-day asthen. But, more 
important still, the tradition and all the significance of St. 
Edward’s ancient crown survive. From the golden and 
jewelled circlet of this ‘magnificent crown rise alternately 
four crosses-patee and four fleurs-de-lys, each richly orna- 
mented with diamonds and other gems, two magnificent and 
complete arches of gold rise from the four crosses, and at their 
intersection support an orb or mound of gold, ornamented by 
a fillet and arch of diamonds and gems. On the top of the 
mound is a cross of gold set with coloured gems and diamonds, 
with large and beautiful pearls at the top and depending 
from each of the side arms. Inside the Crown is a velvet 
cap turned up with miniver and worn with it. This, the 
Crown of England, is the one with which the King 1s crowned 
when he ascends the Throne. 


No. 2. THE IMPERIAL STATE CROWN. 


The Imperial State Crown was originally made for 
Queen Victoria in 1838. It consists of a circlet of open work 
in silver, bearing in front the second largest portion of the 
great diamond, Star of Africa, and on the reverse side the 
sapphire from the Crown of Charles II. The remainder of 
the rim is filled in with rich jewel clusters. Above the rim 
are set alternately four crosses-patee and four fleurs-de-lys 
_of silver set with gems. The cross-patee in front of the Crown 
contains the most remarkable jewel of the regalia, a large ruby 
of irregular drop-like form which belonged to the Black Prince. 
From each of the richly ornamented crosses-patee rises an arch 
of silver designed in oak leaves and acorns, all set with 
diamonds, and the acorns formed of large drop-shaped pearls. 
From the points of intersection of the arches depend large 
pearls which tradition says were once the ear-rings of Queen 
Elizabeth. From the centre of the arches springs a mound 


with a cross-patee above it. The mound is a mass of closély 


set diamonds, its encircling fillet and the arch each ornamented 
with a line of large diamonds. In the centre of the surmount- 
ing cross-patee is a large sapphire of magnificent colour, said 
to have been set in the ring of Edward the Confessor; and 
buried with him in his shrine at Westminster. 


SS 


No. 3. - THE QUEEN’S STATE CROWN. 


The Queen’s State Crown was made for the coronation 
of Queen Mary in 1911. In the centre of the circlet is one 
of the lesser, though magnificent Cullinan diamonds. The 
general ornamentation of the circlet consists of diamond 
bosses of circular form divided by quatrefoils, each composed 
of four fine single diamonds. The circlet is surmounted by 
four crosses-patee and four fleurs-de-lys. In the centre of the 
front cross-patee is set the famous Koh-i-Nur diamond. 
Tapering upwards from-the tops of the crosses-patee and 
fleurs-de-lys are eight diamond arches. The arches support 
an orb, with above it a cross-patee, in the centre of which is 


set a beautiful drop-shaped Cullinan diamond. 


No. 4. THE KING’S SCEPTRE WITH THE CROSS. 


That truly magnificent emblem of gold, the King’s Royal 
Sceptre with the Cross, placed in the right hand of the 
Sovereign at the Coronation, bears above an ornamental 
ground work the great drop-shaped diamond, Star of Africa, 
in all its dazzling brilliance and marvellous beauty. Jewelled 
curves hold this priceless stone and, if required, may be 
opened and the stone removed and used as a pendant. Above. 
the enamelled scrolls and jewels of the old head are still 
retained, and on this glittering foot rests the great amethyst 
orb, banded by an arch set with rubies and diamonds. The 
striking cross-patee at the top is thickly set with diamonds, its - 
centre setting a large emerald. Collars of gems and enamels 
and rich sprays of gold and enamels thickly jewelled with ~ 
coloured stones and diamonds ornament the lower part of the 
Sceptre, until at the foot it widens out into a boss with orna- 
mented incrustations of gold, enamels and precious stones. 


No.5. THE KING’S SCEPTRE WITH THE DOVE. 


The King’s Sceptre with the Dove remains materially 
unchanged from the time it was used at the Coronation of 
Charles II. At the top is a mound of gold with a fillet and 
arch, each studded with diamonds. Above the mound rises 
a golden cross on which sits a white enamelled dove, wings 
extended.. Below, the rod is richly ornamented with bands 
of diamonds and coloured gems, and at the foot the boss is 
encircled with jewelled and enamelled bands. The dove 
typifies the Holy Ghost, who was considered specially to guide 
and control the actions of Kings, and in that belief a sceptre 
with dove has been used by Kings from remote periods. The 
Sceptre is borne in the left hand of the Sovereign at the 
Coronation. | st ces : 


No. 6. ST. EDWARD'S STAFF. 


The earliest known accounts of coronations of Anglo- 
Saxon Kings relate that after the Crown and Sceptre had 
been given to the Sovereign, a “Virga” or rod was presented, 
and the words used on the occasion of its presentation signi- 
fied: “Receive this rod of Justice and Equity.” There is 
every probability that the staff now known as St. Edward’s 
Staff is the survival of this ancient rod, and its present form 
suggests that it was designed anew at the date of the 
Restoration. The Staff may be described as a rod of gold 
divided at intervals with collars of ornamental leaf patterns. 
At the top is a mound and cross-patee, and tradition has it 
that formerly a piece of the: true cross was enclosed within 
the mound. Because the Staff is supposed to guide the foot- 
steps of the King it is tipped with a pike of steel. 


No. 7. THE QUEEN’S SCEPTRE WITH THE DOVE. 


The Queen’s Sceptre with the Dove, of pure gold, 
resembles that of the King, but is slightly smaller. The 
mound at the top is surmounted by a cross on which stands 
a white enamelled dove with outstretched wings. Encircling 
the mound is a fillet ornamented with coloured gems and 
diamonds, and an arch similarly decorated. Below are collars 
richly and elaborately ornamented with gems and enamels, a 
boss in gems and enamels forming the foot of the Sceptre. 


No.8 THE ORB WITH THE CROSS. 


The Orb with the Cross, an ancient emblem signifyin 
the dornination of the Christian religion over the world a 
symbolically used by the Roman Emperors of the Eastern 
Empire, is placed in the Sovereign’s right hand on his being 
crowned, and thereafter is carried in his left hand. It is 
never placed in the hands of any but sovereign kings and 
queens. The Orb of England is remarkable for the fine 
amethyst on which the cross-patee stands. The golden orb 
itself is six inches in diameter and has a fillet of gold round 
the centre, outlined. by fine pearls and ornamented with 
clusters of gems. ‘The centre stones of the clusters are large 
rubies, sapphires, and emeralds, surrounded by diamonds. An 
arch, similarly elaborately designed, ‘crosses the upper part of 
the Orb. A magnificent diamond cross, set on the | 
amethyst, surmounts the Orb, and in the centre has an pets. 
with large pearls at the points of the cross. 


No. 9. | THE QUEEN’S IVORY ROD. 


This small ivory staff with a dove at the top was made 
for Queen Mary of Modena, consort of James II. At the top 
is a mound and a cross of gold, surmounted by a white 
enamelled dove with closed wings. The staff is made in three - 
pieces with collars of gold at the junctions. 


No. 10. THE QUEEN’S ORB. 


The Queen’s Orb has a fillet outlined with large pearls. 
and ornamented with rubies, sapphires and emeralds, set in « 
collars of gold. An arch, similarly ornamented, crosses the 
upper half of the orb, and at the top a cross, studded with . 
rubies, sapphires and diamonds rests on the orb. 


No. 11. ©THE AMPULLA OR GOLDEN EAGLE. 


An ancient legend relates that a holy chrism was given to 
_ $t. Thomas of Canterbury by the Virgin Mary for the anoint- 
ing of the Kings of England and preserved in a golden eagle 
which was also divine. Merely the tradition survives. It. 
has been said that the eagle now existing is the original used 
at the coronation of Henry IV., 1399, but it is very doubtful if 
it dates beyond Charles II. On the other hand, the Ampulla, 
and the anointing spoon too, being regarded by the Abbey 
authorities as their own sacred property, may have been kept 
- apart and so escaped the general] destruction ordered by the 

Commonwealth. The Golden Ampulla or eagle (in itself an 
emblem of imperial domination) with wings outstretched and | 
standing on a pedestal of gold, is used for the royal anointing 
with holy oil at the coronation service. The head screws off 
at the neck for filling and the oil pours out of the beak- 
This pouring of sacred oil into the spoon, the dipping of. 
fingers and the anointing, all deeply religious in character. 
are performed solely by the Archbishop of Canterbury. 


No. 12. THE ANOINTING SPOON. 


The Anointing Spoon which accompanies the Ampulla, 
and into which the sacred oil is poured, is similarly of grea 
age, and in its original form may have been used at the 
coronation of English sovereigns since the 12th century. It 
is of silver, not gold, but is heavily gilt. The handle is but 
slightly ornamented and the bowl engraved. = 3 3} 


No. 13. THE KING’S JEWELLED SWORD OF 
STATE. | 


The Jewelled Sword of State, considered the most 
beautiful and valuable sword in the world, and made for 
George IV. at a cost of £6,000, presents a dazzling mass of 
coloured jewels set in dull gold. At the coronation ceremony 
this sword is borne by the Keeper of the Jewel House as one 
of the military emblems, and is offered by the King in homage 
to the Church. The Archbishop of Canterbury receives the 
sword and places it on the Altar, after which the King 
redeems it on payment of 100 shillings. The hilt and 
quillion of the sword are a mass of diamonds interspersed with 
coloured precious stones set thickly as almost to conceal the 
gold setting. In the centre of the quillion is a large and 
beautiful emerald valued at £2,500. The scabbard is of 
dull gold, and in its magnificent ornamentation reveals the 
badges of the rose, the thistle and the shamrock, worked in 
rubies, emeralds and diamonds. 


No. 14. ST. GEORGE’S SPURS. 


St. George’s Spurs, one of the emblems of chivalry and 
knighthood, and with the sword marking the military 
character of the Sovereign, are of solid gold, richly chased 
in flowing pattern, and with the exception of the straps and 
buckles appear to be as when made for Charles II. During 
the coronation service the Sovereign’s heels are touched with 
the spurs, and the spurs then returned to the Altar. 


GREAT JEWELS. 


No. 15. THE KOH-I-NUR DIAMOND. 


The Koh-i-Nur or Mountain of Light supreme jewel in 
the Queen’s Crown of State, is at once the most famous 
diamon2 of the world. In its known early history, ever 
linked with fierce and sudden tragedy, the rise and fall of 
princely rulers of the East, it remained for many years the 
shining jewel of the Great Mogul at Delhi. And so with 
ever-changing fate to recent times, when with the English 
conquest of the Punjab and possession of its rich treasury, it 
came to England, to be presented to the reigning Sovereign. 
Queen Victoria. In its original uncut state it weighed 800 
carats but long before it came to Europe it had been 
unsuccessfully cut and then weighed only 186 carats. In 
England it was again cut to the form of a briliiant and 
reduced to 106 carats, and was worn by Queen Victoria as a 
brooch. Later it was set ‘n the ™ueen’s Crown of State. first 
in that of Queen Alexandra. | 


No. 16. THE BLACK PRINCE’S RUBY. 


Belonging to the Royal House since 1367, the Black 
Prince’s Ruby, set in front of the Imperial State Crown, 1s 
undoubtedly the stone of greatest historic interest among the 
Crown Jewels of England. Probably having its remote origin 
in the Orient, its known history commences with the King of 
' Granada, from whom in 1367 it passed in mortal strife to the 
King of Castile, who in the same year presented it to the 
Black Prince in recognition of a signal service rendered. by 
an English army under his command. Next it was worn by 
Henry V. at the Battle of Agincourt. After the execution of 
Charles I. it was sold with the regalia but recovered at the 
Restoration and appears in the Crown of Charles II. It also 
formed the central ornament in the State Crown of Queen 
Victoria, Edward VII., George V., and George VI. This 
truly noble gem is of irregular drop-shape, about two inches 
in width, deep red in colour, is uncut, and has a highly 
polished surface. As a jewel it is valued at £110,000: 
historically it is priceless. : | 


No. 17. STAR OF AFRICA. 


When the great diamond “Star of Africa” or Cullinan 
diamond was found in the Premier mine, South Africa, in 
1905, it weighed no less than 3,025 carats, roughly one-and-a- 
half pounds. More astonishing still, its base, perfectly flat, 
revealed that it was merely part of a whole! It was secured 
by the Union Government of South Africa, and as a magni- 
ficent gesture of goodwill presented to Edward VII., to be 
added to the Crown Jewels of the Empire. It was then cut 
into four great brilliants and many smaller ones. The first 
portion, drop-shaped and weighing 516 carats, the largest 
diamond in -the world, was set in the head of the Royal 
Sceptre. The second largest portion, nearly, round in shape 
and weighing 309 carats, adorns the band of the Imperial 
State Crown, set below the Black Prince’s Ruby. The third 
the fourth portions are in the Queen’s Crown, the larger (96 
carats) in the band, and the other (64 carats) in the cross at 
the top .of the Crown. ) 


No. 18. |THE STUART SAPPHIRE. 


Its early history obscure, the Stuart sapphire probably 
belonged to Charles II., later to the Stuarts, and then to 
George III. In Queen Victoria’s State Crown it occupied a 
position in front, just below the Black Prince’s Ruby, and 
during the reign. of Edward VII. it was displaced by a 
diamond cut from the Star of Africa, and now occupies a 
setting at the back of the State Crown: | 


No. 19. SAPPHIRE OF ST. EDWARD. 


Perhaps older in history than even the Black Prince's 
Ruby or the Koh-i-Nur, and now adorning the cross-patee on 
the top of the Imperial State Crown, is the Sapphire of 
St. Edward, a stone of great colour and brilliance. It 1s 
regarded as having been in the coronation ring of Edward 
the Confessor, twenty-three years before the Norman Con- 
quest. Surviving the spoliation of the Commonwealth a 
it again came into the hands of royalty. 


THE CORONATION SERVICE. 


The essential features and order of the Coronation Service 
at Westminster Abbey are as follows :— 


The administration of the Oath by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. The anointing of the Sovereign with holy oil. 
The presenting of the Spurs and Sword and the girding and 
oblation of the said sword. The investing with the Armilla 
and Imperial mantle, or pall of cloth of gold. The delivery 
of the orb with the cross. The placing of the King’s ring 
the ensign of kingly dignity, on the fourth finger of His 
Majesty’s right hand. The delivering of the Sceptre with 
the Dove, the rod of equity and mercy, into the King’s left 
hand. The putting on of the Crown: The Archbishop stand- 
ing by the Altar, taketh the Crown into his hands, and laying 
it again upon the Altar invokes the blessing of God upon the 
King. Then the King sitting down in King Edward’s chair, 
the Archbishop, assisted by the Bishops, comes from the Altar. 
The Dean of Westminster brings the crown, and the Arch- 
bishop reverently taking it, putteth it upon the King’s head. 
Whereupon the people cry: “God Save the King!”. The 
peers and the Kings of Arms put on their coronets, the 
trumpets sound, and by a signal given, the great guns at the 
Tower are shot off. The presenting of the Holy Bible by the 


Archbishop, to be delivered again by the King, and replaced 


on the Altar. The Inthronization: The Te Deum ended, 
the King is lifted up into his Throne by the Archbishops and 
Bishops and other peers of the Kingdom, and being in- 
thronized or placed therein, all the great officers who had 
borne the regalia stand round the steps of the Throne, and 
the Archbishop, standing before the King, adjures him to 
stand firm and hold fast from henceforth the seat and state 
_of Royal and Imperial Dignity that day delivered unto him 
in the name of and by the authority of Almighty God. 


i the 


ee 
2 
} f THE ROYAL REGALIA. 


‘In the time of Edward the Confessor the regalia and 
other royal treasures of England were kept in Westminster 
Abbey in the charge of the monks and abbots. But at times 
of special danger the royal treasure was sent to the Tower of 
London for safe keeping and, finally in the reign of Henry 
VIII. it was permanently removed to the Tower. With 
the inception of the Commonwealth and the execution of 
Charles I, the whole of the royal regalia, its beginnings 
dating back to King Alfred, was by the stern order of the 
Commons, dated 1649, seized, ruthlessly oroken up, and 
ordered to be sold to the best advantage of the Common- 
wealth. In the collection so wantonly destroyed were King 
Alfred’s ancient crown of gold wire-work, and the Imperial 
crown of gold. 

With the restoration of the Monarchy, and the accession 
to the Throne of Charles II.. the royal goldsmith, Sir Robert 
Vyner, was commissioned to provide new and complete 
regalia. As if to emphasise the renewed devotion of the 
people, as if in s@me measure to atone for the destruction of 
the old, a royal and magnificent liberality was at once 
bestowed upon the new regalia. Faithfully adhering to the 
original age-old designs and unrestrained in his expression, 
the royal goldsmith proved a master in achievement. England 
again possessed its worthy emblems of State. To-day many 
of these items of regalia remain materially the same as when 
they were made for Charles II., in some notable instances 
their beauty and value enhanced by the insertion of new and 
remarkable gems. Many of our sovereigns have possessed a 
second crown, known as a Crown of State, much more 
elaborately ornamented, and though the design has often 
differed, in this Crown of State have been set and re-set some 
of the historic gems of the nation. For long years now these 
precious emblems have reposed in the guarded security of the 
Tower of London. With the accession and crowning of a 
new sovereign, by special order they are removed by the 
Keeper of the Jewel House in Westminster Abbey, there to 
invest and adorn the service of coronation with ancient firm 
and glittering splendour, 


vxfOru Dirert May 1946 
CROWN J#WKLS sAHIBITION GST 


Exterior: Has been done up to suggest tae Tower. “eavy stonework has 
been painted on sheets of asbestos and fastened on the wall and entrance. 
Inset in all tnois shamge stonework is an ice"“cream bar, advertising 
ice cream and Cold Drinks. Above the ehtmance is: THE CROWN JEWELS 
UF wNGLAND, in Gotalic lettering, yellow, on red scroll. Two framed 
pages from sverybody' s Weekly describe the Crown Jewels. Beside the 
ice”“cream bar is a placard: CORONATION SPLaNDOUR. Gold and Jewels 
througa the pases of History. There is also a framed frontispiece 
from iverybody s Weekly, showing St. “dward's Crown. 


In the entrance, above the pay-box, is a radio set going on full blast | 
(seems to be continuous Light Programme of the 3.3.U). Within, glass | 
cases line tne walls, Wnich are covered in ne&avy blue nessian witn 

looped yellow cord forming a sort of frieze. #s#ach glass case has an 

electric light, screen downwards, placed on top. In front of the cases 

are cnronium posts about J ft. high, with knotted crimson ropes between. 

A Union Jack and White «nsign stand between each case, on wooden supports 
against tne wall. On the stone floor, lengths of Axminster stair-carpets 

are arranged in 4@ square. There is a large centre pillar, against which 

other exhibits are arranged. 


The exnibits are snown as in the catalogue, lying on red cushions. Around 
the centre pillar are shown: 
1. voronet of a Peer of the “ealn. 
©. . tne king's Gold veremonial Mace 
(Beside tne mace is an imitation varchment scroll The whole of the 
work in tnis room was done by an sast London Citizen during the 
blitz of 1940/1. Above is a coat of arms, the Lion and the Unicorn, 
in coloured plaster. 


, t 

ae lhe sing S Gold Collar. 

4, Tne Queen’ s Orb. 

5. The aing 6 Royal With the vross. 


Oo. ihe spurs 6f a Peer of tne Kealm. 


Franed coloured photographs of aing George V, aing George VI and Queen 
ilizapetn, aopear above tne cases. «avery uoW and tnen tne wireless is 
turned off and a man goes to the loudspeacer and says, "This exhibition 
is so genuine that your money will be returned if you are not satisfied. 
Jp to the oresent nobody 5s money nas been returned. This is Wnat they 


all say - ‘Wonderful! Marvellous!'" 


\Inv. now follows a few visitors round. At present there are not many. 

The manager tells her that Saturday and Sunday are their best days; that 
they nave nad a number of schools to see the exhibition. M40C is taking 
round MI5C and M10C. They ston be fobe the Queen's Sceptre and M40C says | 
‘She carries tnat 2s she walks along.’ There are two chairs covered in 

Rexine, wita wooden backs of pseudo"Gotnic design, standing back to back 

on carpet near the entrance. FI8C and F20C, in the ATS, sit down on thea, 
back to back, gigszling. Inv. times entrants during ten minutes, but only 
the few following people come in: F250, ATS. MeOC (RAF) and FI7C. | 
M18C and FISC. | 


There are two Victorian problem pictures, aigh up on the,south wall above 
the exhibits (one might be sstner and Vasnti, lav, doesn ‘t know). Inv. 
asks toe manager wny they are there, but ne doesn t knows Taere is also 
a framed steel eG, sraving of sing veorge GV, with aru over back of settee 
and velvet curtains at hand, nanging on back of central pillar: manager 
vague avout this too. He tells Inv. that tnis exaibition is quite ae | 
different from any other exnibition in vxford street: it Ss so genuine. 
It's ab&storical. Says it was at otagg «© wlantle s for a year, and was 

: { ' 
Opened by vir Herbert worrison and all the big nobs. 


Just before Inv. leaves, wedB comes ina with F20B. ‘Have you ever been to 
the Tower?’ he says. F203: ‘No.’ . Me25B: Well, the orbginals look just 
like fakes, anynow. These look quite as good. 


. PETE OP IRE Or Cro ere ne ~ 


Notice in entrance, not noted earlier: painted on asbestos panel : 


GENUINE EXHIBITS 
NOT PICTURES 


The seme word is used by the announcer of the Crown Jewels Ex- 
hibition, who calls through the loudspeaker: "Tiis Exuibition is so 
genuine that your woney will be returned if you are not satisfied. Up 
to the present nobody's money hes been returned.” He Glains that this 


show is quite different from any otuner in Oxford Street: "It's so 


genuine. It's historical". 

The replicas shown here are all the work of an Hast London citizen 
carried out during the 1940/41 blitz. The exterior of the building 
hes been done up to suggest the Tower of London. Heavy stone-work 
hes been painted on sheets of asbestos end fastened on the entrance 
and outer Wall, in the middle of which is a recess, with a counter, 
open to the street, sdvertising "ice-cream and Cold Drinks". 

g round with his girl asks her if she has ever 
been to the Tower. "No ? Well, the originals lock just like fakes, 
enyhow. ‘These look quite as good.” 

Li these siiows appeal by their genuineness, the Epstein exhibition 
relies on & certain suggestiveness, calculated to arouse curiosity. 

The loudspeaker at the entrance goes on about "The strangest snow you 


nave 


oly: 


Oxford Street | - May 1946 
Don't Waste Bread Exhibition GST 


The exhibition is held in a part of the wrecked D.H. Lewis building. 

Tae inner wall is either still standing or nas been rebuilt, but the 
exhibition is screened from the street by sheets of canvas lashed to 
poles. The floor is concrete, is muddy from the feet of people coning 
in, and there are large pools here and there where the rain drips from 
the roof. A lon; stremer 'JOIN THZ CRUSADE AGAINST WASTE OF BREAD' 

runs along the roof, and the mailed fist holding a bread knife is on 

the comner. Oxford Street is packed, and several people wander into 

the exnibition, anparently just to get out of the rain. F55A, struggling | 
in the crowd, says to F50A, ‘This is worse than Lisbon in the lunch- hour.’ 


When Inv. goes in, the following people are in the first (north/ side of 
the exhibition: Females over 40 Under 40 Males over 40 Under 4u 


3 5 e 6 
There are also three children (accompanied) and a boy of about ten going 
round by himself. 


On the wall in the first division is a large placard: THa MINISTRY OF 

FOOD IS H#Re TO HELP YOU. Against the right wall are shown small exhibits, 
demonstrating ways of using up stale bread. Above these are ten posters 

in a row, again of the red mailed fist holding bread”“knife (decorated up 
the blade with an ear of wheat). The lettering beside it runs 


JOIN THs ‘yellow, 
SRUSADS cred) 

AGAINST \yellow/ 
BRBAD WAST: \(wnoites 


Toe smell exnibits are as follows: 


Pastry board, rolling pin, dried crusts, glass jar of 

browned bread crunbs. 

2, Jar of objects under cellopnane, a glass plate decorated 

With varsley. 

Toast rack with rusxks. 

Welsh rarebit on toast. 

Fruit pudding under cellopnane. 

sartaenware dish under cellophane, witno nugsest of bread. 

Fish cakes under cellopnane. 

Jar of plain rusks. 

JY. Stuffed fish under cellopnane. 

10. Another jar of plain ruskK6s. 

11. Golden Bread Pudding under celloonane. 

12, Wheat rusks. \Dried cubes of bread in glass jar/. 

15. Baked fruit pie (without cellopnane’. Looks peculiarly 
dismal: appears to be rhubarb with bigsish souare of 
bread on top. 

14, Vegetables au gratin. 

I5. Jar of ‘chocolate rusks'. 

lo. ‘To avoid dry loaf ends': tin dish wito end of loaf 

cut lengtnways. 


CON OO: & Us 


\ Peopje Solnog round silently for the most part. At No. 12 F40C ,eays, 
'They- re too tnick for rusks. It loses ite brittleness when it's so 
thick./ right music is being broadcast: at this moment The Chocolate 

Doldier, followed by 'Jealousy.') 


At tne west side of this room is a Counter, Witn leaflets; a loaf on 
breadboard, placarded as the 'New 28 oz. loaf) is on toe left side 
Pese is benind tae counter, ready to answer any questions, and a, copy 
of ‘The Bread Code' is on the wall behind ner. 


“ 


The other division of the exnibition. is a series of posters SLUng an 


woite frames,-arranged in tne fora of an X, thus: i 
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Tae following is a list of the posters shown in the second section: 


1. Bread is the Staff of Life.. 
Rice is the brea? of the East. 


\Gloomy young couple in ordinary clothes labelled: The West. 
Inscrutable-looking pair in peasant costume : Europe. 
air in white astern costume ' The saat. 
2. ilap of trade routes. 
(On next ecreen): Captfion on ton of screen: WAR APFECTS WHAT PRODUCTION. 


+ ¢3 » ® 4! > c 47 € . ~~ ; ' P f ’ ' 
lst poster: sffects of war - Poland, France, Holland. \onotograpns/ 
Yoel 


end. Pcorched earth = Russia. 
3rd. Slave Labour worked for the Nazis. 
\Next screen) Posters phowing call-up of men frou the farms, 


Snortace of fertilisers. 
» rp cay : seen 
Next screen: Captions: WAR MAn#S DISTRIBUTION DIFFICULT 


1. Puotograpns of scorched earth and Russians. 
e. D-Day. \recked buildings and machinery in “rance, Holland, 
Belgiun, Germany. 
d. Victory and Hunger. Photographg of crowds near St. Paul's. 
Beside it three nhnotogranns of starving 
women and cnolldren. 


Anotner screen: THx# FAR BASTERN WAR APPECTS THEM. \Cantion). 


1. Rice-growing. (Diagram) 

e. Japan reduces the rice crop. (Diazram of India with Japs and 
bayonets turned towards it from the mainland). 

de Unplanted rice-field - photograph. 


4. (Caption): Balance Sheet of the Combined Food Board. 


Anotner screen: NATUR: TIPs THs BALANCE (\capttionn on top) 


1. Photographsof floods; Yellow xiver. 

2. Drought. Pnotograph of parched earth in Australia, ».Africa, 
the Argentine. | 

Dd. bocusts. (5 photographs). 


Another screen: caption: THs WORLD FAvss THs PROBLAM 


1. January 1941. Food Conference in wasnington. 
e. sacrifices all round. The World nears the News. 
(Newspaper headings, broadcasters, telephones, typewriters, 
placards). | 
3. UNO appeals to the civilized World. (Photograph of Sevin 
making nis appeal at the first meeting/. 


Another screen: caption: HOW YOU CAN aAxaL?P. 


1. Britain returns to the wartime loaf. (Details of loaf, and 
diagrams from wheatfield to shop). | 

B. The World is sport of Waeat. Rice is the “read of the “ast. 
Our Duty * don t waste a crumb. 

2. How You can Help. (Photographs of how to keep pread, and 

of a baker s shop.) eee 

4, In larger type: JOIN TH& CRUSADE AGAINST BRwAD WAcTo. We 

must not waste wnile others want. 


At desk, placarded ‘INFORMATION’ two over-40 women with leaflets. Near 
them a dustbin, open, witn old tins and nalf loaves in it, piled up to 


top: beside it a notice: 
Neve 
NEVER 


Do This 
(Inv. has short conversation with the women, F55 and FOOB, woo show her 
& notebook they keep for suggestions from the public - mostly alints from 
women as to using up stale bread. One woman wrote in it that We ougnt to 


nave had bread rationing long ago. The women say everyone is snocked at the a 
Bight of the dustbin, and how strange it ie that one never weets tne people’ 


. ge . —— 
Ne Ff ~ 4 


aaa. 
. Re oe ee 
my iS £2 ar 


You know that the world is desperately short of bread. To waste bread at the 
present time, when millions are on the verge of starvation, is a crime against humanity. 


‘NO SAVING IS TOO SMALL _ Do you know that if we all 


saved half a slice of bread a day, 250 million 2 Ib. loaves would be saved in a year ? 
Here are ways in which you can help to prevent bread wastage. 


|. Don’t buy more bread than you need. Don’t buy a large loaf if a small 
one will do. If you do run short, make emergency bread (see below). 


Don’t ask for bread in a canteen or restaurant unless you mean to eat it. 


Learn how to keep the loaf fresh (see below). 
Stale bread often means wasted bread. 


Use up stale bread in cooking. 


HOW TO KEEP THE LOAF FRESH 


Make sure the loaf is cold before putting it away. The best way to keep bread 
fresh is to wrap the loaf in a clean, dry cloth and keep in a well ventilated place. If 
you keep the bread in a bin, see that the lid is tilted. Wipe out the bin every day, and 
once a week wash it out, drying thoroughly. 


TO AVOID DRY LOAF ENDS 


When you get to the last three inches of your loaf, place it crumb side down on 


the board (see over) and cut this way. You'll eat the crust while it’s fresh— 
and you won’t cut your fingers. 


If you do have dry pieces of bread left, cut them into fingers about half an inch 
thick and bake till crisp whenever you have the oven going. These will keep for 
months in an air-tight tin—or they can be made into bread-crumbs. 


EMERGENCY BREAD 


8 ox. self-raising flour; or 8 oz. plain flour and 4 level teaspoons baking powder ; 
4 level teaspoon salt; water to mix. 


Mix together the flour, salt and baking powder. Mix to a soft dough with water 
and pat out with hands into a round about an inch thick. Divide the dough into 
pieces as for scones, and cook in a greased frying pan or on a girdle or hotplate. 
Brown one side, turn, and brown the other. This takes about 20 minutes. 


The Battle for Bread 
A Brit eeplanattine of the Weill Cbilet 


THE WORLD IS 
SHORT OF WHEAT 


Over a large part of the world, 


bread made from wheat is the 
people’s staple food. Without 
bread nations cannot live. The 
wheat harvests, therefore, are a 
matter of life or death for millions. 


Last autumn, Europe had a 
wheat harvest of 23 million tons 
in place of the 42 million tons it ° 
grew before the war. The great 


wheat-fields of Canada, the United HOW TO AVOID 


States, Australia and Argentina DRY LOAF ENDS 


have been called on to fill the gap 
until next harvest. Shipments 


from those countries have reached levels never dreamed of before but still there 
isnot enough. More than 100 million people—nearly three times the population 
of these islands—are trying to exist on a daily ration less than half ours. 


RICE IS THE BREAD OF THE EAST . 


In India and other countries of Asia, rice takes the place of bread. When the 
monsoon fails, the rice-fields are scorched by drought and starvation follows. That 
is what has happened in India to-day: her people are calling for wheat to replace 
the rice that has shrivelled in the sun. 


OUR DUTY 


We in this country, after six years of war, cannot be thankful enough that we 
still have enough to eat, dull though the food may be. So far, we have.not been 
asked to eat less in order that others may have more. But one thing i is clear beyond 
question ; it is a crime to waste a scrap of food while millions are on the borders 
of starvation. Bread means lives. Don’t waste a crumb. 


MINISTRY OF FOOD, LONDON, W.I 


EEE 


Printed by Fosh & Cross Ltd., London. 51-2226 


THE STORY IN BRIEF 


This exhibition tells you the story of bread in 


pictures—and explains the urgent need for prevent- 
ing waste. 


Bread is often called “ the staff of life,” and this is a perfectly 


true description of it. Over a large part of the world, bread is 


the people’s staple food. 


In this country and in Western Europe bread is made from 
wheat. In Eastern countries—India, China, Malaya—the staple 
food is rice. Rice is the bread of the East. 


What is happening to the world’s wheat supply therefore, 
concerns us all intimately. 


Britain and some other countries do not grow enough wheat 
for their needs and have to buy part of their supplies from 
overseas. The chief countries which export wheat are Canada, 
U.S.A., Argentine, Australia and sometimes Roumania and the 


U.S.S.R. Other countries, though they do not export wheat, 
grow all they need. 


When Hitler’s war machine spread over Europe, whole tracts 
of wheat-growing land, as well as stores of grain, were destroyed. 
Such agriculture as was left in the occupied countries was used 
for growing food for the conquerors. 


All over Europe, including Britain, factories 
were making tanks instead of tractors. Farm 
equipment became depleted. So, too, did the 


supply of fertilisers. Our grain production went 
down. 


The same thing happened in the East. Countries which used 
to export rice could no longer do so and their products fell. 
Countries like India and Ceylon, have to import rice which is the 


basis of their diet, had to go pitifully short. 


Early in 1945 the Combined Food Board was set up to take 
stock of the world food position. Things at this time looked bad 
but not too bad. But worse was to come. Floods in the Yellow 
River in China, droughts in the Argentine, Australia and India, 
and North Africa with locusts as well brought in their train a 
further lowering of the world’s stock of grain. 


Nature had intervened, with calamities on an absolutely 
unprecedented scale, to worsen the food position still further. 


Urgent steps had to be taken to avoid hunger and starvation 
for millions. Britain agreed to forego her share of rice in favour 
of the rice-eating countries. The countries which imported 
wheat had to take a cut in their supplies. 


Britain will therefore, have a quarter of a million tons less 
wheat for the first half of 1946. And in order to make this 
smaller amount of wheat go further, more of it must go into 
bread—85% instead of 80%. That means a darker loaf again. 


The world’s supply of wheat is alarmingly low, and unless 
every effort is made to eliminate waste, there will not be enough 
to go round. We must all of us do our utmost not to waste 
bread. You can help in these ways :— 


| Don’t buy more bread than you need. 


2. Keep the loaf fresh by wrapping in a clean, dry cloth 
and keeping in an airy bin with the lid tilted. 


3 Use up stale bread for cooking. 
Don’t throw it in the dustbin. 


We must not waste bread while others want. Let us always 
remember that bread is the “ staff of life ’—for everyone. 


MINISTRY OF FOOD @ 
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How to ue 
STALE CRUD 


BAKED FRUIT PIE 


2 lb. fruit, bottled or fresh 3 tablespoons milk 
1 pint of bread cubes, cut neatly from 2 tablespoons sugar 
left over pieces. 


If fresh fruit is used, stew first and sweeten to taste. Put the fruit and juice in 
apie dish. Cover the fruit with the cubes of bread. Pour the milk over the bread 
and sprinkle on the sugar. Bake in a hot oven 20-30 minutes. 


RECIPES USING SOAKED CRUSTS 


Soak crusts in cold water and leave until soft. Squeeze very dry (this is im- 
portant), and return to the basin. Beat thoroughly to remove all lumps and make 


the mixture quite smooth. Soaked crusts can be used in place of fresh breadcrumbs 
in most recipes. 


WELSH RAREBIT 


14 ov. stale crusts, soaked and squeezed 1-2 teaspoons salt 
4 tablespoons milk Pinch of pepper 
2 oz. grated cheese 4 ov. margarine 
1 teaspoon made mustard 4 slices of toast. 


Mix the bread with the milk, half the cheese and the seasoning. Beat well. Melt 
the margarine in a saucepan add the mixture and cook till hot and well blended. 
Spread it on the slices of toast and sprinkle with the remainder of the cheese. 
Brown gently under the grill. Serve very hot. 


BAKED BREAD PUDDING 


8 oz. stale crusts, soaked and squeezed i teaspoon mixed spice 
3 oy. dried fruit Pinch of grated nutmeg 
1 oz. melted margarine or shredded suet 5 tablespoons milk 

3 tablespoons sugar 


Mix the bread, fruit, melted margarine or suet, 2 tablespoons sugar and the spices 
well together. Add the milk, and mix to a soft dropping consistency. Pour into 
a well-greased baking tin (6in. by 8in.). Bake in a moderate oven for #-1 hour. 
Sprinkle the top with the remaining sugar before serving. 


RHUBARB AND RAISIN STUFFING 


6 oy. stale crusts, soaked and squeezed 2 teaspoons salt 
4 ov. suet, dripping or bacon fat Pinch of pepper 
2-3 oz. chopped rhubarb 1 teaspoon thyme. 


2 tablespoons chopped raisins. 


Mix all the ingredients together. If using dripping or bacon fat melt this before 
adding it to the dry ingredients. Use for stuffing pork, lamb or veal. 


> ALL RECIPES FOR 4 PERSONS... ALL SPOONS LEVEL 


RECIPES USING DRIED CRUMBS 


Bake crusts in the oven until they are dry and crisp. Use a rolling pin to crush 
them into fine crumbs. Store in an airtight jar or tin. These crumbs are useful for 
coating food for frying, covering: the tops of savoury dishes and for many other 
dishes such as the recipes given below. 


GOLDEN BREAD PUDDING 


—with syrup sauce. 


1 pint milk 2 tablespoons flour 
4 oz. browned breadcrumbs 2 teaspoons baking powder 
2 oy. suet 1 teaspoon ground ginger 
2 tablespoons syrup, slightly warmed. 
Pour the milk over the crumbs and leave for 5 minutes. Add the remaining 
ingredients and mix well. Turn into a greased pie dish and bake for about half 
an hour in a moderate oven. Serve with syrup sauce. 


SYRUP SAUCE 


2 tablespoons syrup Pinch of ground ginger 
2 tablespoons water. 


Heat the ingredients together in a small saucepan until] the syrup is melted and 
the whole well blended. ; 


CRUMB FUDGE 
2 fablespoons SYTUD vw on Few drops vanilla, peppermint-or. 


2 oz. margarine orange essence. 
2 oz. sugar _ 6 0x. dried crumbs. 
2 oz. cocoa. 


Heat the syrup, margarine, sugar and cocoa gently until all is melted. Stir in 
the required flavouring and then the bread crumbs. Mix thoroughly and turn into 
a well greased 7 in. sandwich tin; spread evenly and mark lightly into fingers or 
squares. Leave-for 24 hours and then use as a cake or sweet. This fudge 
improves with keeping for a day or two. 


WHAT TO DO WITH A STALE LOAF OR ROLLS 


If a whole loaf, or part of a loaf or rolls have become very stale, damp the 
outside crust well with water. Do this by dipping the bread quickly into a bow] of 
water, or sprinkle the crust with water. Put the bread on to a baking tray and bake 
in a very hot oven for about 20 minutes. The result is a very crusty new loaf. 
The bread should be eaten at once. 


BREAD RUSKS 


Using slices of stale bread. 


1 tablespoon sugar 4 slices bread from a 2 lb. loaf cut 
2 tablespoons hot water. 4-4} in. thick. 
1 sablespoon brown sugar. 


Melt the sugar in the hot water. Quarter the slices of bread and brush over 
withthe syrup. Place ona greased baking sheet and sprinkle with the brown sugar. 
Bake in a moderate oven till firm and golden krown in colour. Serve with stewed 
fruit or fruit foo). Also suitable for children, in place of biscuits. 
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The true meaning of 


EPSTEIN’S SENSATIONAL 


"= JACOR and 
the Angel °° 


age EPSTEIN was born in New York in 1880. This teeming life cf 
the city’s emigrant population offered him experience he has always been 
a able to draw upon. He studied in his native city and’in Paris, and settled 
in London in 1005 ike many artists he has had’ his full share of toil and 
<t ouble. 1 the age of feverish hustle there is little encouragement for the 
creative mind. Too often he achieves poverty, disillusion and an early death. 


tein | Dody and mind have enabled aie to withstan 
urrilous attacks of the empty-headed as well as of those whose appreciation 
art is limited by sterile a outworn habits of feeling an d thought, | 
Chi ines have been received as “‘sensational”’ for ar 
so powerful in its content and form that viol 
>rage man receives a heavy blow to his ind & 
sees one of Epstein’s carvings. If he is timid and 
skirts of convention he shys a away. [ his mind is simp! 
ain and never forgets what he has seen. tsk her 


-ases a figure hidden in the stone, but 
our own minds. 


JACOB WRESTLING WITH THE ANGEL 


GROUP IN ALABASTER. 
by JACOB EPSTEIN, 


expects, with every new .creation, powerful statement of dogmatic 

symbolism. In this, Epstein’s latest work, representing the biblical Jacob 
wrestling with the Angel, there is symbolism indeed. This colossal group 
treats with dynamic exphasis and coherency an episode of dramatic opportunity, 
its potency being controlled rather by its subject than by the personality of its 
author. It is his most important work, it is his most memorable conception 
for once, the artist sinks himself entirely in the subject of his inspiration. 


[a the case of an artist so well known for his forceful expressions the public 


The gigantic figures, made articulate with all Epstein’s command of 
masterly technique, depict the human Leader locked in conflict with a 
supernatural being two opposing forces, each with God-derived power, . 
striving with pent up energy to gain a mastery, as much perhaps mental as 
physical. The result, as in nature when balanced forces are in opposition, 
is static —- all the elements of a potential discuption are held imprisoned in 
one seemingly inert moment. It is that moment which Epstein has seized upon. 
It is that static compress which is realised in the close-gripping arms, in the 
pressure of body on body, in the thrown back heads of the massive contestants 


Standing in front of the group one recalls the account in Genesis (XXXIIT)., 
of how, all the night through until the coming of the day, Jacob held his own, 
fighting for his very soul, alone with the mighty being who at last pays tribute 
to his opponent: ‘‘Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel.’’ 


Jacob had been in the grip of doubt. He had sent on ahead his flocks and 
herds, his wives and followers. He feared the conflict of his own power with 
that of his approaching brother, and he took a man’s way out. Alone he faced 
his problem, wrestling the whole night through and conquering. As a new 
man he rejoined his people, knowing he had triumphed before the Face of God. 
“‘ Jacob was dead — Israel, Prince of God, was born.” 


Perhaps “‘The Conquering Spirit of Israel’? would have been a more 
imformative title for the group. Init Epstein reveals, perhaps unconsciously, 
the subconscious conviction within him. This conviction may well have been 
inspired by the present world-conflict in which the children of Israel have so 
suffered at the hands of continental oppressors. If that is so the group may 
be looked upon as a vision, a symbol, of Israel’s destiny —— so far as Israel lives 
in the spirit of Jacob, the man who walked in to the Face of God. 


—CHARLES STAFFORD, 
Director of Supreme Arts. 


JACOB AND THE ANGEL 


‘ HESE two interlocked figures embraced in a mortal struggle represent 
to me the eternal strife between the spiritual and material components 
in man himself, 


The Angel seen as a messenger from the Father to Jacob, his own creation 
is not delivering a message by word or by inspiration, but he is forcing its 
content on to this creative made of clay. The strugglein its desperation ends 
only in the complete defeat of the man. This is a conflict between the body and 
soul of a composite creature, and the two are so closely interwoven so as to 
show one entity is involved, Man-God. ‘ 


This is the age-old struggle between heaven and earth, light and darkness, 
spirit and matter, body and soul. The struggle is fought out on the stage of 
the cosmos equally as in the heart of man and always as here, the victory must 


f a 


go to the light, the spirit, the soul. God 1s always Master, 


EPSTEIN’S PLACE IN ART 


HE work of cur modern sculptors—of whem Epstein ts the high light— 

reflects the mental attitude which rejects the older standards of beauty ana 

truth, of love and faith, and in place thereof would preach the gospel of 
liberty — of thought feeling —- which would proclaim each man a law unto 
himself even to the extent of being a creator in himself. Thus the forms which 
Epstein creates are, to him, inevitably the only forms he could use. Whatever 
his subject, be it Adam, Genesis, Christ or, as here, Jacob wrestling with the 
Angel, he may be imagined as striving to bring order out of the chaos of mental 
and mora! disintegration which has been spreading through the world’s sub- 
.conscious like a poisunous fungoid growth. 


How best he can do this is, of course, a matter for Epstein to determine. 
He, like any other great artist, gives us ideas passed through the fire of his own 
creative imagination and it is small wonder that when they issue forth from that 
fire, they are transformed from the seeming reality of their first conception, 
unto something not easily forgotten and something which will be passed on 
yto posterity. | 


OAFORD STREET “AHIBITIONS 
“pstein and Wernaid ete. 


1-8.5.46, 
GoT 


Inv. first visited the 
WaS about to close. 
On about the 
in red on beige (wood) stood 
‘Worth ite Weight in Gold.' It 4g late on ah 


exhausted with cataloguing exhibitions, so s 
appeals to the atten 
ner shoe, 


&ppended later) Was going 
Two notices painted 
‘48 Tons of taPilis, ' 
ol afternoon; Inv ig 
he pays and Goes in and 
and says she has a nail in 
down near the figures, which are corded 
on metal plates all round them; Similar 
The attendant F50D, who looke tired 
and says, ‘Take off your shoe. He'll] 
S80 Inv. sits with one snoe on and one off, 


and bored, comes up to Iry. 
nanmer it down for you, 


Surveying the huge alabaster 
about &> who comes in and wal 


Group and watching a mulatto Soldier 
ks round in @ shy way, Sniling to hniuself. 


When the shoe is returned to her, 


She notes the various metal posterss 


in order round the walls, from left to right. 


- Your first impression may be wrong. 

mat is your opicion? 

» You may be wrong. 

Is #pstein right? 3 

Take a@ Good Look and then Look Again. 

- What is «nstein trying to tell you? | : 
\repeated) Take a Good Look and then Look Again: 


NOVI BU DH 


As there is nobody there at the moment but the smiling Se ee 
ye oa ee ee. eee. fe A ee ig Regen with 
Jacob and the Angel. At first glance it seen hae. gga 
siedusa hair floating loose against huge wings like ae genta to 
sceel ehcarensat = Uy" pones Wg tome Gaeta nw 
e] s forearms - by means of a J ue Fas 

a not strong on tiie Yld +estament and age hag es scatatic ashical 
struggled all night with the angel. sup roses gerald pea a the paws 
revelation is more like orgasm than any otner eXD ic ts ik aed 

thing on @ higher scale - Epstein is representing ie y es gd Pa 
pbs. fie (Inv. is wrong.) She then walks round. eg an the 

aut oe chairs and shrinap-coloured wicker table ‘Wi UiERMATD. 
there are gilt ch ; tices: A REAL LIVs weRdA 

tition at the end of the room are no , nttoes: HAVE 

‘seed v OF 1 OA SHE S ALIVs. There are otner notices: larger, 
oar A lg YOU MUST S#% STZLLA: Ononon oh OH getting pet 
+08 —— agg ee Band the walls are several upstein pcg iy Ee 
_— nara aad s i eeeiad couple. Two vanadian wep eae rees = une 
Peaprrty oor: aot slance slightly nervously at ays fee 4 ‘ jermaia' 

Se detke aoae to the drawings, and then disappear lato : 


section. 


: wax 
ner at the end of the room is a female nude in 


on a vedestal; on the latter is written in 4 cn 
chalk: Fortuna 


uxpert Advice 
on all 


4 a 


Problems 


m2@5C, FSOC, F50C, wander through, 
sroup and the drawings, 
announcement: 
characterless drawings. 
if a placard ‘TO FIRE EXIT’ 
entrance, a clown on 


changes the notice 


‘Open' to the 
It hangs ona 


S legs. ‘Well, wi ! 
Sake oie Tag an Aug does not wait for an aneeee. Meg tou, tadak 
: ust Walk out - they’ : 
nv. she cones from reston, y re disgoosted, (She tells 


» 8LODS and chats 
be glad to Bet home: ' 
our mermaid, ' 


penis is between -the angel ' 


‘You should hear what they say. 
F20C, 


for a minute to F50D and 
She walks Out, and F50D tells 


take @ hurried glance at the 


and then become very interested in an 
‘A likeness in 5 minutes. ' 


Above the entrance 


Near this are several 
to the second section 


and two hideous faces apove the 


the right and a Fat Boy on the left. 
black curtain is at this moment drawn a 


A 
cross the entrance and ii55D 


reverse side Which says, ‘Closed,’ 
nail on the right of the curtain. 


when she sits down on the 
On this side it can be seen that 


They 
&@ little blonde 


then says, | : i 
Tavi MeBe 2°12 | 


eats 


girl, comes 


JACOB AND THE ANGEE -a-« 1.5.46. 


WedU and Fes¢ come in and look intently at the apstein. Very 
peculiar.” says F250. They go on looking, and suddenly burst into 
roars of laughter. They walk round to the other side and then 

look again. F25c pats her hair and pulls ner coat Straight as 

8ne passes @ long mirror on the west wall. They glance at the 
drawings and then go out. FOOC comes in, gapes and then turns 

to mirror and looks at herself. Nobody else comes in, so Inv. goes. 
she pays a visit to the inner section on 8.5.46. A furious F6OD 

in the pay-box asks what she is doing, what s the idea. When Inv. 
tells her she says bursting with indignation, ‘I never heard such 
ruovoish. We can t get a decent newspaper and they can waste paper 
doing this sort of thing.’ ‘I don't think you understand the idea 
of it ° suggests Inv. wildly. ‘Oh, so I've got no brain?’ snaps 
FOOD, returning to pay-box. Inv. goes towards small booth with 
placard ‘SHE THE GIRL IN THH SHA.‘ At the front there is a snall 
circular opening about O= in diameter. TInere 18 glass at the 
back and behind the glass are suall goldfish moss, imitation rocks 
| ‘aad at the back, the mermaid lying down. Hhe -ontrives to ok’ Ye 

| noeches in length. ‘Hello: saye a voice, and inv. 
aot more than 61x iacneé 2 first visit standing 
turns round to see the ‘mermaid’ she met on her iy 
pehnir ‘Yes there s two of us °~ she says. There anny 

eg tox ped in when I go out to lunch.” Inv. asks what people 
o be. : ore’ ‘Oh . Aren t you 

ms say to the uermaid on duty. Oh , they meg ai 

atts i there? San I come in and keep you company’ Don*t you 


miss the sea?‘ Things like that. Inv. asks the mermaid in the 
caoinet if she is allowed to read. She Says no. Inv. asks what 

She thinks about. ‘Oh. the ooy-friend. That's my boy-friend ~ that 
fish on your left ‘ says the neruaid, Waggling her tail. 


ee Se a 


Deside the mermaid, there are glass cases with models of the Queen 
ary a destroyer and another liner. There is a snail Dlackboard 
| propped against the wall near the entrance. with ‘SHE IS ALIVa AND 
SH CAN TALK. Step right in‘ in white chalk. On the wall opposite 
| the mermaid’s cabinet is a wretched daub - fenale nude, with a band 
| of shadow painted round her ribs. It is placarded: LOOK CLOSELY 
AT THz BODY OF STELLA FOR 10 seconds and you will SHH her creathing: 
| An Optical Illusion. The World's Strangest Picture.’ FOOD comes 
| back and crossly voints out to Inv. where to stand. Inv. looks for 
10 seconds, several tines, ah several different angles, out cannot 
detect any movement. Probably the boy with the bellows nas gone 
out to lunch. | 


In the right-hand corner of the room is a poster: BORN ON BLACKPOOL 
PANDS and @ hand pointing to the enclosure of the paliist. it is 
: curtained off with black-out waterial, with a diagran of a hand on 

| each side and below the black-out. stuff 18 a tacle with vnlnese 
figures on it. ‘GIPSY PALMISTRY’' is announced in tois corner, out 
the palmist too is out at lunch. 


Inv. notes on going out that there is a large poster representing 
a uermuaid on a rock with a smooth sea vceyond, and captions: — 
THE LIV .gRMAID IN THe SHAS. THe WOND ui OF THe WORLD. Never 
SEFORZ SEEN IN ENGLAND. DIRZCT FRO. THE NEW YORK WORLD 5 FAIR 


She's alive and she talks.’ @mg i250 and another «€50 come ee 
k While Inv. is there and talk to both mermaids who are apparently 
friends of theirs; nobody else comes ln. 
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got killed in ?" 


"Yea, George Heath, don’t you remember ?" 


"I don't think I do". 


A pretty blonce is deputising for the manager. "The people 
we get in, and the things they say" she comments. "You'd think 
they never saw a newspaper. Half of them don't seem to know 
what to expect when they come in. ‘What's it all about ? ‘What 
is it ? I don't see anything so special about it’ they'll say. 
But some people appreciate it because it’s so genuine. The 
actual car. It sort of brings it all home to them. ‘When they 
gee it's absolutely genuine, they're impressed". 


The same word is usec by the announcer of the "Crown Jewels 
Exhibition", who calls through the loudspesker "This exhibition 
ie so genuine that your noney will be returned if youate not 
satisfied. Up to the present nobody's money has been returned." 
He claims that this show is quite different from any other in 
Oxford Street "It's so genuine; it's historical". 


The rep’ ‘cas shown here aré all the work of an Vast London 
citizen carried out during the 1940/1 blitz. The extrrior of 
the bullding has been done up to suggest the Tower of London. 
Heavy stoneework has been painted on sheets of asbestos and 
fastened on the entrance and outer wall, in the middle of which 
is a recessed bar, advertising Ice-cream and Cold Drinks. 


A young man going round with his girl asks her if she hes 
ever been to the Tower. "No ? Well, the originals look just 
like fakes anyhow. These look quite age good". 

seek to 

If these shows/appeal by their "genuineness", the Epstein 
exhibition relies on a certain suggestiveness calculated to 
arouse curiosity. The loudspeaker at the entrance goes on about 
"The strangest Show you have ever Been", "No one ever had any- 
thing like this to show you before", and inside are notices saying 


1. Your first impression maybe wrong. 

2. “What ig your opinion ? 

%. You may be wrong. 

4. Is Ppstein right ? 

5. Take a good look and then look again ! 
Yhat is Bpstein trying to tell you ? 


€ 
\ » oe 


The manegement aleo supply a bocklet centaining a serious 
appreciation of the work by Charles ‘tafford, "Director of 
Supreme Arte", whatever that may be. The actusl sculpture 
stands among gilt chairs and shrimp-coloured wicker tables, and 
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rts Cardenas" or "Arcades", consisting of a long hall, usually 
open to the street, set out with rows of pe A HK ninetables 
enc Other | ce) ents. 4 the entrance of one of them is a 
wed chin Ing! 1; on jee-cream bar. FReyond, ogee of 
eyed oh et are “rited, a 1Ae? 

, chromium and class per mny~in=the-s 10 + machines 
nave difrerent pleturee and cantions: hovelty Herch rihhan" § 
"The Merkenan's Shoot"; racing cars; 'Potary Verch néise": "Miami 
Beech": "A Davy at the Faces" 


4. 


The best of the "cranes" is the very elaborate "Rotary 
Merchandise" table, glass-covered, hexagonal in shape, with four 
chromium arms and hands fixed above the usual assortment of 
cigarette packets, bakelite salt and pepper-pots, sugar castors, 
combs, match—box covers, ashtrays etc. These lie on a mirror 
which reflects the internal mechanism of the arms. When a penny 
is inserted, thetable turns round, and by pressing a button, an 
arm can be moved over these objects. Another button controls the 
fingers, which, after some experience with the machine, can be 
made to pick up the prizes. and can then be steered towards a 


side pocket. Usually, however, they drop the ashtrav, salt-—-cellar 
or whatever on the way. 


A middle~aged couple are playing this machine, and the man 
warns the woman "You aren't meant to win !" She asks him if he 


has ever geen anybody win anything at a fun fair, and he says no, 
that's not the idea. 


"You can't make anything out of these mechines nowadays" he 
goes on. "A pal of mine and I used to go to one of those places 
near the Strand, every lunch-time, before the war. We found we 
could get the knack of the machines after a bit, and then for 
about 8d you could get four packets of cigsrettes. But the 
minute they find you doing that, they alter the mechanism. I got 
to know a chap that worked there, and he told me they kept a very 
sharp eye on people to see whether they were getting thestuff out 
or not, and if they did, he'd be sent round to adjust the machine 


so as to make it more difficult. I've never won anything here}; 
they fix it so that you can't." 


At this point a girl attendant comes along with a handful of 
coppers, and puts about a shillingsworth into the machine, in 
order to demonstrate that you can. — 


Further on is a machine-gun on a red painted stand. Ay 
man keeps on putting in pennies, then goes to the gun, swings it, 
and it goes rat~tat—tat monotonously. An elderly man asks "Does 


anything come out of that gun ?" "No" "Then why do you go on 
putting pennies in ?" 


"Just fun, nothing but fun" answers the young man airxtly. 
Under the stairease are seven "Moving Picture" machines: 


1. Through the Keyhole 

2. Apple Blossom Time 

3. Broadway Follies 

4. Dance of Love 

5. The Flower Vase 

6. Good Night (3 parts ~- 1d each) Please insert penny ° 
slowly 


7. Wo Lady 


No. l., “Through the Keyhole" is a series of pictures of a 
workmen in dungsrees in a yard, and a sirl helf-undressed, who 
keeps pulling up a blind at her window that keers falling ¢own. 
From the girl's underclothes, ~ she is wesring rather a long 
pair of camiknickers, - and her shingled head. the date of the 
victures wovld appear to be 19276 +4, 


At the foot of the stairs there is atesrget, and 2 notice, 
“Vinchester Rifle Range". On the uprer floor ere more vin-tables 
of an early type, 2 vumeh bell and a try-your-strength machine, @ 
withdivisione, bbelled: 1. Sunerior, ?. Powerful, 3. Tough, 4. 
Very Strong, 5. Stronger, 6. Fair, 7. Week, 9%. Very Weak. 


The rifle ranze itself is dark and dusty and neglected. 
There are three gone and a placard "Four shotea 1/-". A sort of 
dJror-seere hones down from above, and thetargete are in darkness. 


; 
On te whole, the snow business in Oxford Street is not 4 


4 


. 


whet it was during the war, when there were a iot of foreigners and | 
soldiers about wro didn't mow Lordon, anc hed nowhere to go. : 
Tne attentance ia just casual, people drop in fust to fill in 


time, Af they're waitine for someone, or for a theatre or cinema, 
or just to get out of the rein. As a funf air attendant said 

"It gives them a bit of an interest, — it's better than just 
hanging about |" 


li seems probable that, as business premises are rebuilt, and 
the supply of consumer rooce increases, Oxford Street will go 
back to its old functicn as a plate-~glasas shopping certre, and 
the sice~chows will disappear. Oniy one amusementarcade claims 
to be old-established, and the manager says "We've been here 17 x 
veare. Let me beg you, don't put us down ae ea Pun Fair, - we're 
a Sports Arcade; we're not one of these mushroom thines avrung 
up with the war. Don't, don't vut us down as a fun fair !" 


Oxford Street 


BUTLIN'S WINDOWS (Note on) ry 1946 


\ 
( 
' 


The aimless crowds of Uxford Street seem to take a good deal of interest | 
in Butlin's windows. They drift in and look quite attentively at the | 
photograpns and tne wodel canp displayed in the entrance, especially at 

the photograpns of Tommy Aandley and the +tma Company at Filey Camp. 


The Eber Butlin s Holiday Samp! is in a large glass case, about 

i r a § Inv. watched several neople come and lean over it with interest. 
‘My friend went last year, says F20C to H25C. ‘She said it was very 
good, especially the food. 


Another iie5C leans over case and says fo Fe5C with hin: "You'd want a 

bicycle to get from the back down to tne front for your meals, if you | 
lived in one at the back.’ ‘Well, you can get bicycles, so I ve neard, } 
pays F25C. ‘You can hire thea. They think of everything.’ 


Oxford Street 
LIST OF HAHIBITOGONS 


North side; going east from Marble Arch: 


1. SPORTS GARDEN. Over entrance: ‘The Prime Amusement Centre. ' 
Posters and announcements (as follows) exhibited in entrance. 
Inside, staircase to basement; over staircase, roof is moulded 
into the form of a scallop-shell, wired for lights. Cardboard 
letters ( ) on left: IN, and on right: OUT. 


CABSURY'S FOOD HEALTH CENTRE. Panel each side of entrance 
Says: OPEN 10 a.m. Double-fronted shop window. Advertises: 
‘Cookery Demonstrations Daily. Food Advice Bureau. Bring 
Your Food Problems Here: 
Window on left shows jars of bottled fruits - plums, pears, 
cherries, rhubarb; also leaflets about jamn-making and a 
cardboard clock showing time of next cooking demonstration; 
hands now stand at half-pvast ten. A board at the side reads 
Cadbury's Special Demonstration Today: slot below showing 
different items demonstrated now reads: seat Loaf 

Baked Rhubarb Pudding 


Hindow on right is full of tins of Cadbury's Bournville 
Cocoa. Placard advertises ‘Cadbury s Delicious ULocoa ed per 
cup.’ A cup and saucer appear at the left of the words. 


SELFRIDGE'S GROW MORE FOOD EXHIBITION. Notices about 15" x 
24" appear in each window along Oxford Street, announcing 
Exhibition Open Daily. 9.420 a.m./5.p. from May 1st to 14th. 
Take Gold Lift.’ 


On bombed site of John Lewis... TH# BATTLE FOR BREAD. 
Admission Free. 


ATROCITY ZAHIBITION. 


PLACARDS AT ENTRANCS: es 
WAR IN WAA S#AHIBITION. /Miain Hall and Children s »®ection Od. 
Concentration Caup 6d extra. See Churchill, Roosevelt, 
Stalin, Chiang Kai Shek, Hitler, Mussolini. 


Plaster model, highly coloured, with a party of Disney 
characters in it, some nodding their heads, is inside entrance 
on right. Mickey Mouse, Donald Duck, the Thres Littie Pécs, 
etc. Four characters are nodding their heads and tie movenent 
attracts tae attention of children. 


Poster in entrance: SEE THE HORRORS OF THE CONCENTRATION CAMP. 
Authentic Reproductions. The entrance walls are plastered with 
posters: 'The Public Acclaims this 100% Perfect Exhibition. 
(People stop and glance round, but no one goes in while Inv. 

is noting down posters. M7C says, What's inside?’ and is 
dragged along by F30C). : 


South side, east to west: 


7. Arcade, open to street: above entrance, in large letters: 
AMUSEMENTS. (Smaller lettering) Rifle Range. 
Ice Cream bar at entrance. ~ 


LIST OF HAHIBITIONS 1.5, 46. 


8, 


ORIMis DO“tS NOT PAY. (Double-fronted shop window with pay-box 
Within doorway. Both windows are covered with placards, news- 
paper cuttings of the George Heath murder, advertisements and 

80 on. Posters: THE SHOW THAT WAS TOO HOT FOR BLACKPOOL. ' 

‘YOU MUST SEH THIS'. ‘SEs TH# MARKS OF THE FATAL BULLET. ' 

record on loudsveaker is just proclaiming that ‘ “e have not 

even cleaned the car for your inspection. | Photographs of 
Hlizabeth Jones and Karl Bolton ('The Accused') on right; 

George Heath ('The Murdered'); also Violet Hodge. cule 

(00h, I say:' exclaims F250, They look at windows. F500: What, 
are they still rattling on about this?’ sany people stop and 
examine the windows. Several stop and read through tne rather 
vellow prese~cuttings of toe trial. M25C reads a poster aloud: 
‘Get your Copy of Rex v. Hulten & Jones. The Dossier of the 

Cleft Chin Murder.' Another poster announces Autugraphned copies 
of the Uleft Chin Doscier.’ A poster outside the entrance says: 
This sxhibition has been banned by the Snownan's Guild-* Another: 
‘This is the lost Notovious var in tngland.' Another: ‘They tried 
to stop you seeing this but nere it is.' 


SPORTS GARDEN. ‘London's Premier Sports Centre. Free.' 
Very battered poster at entrance announces: ‘Madame Amie Leo. 
The well-known Oxford Street Palmist. Established 16 years.’ 


“Exhibition announcing itself as ‘THE WORLD'S GREATEST SHOCKER. ° 
Yacob and the Angel. Posters: 'Waat do you think of Hpstein?’ 
‘The Show that Tommy Handley joked about in ITMA.' ‘The 
pensation of All Tine.* Loudspeaker is saying: ‘The strangest 
Show you nave ever seen. No one ever nad anything to snow you 
like tnis before.’ A few peovle stop and listen; glance at 
posters, M20C and Meev stroll uncertainly to pay-box and go in. 


CROWN JaWisLS HKAHIBITION. Music (wireless) inside. Nobody going 
in. 


Oxford Street May 1946 
FUN FAIR OR SPORTS ARCADz GST 
‘Winchester Rifle Range’ 


The arcade is a long room perhaps 30 to 40 ft. in lengtn and about 

18 ft. wide. It is open to the street. On each side are rows of 
cranes and-pin-tables. At the entrance (left) is a weighing machine, 
and \right/ an ice-cream bar. Tne penny-in-the-slot exhibits are as 
follows: 


Left Wall: 1. Weigning machine. 
2. OChromiun machine, red and black, wita notice in x 
12" in pencil: NOTz 
DO NOT G#T sLacTRiIc SHOCK 
JUST TRY YOUR 


OTRLNGTH 
ONLY 
Dd. Crane wito matches. Picture of loving young couple 


stuck on back: metal object representing bows of snip 
labelled Novelty wercnantman. 


cy ® 4 , e e . 7 

4. Same, witao head of young girl and caption serves fou 
Right.’ Below crane are bakelite salt and pepper-pots, 
brooches, combs, matchbox-covers, asntrays. 


5. The Marksman's Shoot. ‘Place coin in slot, turn knob 
to load pistol. Reward automatically delivered for any 
Bull Scored. 


6. Machine resembling desk wita ~lass top, below glass are 
metal racing cars. Notice reads: ‘Insert coin. Ball 
Will then appear on track.’ Inv. inserts nenny; 
chroniun ball appears; wneél joggles it between the 

cars and it ungontrollably rolls into the hole at the 
bottom marked 'LOSE' and not the hole aarked ‘WIN.' 


(» Rotary ercnandise. ‘Glass case With green baize- 
covered tray; cnroniun surround; cigarette packets, 
Sugar castors, salt cellars, matches, etc., below. 


S&S. MIAMI. Fin table. Beach scene; chroniua balls; soringm® 
Wletal label: ‘Chicago Vom. Machine Mfg. Co.’ 


J. Ditto. Scoring board behind. 'Produce of DAVAL Mfg. Co. 
Chicazo, U.S.A. L1G, 11, 38, 13 Wace, 


1@. A Day at the Races. (Ball rolls round tracx and 
disanopvears. Race-course, stationary horses called 
Turf vnaups.. 


XX. Tarset by staircase, and notice: WINCHZSTER RIFLE RANGE 
UPSTAIRS. 


15. Machine gun, on red-painted stand. M25C keeps on | 
putting in pennies, then goes to gun, swWings it, and | 
it goes rat “tat- “tat, monotonously. Inv. watches for | 
some tine, fails to see the point of it, then says, 
'Does anything come out of that gun?' M25¢: No. | 
Inv: Why do you go on putting pennies in? : 
M25C, airily: Just fua. Nothing out fun. (Proprietor | 

later tells Inv. it is ‘the sun the trooos were trained ; 

on,’ that it makes an electric contact if trained 
exactly an a moving target up in the far wall, just 

below the celling, and ‘If you train it rignt you win 4 

prize. ' 


lo & 17. More cranes and junk. 


2 18, AB attacies sketch). 


In section of room under staircase are seven ‘Moving 
Picture’ macoines, titles a8 follows - 


1. Through the Keyhole. 
an eee Follies \New York) 


bax : 
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FUN FAIR: Winchester “\ifle “iange » - 2- 


>. The Flower Vase 
S. Good Night ( 3 parts 


ld each) PLEASZ INSZRT PENN 
2 SLOW Pr 
¥ e INO Lady . 
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Inv. puts penny into No.l, intending to go systematically round, but gets 
vored at once and interest fails her. No. 1 (Through the Keyhole) is a 
series of pictures of a workinan in dungareewp in a yard, and a girl nalf- 
undressed, who keepe putting up a blind at her window that keeps falling 
down. From the girl's undercloties and shiggled head Inv. would place 


the photographs at 1926-8, (She is wearing a rather long pair of cami- 
Knickers). | 


On the back wall there are more crane On the right wall, froma back 

Lo front, there are wore pinttables and otner macnines, including a 

Road Test: Can you drive?’ This is a simplified landscave with trees and 
waite cliffs and the sea as a background. Black track running from back 
to front with model of racing car on it. Instructions: ‘Place venny 

in slot and endeavour to drive car along road. Number of driving mistakes 
are registered on indicator.’ 


There are Several more pinctables and cranes against the 
rigot wall. Finally Inv. falls for a machine called 

PUSSY, showing 5 black cats in various positions, silhouetted 
on a wall against a background of modern flats and a sky 

With full moon putting out a red tongue. A penny provides 

d balls, which then drop into the pistol one by one. ‘Coin 
returns when 5 cats are snot off wall.’ Inv. goes on madly 
shooting cats for sone time but they only sway when hit, and 
are far too firuly fixed to fall off the wall. 


There is also a Similar machine to No.6, but ball is 
Steered between groups of trees instead of cars. Then a 
macsaine cr1lled Screwball, in which a ball has to be bounced 
from a tilted platform into a socxet. 


Back at the entrance, Inv. discovers the gem of the arcade: a very 
elaborate ‘Rotary Merchandise’ tyvge: 1. slass-covered’ tadle, hexagonal 

in shape, has four chromiuga arms with hands fixed over the usual 
cigarette*packets, Sugar castors, salt cellars, ashtrays, etc. These 

lie on a mirror which reflects the internal mechanism of the arms. When 
a penny is inserted, the table turns round, and by vressing a button, 

an arm can be moved over these objects. Another button is then pressed, 
controlling the fingers, which after some experience with tne machine can 
be made to pick up objects and can then be steered towards a side pocket. 
But they usually drop the ashtray, salt~cellar, or whatever, on the way. 
M50¢C and F40C are playing With | it when inv. discovere it, so she joins 
in. ‘You aren't meant to win!' warns M50C. Inv. asks nim if he has 
ever seen anybody win anything at a Fun Fair and he says no, that's not 
the idea. 


A rough catalogue of the objects upstairs (woich have an outmoded look 
about them) is ag follows. Upstairs does not seem to be frequented at 
‘all, for it took Inv. some minutes to catalogue the things to be seen, 
and no one came un while she was there. 


Pin-tables of an early type- 
A punch-ball 
A game called FLIPSHILL. 


A machine called Hi-ball. 7 | 
A Gory" yourwstrengtna machine, With divisions a8 
follows: 1. Superior. <2. Powerful. 4. Tougi. 

4, Very strong. 5. stronger. O- Fair. 


a Weak. 8. Very weak. 


lore peuny-in-the-slot machines, called Penalty 
Football, and Novelty Merchantman. 


As Inv. stands on the stairs, on the way down, she overhears tne 


following: Female voice: What is vostmortem? 
Male What? 
Female " A long word. Portmorten. 
ale . Dunno. 


F35C: Where's the paluwist® 
P2553 (attendant) Sne's at the coast. 


The rifle range itself (upstairs) is dark and Cus by Bag BeGle ota top 


uns, and a plaga ob n as 
cab hange dow from 8 - ove, Pa and tae Lond bBo? 
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‘ all set so that you can't.’ 
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WINCHHSTaR RIFLo RANGS \-j-°e 


On Inv's second visit (when trying to master the mechanism of the 
chrowium armas) she fell in wito M35C, who was alsoe xperimenting with 
the same machine. He said, ‘You can, t make anything out of these 
machines nowadays. A pal of mine aad I used to go to one of these 
places near the *trand, every lunchtime, before the war. We found 
we could. get the knack of the macnines, after a bit, and then for 
about elz zatpence you could get, four.packets of cigarettes. But the 
Minute they find you doing that, they alter the mecnanisn. L got to 
know a chap that worked at this nlace, and ae told me they Kept a 
very sharp eye on people, to see whether ™ they were getting the stuff 
out or not, and if they did, he 4 be sent round to ad just the machine 
so as to make it more difficult. I've never won anything here. They're, 


Inv. then has a chat with one of the girl attendants, F25C, who brings 
along a handful of coppers and’ puts about a shillingsworth into the 
chromium arms machine, in order to prove that you can win something 

if you understand the machine. 3ut each time the fingers grasped one. 
of tne prizes, it invariably dropped it on the way to the pocket. 


Inv. asks Fe5C about the sort of people woo come in. She says: ‘They're 
nearly always men. We get very few women. They drop in just to fill 

in time, if they're waiting for somebody, or between a theatre or a 
cinema, or just to get out of the rain. We get a lot of foreigners 

too. And in the war,we got lots of soldiers - the ones tnat didn t 

know London and didn t Know where to go. It gives them a bit of an 
interest ~ it's ‘better than just hanging about. ' 


JOAFPORD OTRow | 2... tO, 
uXnibitions GoT 


re ' 
M500 (manager of Fun Hair near warble Arch): No, no - we re the 


old-established - we've been here !7 years. \ Lays nand 
earnestly on Inv's Sleeve) Dear lady, let me beg youy don't 
put us down as a Fun Fair - we're a Sporté Arcade, we re not 
ong of these musnroonm taings sprun,, up Witn tne war. And 

we ve got the greatest aovelty on record, starting in ten days 
from now - teaching the sritisno nublic to beNealthy - ride 
bicycles - pedal away - fine exercise. (Points out to Inv. 
sone Kind of lay-out on wnoich ien are busy; evidently bicycles 
are to be fixed in a stationary »xosition and veoole are then 
Supposed to Bet on them and vedal aimlessly until tired/. Then 
ne repeats that Inv. must come back in 19 days wnen it's going, 
and ends with a wail: ‘But don't, don't put us down as a Fun. 
Fair. 


we AL Ft 79) 
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Wualities inscribed in the circles: Lovable, Very hot, very warn, 


dependable, innocent, flirt, 

passionate, fastidious, honest, 

particular, intelligent, huggable 
: (etc.) 


Uxford Street May 1946 
THs WAR IN WAA GOT 


\Note on oehnaviour in street, at entrance. A good many people hesitate 
and then stop and glance at the vosters round the entrance, but then 
509 on their way. 


FOOB stopvs, stares, looks nalf attracted, then Shmugs her shoulders 
Slightly and goes on. 


P45C with boy of 5 stops and looks, then drags child along. 


F300, carrying baby, says to F40C, witn her, ‘Nice place for kids.' 
PIOC s small boy aged about 4 looks at entrance longingly, and runs back 
when they move on; F400 comes and nauls hin along with her. 


Me5C, wita carrier bag full of rhubarb, and girl of 2 on his shoulder, 
Stops and looks. omall girl very excited by models of Mickey Mouse and 
Donald Duck. Two young soldiers coaze out. M900 hesitates in the entrance, 
and tnen SOs in.) 


Inv. g0es in benind Irisnnan, M400. He walks tnrough very quickly and 
lav. loses sight of hin. 


> 
bLxnaibite in main hall: 


Left. 1. Wive la France Frencn airuan and “rench officer, on eitner 
Bide of tne vroix de sorraine. Airman nas hand raised in 
Salute. Officefsshnows teeth but is not smiling. 


2 oP ' 
Delsen, 


2. The Gangster's Doom. Joseph Kramer, ‘the %east 
> f Se + ee: ee in 


“y 
Witn two British privates, one with sun by nis si 
irons, Witn hands on knees. 


f 
4 
\Seribbled on whitewashed wall beside this: 'BULLSHIT,') 


>. vasablanca Conference.’ Figures of vuhurchill, »*talin, 
roosevelt, seated. 


\FSC: What are they doing, iiumny? dow can they get their faces 

1 © “~ : : | : e 9 2 7 ; 
like that? an you stay here as long as you lixe: F550, whoo 
seems to be sloouily absorded, does not answer.) 


4. Quisling. ‘Laval Quisling of "rance.' 


Prince Paul of Yugoslavia. 
King Boris of Bulgaria. 


\Against backxclotn of orange sky, thunderclouds, blue 
landscane, and a white widening river./ 


Rignt.. 5. THe FALL OF KHARKOV. Small placard: ‘Symbols of German 'sultur’ 
Mothers wives « sweetnearts are forced to 
see their menfolk nang./ German Uccupa- 
tion of snarkov.' 

Two quite nuaan-looking uniformed vermans; feuale figures 
Witn wild nair and ragsed clothing, kneeling, weeping and 
srimacing; three hnanzed male figures witnin a large open ~ 
fireplace; one with protruding tongue, the middle one looking 
diznified, the one on the right looking merely sleepy. 


Left. 6. Figure of President ‘ruman, witn folded sheet of paper in 
left hand, protruding tie. Backcloth of unbleached linen 
rayed out. | 


os ‘Air Chief wiarshal Sir Arthur Tedder, (giving instructions to 
a Souadron Leader.’ Tedder »rointing with pencil in rignt 
nand to point in N.2. France on map on wall. Floor of gravel 


strewn wita straw. 


Placard: LIBERATION OF FRANCE. A disused stable wnich nas 
been converted to provide a tempprary Allied Hegde in the 
SGaen sector of Normandy. (Note: In actual practice the 
door and windows would be screened.) 


Co 


(Stable of rough stone, with mantelpiece. Reversed norsesnoes 
and tapty lantern on uaatelpiece. At table, seated, Montgomery, 
with pencil pointing to map, a finger of left hand Witnain als 
tunic. There is a window right, giving on to 4 pattle-scarred 
landscape, lit up by constant flashes. Signaller sits at table 
under window, with lanp, earphones and apparatus. “eside 
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Montgomery, bending over him, is sisennower, one hand close to u's 
rignt shoulder, the other near his left ear. 
t : in ' i 
J. In narrowing nassage at end of nainbhail: THe WAR CASING. /oittina 
at a long table. Two footnen in background. uw«den turning over page 
of empty account-book. Morrison with what looks like a wazes table 
berore nim. sSevin with sheet of 2aper; Attlee with street map. 


Union Jack on wall by entrance to Hall B. 


“anibit: ‘The Burina Road.' (placard W PA 2 With € 
Ne le oad BO che Be ild cr Besy landssape With © 
nese sures (+d in yellow coats aad black trousers, J in 
trousers alone, propped azainst the pvasteboard. Iwo lorries in 

foresround. 

Pigure of “eneral Chiang Kai Shek, with rignat arm woodenly 
Outstretched. 

~ gh io Be 
Figure of Lord Louis Mountbatten, rigat hand on knee, right foot 
on box, left hand close to rignt shoulder of Veneral Htliwell, 
WaO0 Sits in Wicker chair nolding a pipe. 


uxhibit: ten models of faces in glass cases, arranged thas / 
on @ shelf: painted on wall beside then, ‘Some of | 
tae Lesser snown People wno are affected by the 
Second World War.' 


» wvoOlonon Islander. kM. ‘ 
- Dougainville. F’, 
. Melanesian. F’. 


7 
mA 


New Hebrides. WV 
North American Indian. F. 

New Guinea. F, 

uskimo. M. 

New Guinea 

». wsaster Island. 

10. Polynesian. F. 

Also, in corner: groun of Trobrianders, with a culprit avout to be 
beheaded. Head arranged so tnat it will dangle from tree when 
severed. 


© OIC M li Pr 


Hall C (basement). GONCENTRATION CAMP. 


1. The Arrest. Placard: ‘Arrested without any cause or pretext. 
hes Relatives were often first informed of this by a call 
from an official who said tnoey could have tne asnes on 
oayment of 3 marks. #xtract from the ~ritish White 
Paper. 
(alan in uniform at nall door; young couple with cniid, in doorway.) 


2. The Round Up. 5.8. men at table. File of { prisoners witha mufflers 
round throats. ‘After being 4 days and nights with Je men ina 
cell too suwall for it to be pnossible to lie down and ‘only one bucket 
for sanitary purposes. #xtract from 3.U.P. : 

(Sink in corner by ladder; men in uniform beside it./ 


3. Himmler and the Third Degree. Prisoner with sweat on brow and Boar 
on right cheek-bone knees near table, benind Whicn are Himmler 
-2 men in unifori. 


Passage into further section; on right wall, photograpns of otaliagrad. 
On left, exhibit No.5: Tree Hanging. 5.5. man holds rope, and sailes. 
Tain wretched figure hangs from brancn of tree, Prope bound round ALiDs « 
Placard: 'Tree nanging. Victias are suspended by tne are uatil taey 
become hopeless cripples for life.’ 


4, The Sealed Wagon. Wagon marked with swastika, and ‘Nach Buchenwald. 
Through a window the figures of victims( white, bruised faces and 
aspect of general insanity and despair) can be seen. This was to 
Inv. the most haunting and horrible of all the exhibits. It occupied 
the end of the room. Tne following exhibits occupied the right and 
left and end walls. (Unnumbered. ) 


Bazi Sport: S.S. man with foot on throat of prisoner whose feet are 
tied up against the wall. 


The Birch: S.S. man beating a prisoner to death - prisoner stretched 
on frame, torn shirt, scarred shoulders; 5.8. guard has 
mouth open and holds wire bifcn. 
} ! 


WAR IN WAX ae 


: Prison clothes numbered 6074; wild look, starting eyes. 
oe Beside him, 5.S. guard apparently engaged in gouging 
out the eyes of @ prisoner (prostrate) with an iron 
rod, though he is looking casually into the distance 
and not at the prisoner. 


The ? Victim: S.S. man standing on victim with sack tied over head. 


Buchenwald Camp: A prisoner being bullied and made to drag his tortured 
companion by his broken 1eé. 


Prisoner with bleeding face, on ground; another, also 
with bleeding face, has to drag the first by his legs: 
guard stands by, with stick or rod in hands. (\Backgrmd 
of rocks for all this). 


Stampins to death: Man whose ribs and abdomen are 
caving in under »%.5. man 8 boot. 


5eS. guards two collapsing prisoners about to carry a 
stone. 


asks herself whether it would seem equally sinister if basement were 
| full of marine boilers but cannot decide. The types that come to look 
round seem pretty nearly M.D. A singularly foolish-looking Fe5C, with 
girl child under two in her arms, goes gaping round the e&hibits. fhe 
, Child is sobbing and whimpering but the young mother ignores its distress. 
| Child goes on whimpering. Mother at last says, ‘'Sh-h-h:' repeatedly. 
Two M25Cs and M30C walk round while ‘nv. is there. F35C says to Inv., 
| &@8 sne passes the photographs of Stalingrad, ‘Shocking, tan % itt ~ ie 
| Id known what it was like I wouldn't have come in.’ An. ther M50C is 
\ gazing in what seems to be fascinated horror at the Sealed Wagon as 
Inv. comes back through basement. : 


| The atmospnere in the basement is extremely chilly and sinister: Inv. 


Hall D: Upstairs. Cheap and nasty representations of Disney characters. 
Four seagulls hang from wires above. The seven dwarf 
each with a trio of red carbunoles arose ais facegerd en teat) 
: for nose"end and cheek-bones,( are moving their heads and” 
- (Sheen * hnammering.¥ ‘The mechanism that works them seems to be | 
9 ee) connected (economically) with the one that pruvides the 
Ase 


flashes for the battbe"ground downstairs. Tne scene is 
very nasty and extremely ugly. 


2. Cinderella and the Fairy Prince. Tattered clothes 
of art silk, ragged tinsel; old and battered exhibit; 
the Ugly Sisters on right. 


53. Through a leafy doorway the Pied Piper, a figure 
about 4 ft. high, is followed by 8 children, through a 
scene of Gothic gable-ends and pepperpot turrets and 
mediaeval towers and other junk. : 


4. In corner, pasteboard figure of Snow "White on wall 
beside Mickey Mouse; pasteboard “rince Charming by 
solid-looking Wishing Well. 


During the ten winutes Inv. spends in this section, it is visited by 
F20C and FI8C. M250 alone. FSOC and F7C. Also two young Polish 
soldiers, who look round, laugh, talk for a little, and go 4Way. 


At entrance Inv. notes the figures of Hitler and Mussolini, which she 
missed on coming in; apparently they are together in a lift. 
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Oxford Street ila y 1946 
EXHIBITION: ‘CRIME DO#S NOT PAY' GST 


Exterior: painted on boards above entrance, bluish-white on black: 
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ON SHOW NOW 
THS GLSFT GHIN MURDER GAR 


Ice-cream bar open on right of entrance. (See other description of 
placards). On Inv 8 second visit, Fred Archer, who describes himself 

as ‘the perfect dummy, ' was doing his stuff in the entrance and gathering 
crowcds. People stared at him in astonishment and uncertainty. Is ‘e 
reel?' 'Course Se is:' ‘He's only a dummy!' ‘He's ‘uman,' were typical 
comuents from the crowd. A man of perhaps #5 or 50, with 2 deeply-lined 
face and very blue eyes, in a blue pin-stripe suit, he takes up his 
position in the entrance,xetands stock etill wWithcut moving a muscle, 
then pretends to imitate a dummy - move jaw stiffly, rolls eyes, jerks 
hands mechenically, jerks heac over shoulder, then stands stock still 
again with eyes fixed. Each time he went through thie performance, he 
collected between 35 and 50 people on pavement outside the show. Then 

he woulé eudeenly come to life and start shooing the people in: ‘Come 

on in, all of you, come along in,’ anc four or five would allow themselves 
to be shepherded in as if hypnotized. 


'T gan stand still for 45 minutes,’ he said to Inv., ‘and most people can 


only do it for three. I'm goinz into films in a week or two oie zoing 
to work for Gainsborough.’ There was an account of me in the News- 
Shronicls, Nov. lst last.’ He nadds Inv. his card (attached). 


Inside the cheap Wooden partition, on a length of dusty, dirty, shabby 
srey felting, curling up at the edges, is a Ford V8. Around tne walls 
are posters, notices, photozsrapns, more or less as follows: 


3lurred newspaper photosraph of Supt. Cherrill, finger-porint specialist, 
examining part of car. 3° x 2". 


Photograph from Sunday Pictorial showing back of car and number-plate. 
Caption: MURDERSD MAN'S CAR TO TOUR FUNFAIRS. (3° x 157] 


Photo. of demonstration on mornings of nanging. 


Photo. of dqueue outside the court: 22 people, 8 turning their backs or 
niding their faces. 15 men and 7 women. 


Paoto. of car on exhibition at Bridgwater Fair: ‘althougn banned by the 
Showaan's Guild.' 


Another vhoto. of demonstration. 


Arrest of driver of lorry toat tried to ram tae prison gates on the 
morning of Hulten's execution. (Pnoto.) 


Pnooto. of Mpt. Cherrill as before. 


Elizabeth Jones - 2 photos, nead and snoulders only, and one of ner 
arrival at tne V1ld Bailey. 


Photo. of Hulten before ne left America. 


ditto in prison dress. | : 
of Hulten s execution notices outside Pentonville Prison. 


(West wall). Queue, as before. 


Paoto. of George Heatn, with Hulten on left and Setty Jones on right. 


Photo. of arrest of driver, as before. 
? " ‘an important witness in the trial of Hulten. 


NOTICE (red. Poster, 3' x 18") 


THI1z IS THS CAR WHICH TH FAMOUS CRIMe WAS ACTUALLY ‘Pa ar 
gic.) At tae moment Heath was shot ne was leaning backwar S 
over the front seat opening the left hand door for Betty vones 


ten. 
to alizht. At this moment he was shot in the back by Hul 
The Bullet passed tarough ois body add struck tne er a front 


ce ee 


The car itself is placed diagonally. acrosq the room, witn ‘ts doors opea. 


'§5000 nas been offered for this car’ has:,been painted on 


ach window. 


‘The supposed points of interest are indicated by cards in block-letter, 


and each point is attached to ano 


One card 


Ja, Window: 


r. 


Painted 


Against 


Painted 


Ditto on 


Card ina 


reads: 


Believed.to be that of 
James Hulten 


ae aera 


"After 


13 


on back of cares 


You are 2sked not to Touch. 


spare wheel: 


Country. .; 


tne 


> a YT 
7 


PINGER-PRINT ~»: 


¢ 


RD 8955 


Thank You. 


r by & length of red binding-tape. 


“, * 


Killing George ieath,.tae Bullet struck the CarsHere: —\ , 


BULLET n-was fired 
from tne rear seat. 
Passed tarough George 
Heath's body. _ 


This oumber was known by every Policeman ln tne 
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Toe Front Seat was ripped open 


by police searching for further BULL&TS 
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a bookstall selling copies of ‘Rex v. Karl Hulten 
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The Dossier of the Cleft 
yoin Murder 
voupiled and presented by 

Robert Scott' 


per copy. 


4ach Copy of this remarkable Book 


Contains a Photostat vony of 


Betty Jones's Letters 


from the Condemned Cell the Night she wasie 


Sentenced to Death 


Iwo further placards, in black, below bookstall: 
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de Reco himself is the main personality, Treat him and his 
wife very carefully, in the hope that eventually they*ll . 
tell pu about their lives, ut don't pomp then, ve .- 
them if necessary till last, He doesn't want to talk, Spine 
he's no objection te one else doing s6 or to the it te 
day life of the circus om written dow, 


, 1% may be best to he entirely unobtrusive for the first few 
days, just to pitch your tent & observe what's going on at 
a distanée without attampting to talk to people mugh, Use 
your judgement over this, but if the first week*s work cone 
sists almost entirely of observations of circus routines OKs 


f. You'll be up against a cer amount of resentyent of your 
presence, mostly negative, ‘ve had a thousand photes 
taken of them, and they're a bit fed up with being obs 


erveds 
Therefore the less you appear to be getting a story at first 
the better, 


4, Access: 
Youre from Mass-Observe.tiony ooleny of Mr, Hind's (the photograr 
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"ou do come heme because you can't find ite 
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Miscellaneous, Sept. 1944. 


Some time ago Fatty the tentboy-had touched a [pe g Leg. 4 
as she sat in the 2/6 seats in the audience. The seats are —_ 
placed across stands, and by walking round underneath the seat a 
one can see the legs of the women in the audience. The plindtol 
Blondini act was in progress, and as the audience had been requel 


to be perfectly quiet she didn't say a word, but afterwards went 
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round the back to complain. Reco sent for Fatty, but became ino a 


patient. and went off, saying in an undertone "I'd tave done it = 
myself if I'd ‘ad ‘arf .a chance". ee 
The woman said to Fatty several times "Did you have a sudden | 
urge 7" : 2 
Not understyding what she was talking about he kept quiet, 
and having a naturally sullen look about him she thought he was. 


Ssulking. After explaining what she meant by asking at he hea : 


ee she said "Well, next time you get a similar args» just roll 4 


up your trousers and Mabcmens lt own» leg, will des ee os 
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Personalities. 


1. Herbert Reco (35). Owner and star’artiste. Blondineé wire- 


walker, main part of Reco and May actyg used to do comedy riding 


act -untit & week ago;="horse’ no tongér any good (see furtrer—. 


note). 
Ce May Reco (35, wife). Performs with Reco on comedy wire. 


Good business woman, deals esl i all cash except Zoo money. 
: ee i} 


3. Sarah Cook (50) rider/ Aunt to Mre Reco, sister to Robert 
OA ba Aa, 


Fossett. Tfoo-heavy to.ride.now;-but-did until 9 or.4—-weeksazo. 


4. Mr Cook (aged circa 70), horse md dog trainer. 


ze Eunice Sook (26) (René). Rides and tight-rope walks, TN 


gl ee O-tae. hue eK 
very eifted, aot pee tobe 200d on-trapeze. Daughter Of 3) Binh. 
So ee 
6. Gordon Cook (15), comedy rider and clown. Underetudiee- 
RECO--OR—-COMETY “MOT Sew 
Ee dara A (4 c -5a) 

ae Manit&. Lassoist and knife thrower. 

. Mrs Manita. Assistant. 


9. Joyce Lotus, né Manité. lLassoist and sharpshooter. 
Their act is second on bill to Blondini act, and-is—very geod. 
- \_ 10. Pat de Marne, ringmaster. bee. 
\ on? A» : or a : 
11. Danny de Marne, clown. " 


L Ke Aico ra A on ee 
12. Bernard Amar. ) Goet Aerobatic act, more;variety act than. 


| ( Ribkw) - Aen po ae 
e. | Ste pelic” ‘fans (* se CALLCUS... 


14. Mr Hilton (50-60)) Hilton Boys acrobatic turn. Bobby and 


15. - Bobby (19) Peter are brothers, very—raw,—butagite. 
16. Peter (15) ; 


eS ae 
LF av inte 


(Personalities 2) 


17. Tommy Ross (30), clown. Yery-eood;-unaseuming; also works 


as electrician. 


Nine ius. g 15) ( iL 5 ) las li bs “Tem p 


is. SuGHsOy BSS2Rd midget clown. 
i 


19. Reg Robinson, tentmaster and lion-—tamer. 


2 La 


~~ 


f Others. 


cO. Mrs de Marne, wife to ringmaster. Caters for own family, 


transport manager (not now), and tentman also. Works in pay-—box. 


Zl. Mrs Robinson, wife to tentmaster. Caters for tentmen, and 
éoes a great deal of-rushing” back and forth for Reco's;-=—petrol, 
lions'-foed—ete, derur 

22. Lottie Black (Mrs), Reco's sister. Does all domestic work 
in Reco's wagon, and sleeps in monkey wagon. 

23. Tuey} 


) Reco's daughters, aged 11 and 12. 
24. Alva) 
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Reco: Personal Sketch. 


He is extremely versatile, - knows every act in circus, and 
can do every job, from putting up the big top to lion taming, and 
from bareback riding to knife throwing. Aged about 35. He is 
lame in one leg, but very active. During his life he has done 
all manner of work, from potato picking, working in the coal 

~~ 
pits selling firewood and working in fars. { He can do anything 
in a fair, and knows all the tricks of fairs and circuses™ x« 15 
| LH. 
years ago he was working as a Glown for £3.10 a week ,(Chapman's), 
and ll years ago he was quite penniless. 

He has had his own circus for 3 years. 

A few weeks ago he fell from wire over lions' cage, but 
being very guick with his arms, he wes able to hang on to the 
wires ands wing himself up. 

Ten years ago while with Chapman's Circus a party of drunks 
were turned off the circus ground, - they returned 300 strong, 


andtried to attack the tent. Reco shot ten men with a shot gun, 


riddling them with shot. They were taken to hospital, and the 


others were, beaten off by the rest of the circus hands and artistes 
Spo Maa | 


armed. with ;tent poles (spiked) ete; then a bear was turned loose 


on them. No damage was done to the tent or the animals. ™ | 


i 


. Reco spent the night in gaol, for shooting at the rioters, - 
but his defence was that he was protecting his wife md two young 


children, and the charge was dismissed. 


Sinee-wer-begen, Reco was approached by the Telecommunications 


Zs 


technical dpeartment, and offered £100 to walk 1,000 feet across 
the wires over the Thames to discover how much damage had been 
done by an escaped barrage balloon that had hit the wires. It 


would have saved a great deal of money, they said, as the cable 


F would stop shipping for at least a week if they brought it downs 

bry Ae MAA AP ee oe a im” Tan | | 

\ Reco & ptead, but his wife made him tyupn—+t—deown. Vipeat “i STH 
(See tert lors 


At Rugby one year hevas going to walk across the cables 
in the main part of the town, as a publicity stunt. He was 


stopped by the G.P.O. 
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Reeo is a very abe tamaenet man, and would do all the is 
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Vee way he expects them to go. | 
AOS FY aed is Pyar Matin boy ttf ap bh te 2 
- On .one cecasion, when he arrived at the field late, two of 


ndis hardest working tentmen, Dodd and old Peter, who had’ ridden the 


_ herees' 12 miles from one stand to the next, were having 4 rest on 
the field: before starting to help in the erection of the tent. Hv 


Reco: "Do you think this is a bloody picnic 7? Get on and 
get the tent up and the shows over before going to bed. You lazy 
wuggers, you've just got up !* 

About 50 minutes later, inside the tent one of the boys, 
Sparky, back answered De Marne. Reco said "If I hear you cheek Mr 
De Marne again I'll bloody well knock you down". 

So saying, he rushed at Sparky, beating him about the face 
and head ‘umereifully, > 

<Wost of the boys say "He wouldn't beat me like that. I'q kill 
him firet". But when the time comes that he beate the, they just 
cower and ory for mercy as did Sparky. | 

On one dSecasion at Perth, the story goes that the aive 
of the Tuscan (2) & 
Reco's Circus. He went S field, ond Reco told him to 
keep off, An arg A, during ¥ leck turned hie head 
4 Reco struck him. Black retorted that Reap would 
y for it, and if he wasn't @ cripple he would really have 


+ agent 


us, a man nemed Black,-tad been decrying 


to one side 


A _ eno 
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ECO. 


. Grumbles about tentmen's attitude towards work, and about 
having to work himself, being boss. Never any free time. 
Statement to the effect that next year war will be over, and no 


man can join his cireus unless wearing a collar and tie -— EVEN 


TENTMEN . 


Reco has two daughters aged 11 and 12, but is always expres- 
sing the desir& for a son. Mrs Reco says "No/bloody fear !" 


According to vari (reliable and unreliable) sources, 


had on an average of ‘one abortion a yegt since Alva (youngest 


f 


daughter) was born. They have all pen pretty drastic affairs. 


for 6 m ate pi the beginning of the year, 


df 


according to the De Marnes. Swe had an internal operation after 
falling, straddle-legged, on/to the low wire. (There are two 
wires, - comedy wire is 6/ft. high, high wire is 14 ft. They 
Vary according to the tech, — i.e. lar where stakes are placed 
being higher or lowey than the ring.) Accdvding to Joyce (Manita) 
Lotus, Mrs Reco. wast in hosp! ital for so long after an unsuccessful 


self-abor tion ar 5 ae IN, 


bes Cntnin aad pew Phyl 


i viv Reco seems to be suffering from ap int feriority complex gi 
st Ween wees Ne ~~ ¢ 


eluaye wonderSag what the. general public. think at him yah 
"wonder what these. people really, think about us when they see us 
coming, in like this, "=" they crobably think ‘Look at this s cum'" 


"These people 
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(Reoo, contd. ) : 2 


known what it was to have a hiding, Reeo admi tes "J tare to get 
in with the firet one, ‘cause I'm dent seared Af they *49 me fires 
I don't know what I°4 do ~ I°4 run a bloody mile”. 


(Reco, conta. ) oor 7 


-— , » Ps ‘ or ' 
; pie ae ts me | wh oA ores 4 ay : 


¥ 


so..much.that-Rece-eacked-him. He worked yy another circus, but 


occasionally free-lanced for Reco, pa offered Reco fields, 
Wea 
engagements etc. that his ,Sarens didn't want. At Perth Reco had 
“T wa.8 Cm fe WA 
a week's engagement. baok cseek: end tried to get fixtures for 


his own circus by saying Reco had cancelled the engagements. Reco 
hadxeaneexigixitne arrived, heard the story, but stayed at Perth for 


. Wo Sane dee 
the week. Mid-week, Mack arrived, and started driving his waegon 


on to the field. Reco shouted "Don't come anyfurther - don't come 
hore 
on to my field, Biii-—Meck !" 


Week continued with his waggon, and got out beside Reco. 
Reco gave him one punch in the face; he got back into his waggon 
and went off. | 
Kea *his is the general run of the story told by Tommy Ross, 
the isin: Vie Manitas ete. 
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sucust 1944 


Tomuy Ross, (Rosaine s) ageda bout 30. 


Born on fair ground. Fatherwent into mining while quite 
young. Uncle made enough money fromf airs to open own circus 


(Rosaifvfies). Tommy worked for him as tentman and truck driver. 


t/ 


on | 


Joined Reco this year, with own trailer, as driver-electrician. 
Offered job as clown, owing to shortage. Always anxious to do 
something in the ring. Job sprung on him suddenly. At beginning 
of a show Reco told him to get his make-up on and get into ring 


L 


or next clowning interval. 


1... mi a yoy ee “~ ae ~As mM —- x Aa gee ? “Name ? ‘ » Bt Traer TFS mn atte 
Short while azo nis Loo twas almost caught OY Himalay on Gl 
: , ;, ee ee a ee id oe 5 ae © ea sae ee Mie an en 
Bear. The bear had his foot. Fortunately he had on large size 


7 oo of. f~- oy AN Pt ~ 2767) ~ co ~ “7 . abe i) - ey TE } . o% oa ~ aden te 
DOOtTS and was able todraw his foot out. 


saturday 26.8.44. Journey from Dunfermline to Kincardine. 
Tommy Ross drives Diesel truck, and couldn't start up. He tried 
several times, and then waited to be towed by tractor. After 
# miles Diesel would run on it's own. Arrived at 2.45 p.m. 

Reco sugeested that he didn't try tostart up, and said "If 
you can'tdrive the bloody thing, don't drive any more !". At 
nat Tommy jumped into Diesel and drove back to pick up his wm 
trailer. On his return he told Reco if he felt theway he did, 
it would be better if he, Tommy, left the circus. They could 


leave him behind at Kincardine, and he'd make his own arrangements 


about transportation. Consecuently, the Ross trailer was left 


a Noe wee” © 


aa a 


(Tommy Ross: contd.) 

behind with Tommy, Mrs Ross, and two children, Tony aged 4 and 
Tommy, aged ll. Mrs Ross came over to bring the Diesel licence 
etc. and a few electricial props. on Monday #@8,8,44 to Dalkeith. 


They had been given permission tostay on the fieldas long 


them any time they might wish to go. 
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RECOS CIRCUS | ces 26-8,44 


18 Stanley Uason, —-1Le-yrs, 


lijdget clom, “erfectly proportioned, but is like a ehild of six in 
mannerisms etc. He was working with Patrick's Circus at Wednesfield (whih is ee 
hic home) for four months as general errand boy for 10/« a week when the 
Demarne family met him, dthey suggested to his aunt, with whom he lived, 
that they could get him into Circus and Pantomimee He followed them to 
Recos at their suggestion, but since then has been a perfect nuisance, 
Reco says all midgets become swolleneheaded after a while, | 

Reco was intending to take him on the high wire in his Blondini act, but 
is no longer interested in him, 

At Reco's he earns £1 a week which Mrs Reco saves for himg approximately 
£1 a week commission on photos and programmes whick he receives as pomket 
money; and £1 a week is given to lirs Yemarme for board, — 

His mother died when he Was very young, anduhe was brought up by an aunt 
and umcle who are very poor, Since he was been with Reco's they send him 


regular parcels of gswects and comics, but he has sent mo money home and 
writes about once in six weeka,; 7 
ithe majority of the circus pecple get annoyed with him for tale bearings 
This is mainly because in their own wagons they invariably discuss other peo= 
plé@, and naturally it is never pleasant for these tales to be repeated. They 
will question him about other peoples’ affairs but will try not to let him. 
hear their om. This is very difficult as he is so easily overlooked = esp 
ecially as he sits so gietly. oie 
‘he Demarnes laid a trap for him one day by discussing the fact that: « 
wuny was to drive the tricycle . Later someone scidg "I hear Danny is ia 


is 


at 


Se 


RECO (follow 2) | 26,8244, 
18 Stanley Mason 2 


drive tac tricycle on Sunday*,. 

The Demarnes treat him hard, grumbling at hiv all day long « for not 
washing himself or clsaning himself up in any way and for wasting his money 
by gambling at cards with the stable and tent boys, 

During the day when the tent is up children from nearby the cirous field 
will sit or play in the gent. Stanley thinks notuing of ordering these chile 


dren out despite the fact that usually they are twice his sige, llis usual 
line is * Come on ‘ere, Mut you go, 4nd if I have any cheek from you I'll 
give you a sock in the ye". He means what he says, bet what would happen 


if the other child turned and knocked him over remains to be seen, 
- He was in the cubs and boy scouts at Wedmasfield and can pitch a tent and 
throw a laseoes, 
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“ 20.88.44. De Marne first out in Morris, followed by Ethel towing 
a Us Marne trailer. Ethel took the wrong road at the fork, just 
= 0 4 outside Burnt Island field, and had to turn round. She almost 
cS rs tipped the trailer over. Manitg came to the rescue, and helped 

x B by blocking up the kerb and directing hér round. This set-back 


put her in a bad humour, and throughout the trip she complained, 


using bad language, about De Marne not marking the road. :(ditieebS. 


eo 


; 


Mrs De Marne suggested that Ethel should leave her trailer behind 
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in FULUrE » Ethel said Well, I'm doing you a bloody kindness by 


stv 
€ as 
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) bringing you. It's my own bus, I don't have to tow anything !" 


UN. 0 
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(Burnt Island, contd.) ; 


ww 


Afterwards she got out to get some milk, bringing some back for 
Mrs De Marne, who began to weep. Both parties went to Reco with t 
their story; he ignored both tales, diplomatically sympathising with 


G 
both sides. 3 


Pitch sap Pnmitae es Beath very, WE , OnSY pe on field suitable 5% 


for tent wad right io/ tropes i wo ag a11 wageons Wad “tp/arew-in 
Ler 


prefers they epure abaet a laing Pe hy goat muah otal fy bell Ql 


23.944. De Marne told by Reco that he must mark the roaaj' Fe 
a tond Stem — 
make it easier, | He made up a bucket of wh tewash. Instead of 


Danny gevvsin2s out and aac eae with arrows, he splashed it over the 
Jo. Heel A LS Tomy Vrsoyr Wh Bop 
side of the lorry, - not very easy to see, and/no trail before the 


corners, just at the beginning of the roads. To find it one had 
to get out and look, so that one might just as well be getting out 


to enauire the way. 
On the trip from Kincardine to Dalkeith, 2fatexete it rained 


and washed the whitewash pty fo Nince then everyone seems to have 
Torggtten whitewash,) ew the idea of trying to get the road marked 

a 
was abandoned.( Maybe trte—wae because it rained every day after 
27th August,) wet The road could,have been marked with grass sods, 
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petty cua? rstee Srebly Leading Vadion 


“here tite frequent petiy 7 ee @eBet 


ae rs -obingon, driving bus, grumbics at lirs Vemarne for not having 
ler caravan dismantled and ready for towing, Later sie grumbles that 
lly Demarme has not marked the ppad, it is usual for the leading wago! 
“Oo wake gYass tracks on the toad at cressroads and bends tor the 
guidance of the following wagonie Mrs Demarne grumbles that her 
husband hasn't time to mark the roads he has to shoot ahsad and get @ 
ring marked out for Reg Robinson whose job it really ise After a 
few heavy words they both try to get the synpathy of the Recos, who 


laugh afterwards about the whole affair. 


be Mrs Ross grumbles at not being able to chooge site for her owm cara# 


Vane 


Cs Denlarne grumbles at having to mark out for Reg Robinson e who cannot | 
get to the next field quickly as he drives the tractor which is very 


SLOW, 


de voryone grumbles about the mechanieetransportemenager, Ted ,calling 


on tiem in the early hours of the mornings . “34 
All these grumbles eventually get back to Reco, who says: “way doen't they : 
come to me, I i*ll give them their fares home if they*re not satisficde" | 


gue Grass is usually used to mark tu , Reco gave instructio | 
to Demarne to leave whitewagh marks on road at ficult turnings ete, wi | 
eo suggestion that if Demarne didnt like it he should let someone else” | 
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Our oo e ) 
t+ part of.the hill a road,er an 


OC ae t+ was left turn 

incline, out a cross. It was 

to Bdinbumgh, so the trucks had to sweep out to the right hand 

I. Oarduy, es + Wm, 

, . , re A, Payers a a an 7 . 

side of tne road a +61 take the bend, as +=o—mew@erd. yes 
It was a bare country gt. no sign of habitation for at least 500/. 

Pr was so s tee pst 1 filling jas towing the bear waggons and the monkey 
— i feAr ce « + oe , SF ry ; 

Waggon, Ses NE g ¥ who was driving the vie SOL geceel a h— eee @vee® ROD Snr ret rad 
od Caus (reete PB 

Let+—perttde bad reached the top of the hill, and wee assists. 

AX LOY Cock 

as usual, 


Reco to tackle the first part of. 
had made tea on the rosd, and were just having a cup inside the 
bus.) Reco, ad wmewed wearing breeches, gaily checked shirt, bat-— 
see brown trilby and white plimsoles,; had been hopping about 
helping others up the hill, returned to take the Tillings. A 
crowd of tent boys were hovering around, reacy to block UD; usually 
a few moments too late. The Manitas, whose lorry was at the 

bottom of the hill, were waiting about to see if they could help. 
Reg, in blue’ polo neck sweater, breeches and sandshoes, was lying 
across the mudguard with his head almost inside the mngine, & 
seemingly pushing the works round, when suddenly there was a spurt | 
of flame, and general panic reighed. Reco hopped out, and threw 
his hat on the floor, saying "I don't bloodywell care, nothing | 
bothers me now. Where's the fire extinguisher ? On the bloody 
Morris ! The fire's here, not on the Moevia. why isn't the fire 


extinguisher here ?" 


Reg Robinson shouted to the tent-boys to get enpse sods, 


instead they rushed about putting dry grass on, and the flames 


, (Meee. contd. ) 6. 


leapt higher. Mrs Cook was getting hysterical about her posses- 
sions inside the bus, sm@& erabbed the water can, and was about to 
throw water on the flames when Reco shouted "Doli't put water on Lt, | 
you'll never get the bloody engine to go again." 

of ; After a great commotion, in which everyone talked and shouted 


at once, boys ran backwards and forwards from motor to grass bank, 


barging into eachother, and spilling handfuls of grass all over 
the read,- the flames were extinguished, or more probably died out. | 
Then, after a further rush hither and thither, spreading shovel- 
fuls of soil on the road to keep the bus from skidding, the hill 
was made, everyone returned to their respective trucks, and the 
journey continued. 

One mile further on, the Bedford engine went wrong, and at 
the same spot the Manitas' trailer tyre burst. The Bedford 

pro 

engine was fixed first, and the Manitas,left on the road while 


the tyre was taken back to the garage to be fixed. 


Travelling through Edinburgh, Re& Robinson was picked up 
and asked for his license. This by an oversight had been left 


| behind with Tommy Ross. Before the circus reached Balkeith on 


? 
i 


their 30 mile trek, everygs motor except EthelsDennis*® had been 


held up for something or other. Dearne was s5ocethine—vecause 
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cad De Marne should have filled yp.aeowStke with 


(Mise. contd. ) 


Be bros before leaving ar ambecdbnies as had everyone else, but on 


i 2 a . “ee OF. * : 
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\ 


Or 


the last mile he ran out of petrol¢ sule—ae Pankinsox-was assis- 
Riis Lbtgenny tive poke Viet Ua dn 
ting the Mant tes with the puncture, which had gone again just 
Whew 
before they got into Edinburgh, ®e was not able to vake petrol 
Co Marek Tt Per bigs. an es & x Lott 


out to De Marne. De Marne indutved in a- vicione—opot-of Lived, 

' t: “A 6 Q See. SAA f a VAs CA then. m me ; * (?*, — = 
Nelhteteee up Parkinson's ~ prison record; seyving. how Pa arkinson. ery 
abscondec- with funds. from-Paetrick*s circus. Pfhen--they~-seid—they 
ih -ODFAIHCE—a--jOb—t or Parkinson with Roto,” three minutes after 
seyere2 “Wasn't he surpris to see us here, you're right he was, 
mate, never expected to see us again afterwhat we knew about him",/ | 
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Parkinson during his assistance to Manita had 


the van to purchase @-~apare wheel, which « a bystander said he-had 


for sale, that would fit. A condition thatte would only well it 
ite | 
with a number of truck tyres was imposed; and Parkinson paid £4 


for a number of tyres (5 or 47). He afterwards 7 the 


or ATE Gah) én would not fit, as the three holes were 


4 
i 
; 
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| Yn one accasion one of thé tent boys, Normans was blocking the wheels of 
a wagon that was being towed by thetractoy on a hill, and was knocked 
down and run overs He was left in hospital in Peebles and joined the circu 


agian « fortnight later. 
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Tommy Ross has been stopped on several — for ariving 
in the middle of the read, This isa disthot|,dnewbosiag-#or fh he has to go te 


court, which is sometimes sited or thirty miles backs 
‘en “t oe, © 
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| 7X) Advance agents Dick Foster and Ned Parkinson had a lorry 
or ie 
= as breakdown between Kirkkilloch and Milchye. They were unable to 


| AN 
A nv : P ; 
key f get a tow rope, so, while Parkinson was trying to borrow one, 


i 


Foster sent a small child into « farmyard to pick up one that he 
saw lying in the yard. Three towns further on they were both 


picked up by the police for stealing the rope from the farmer. On 


being searched they were found to have £410 in single one pound 


notes between them. . The police suspected them of having committed 


(Miscellaneous) 2 


: a robbery, and made appropriate enguiries. They spent the 


: night in the police station, and were each fined £10 for taking 


the tow rope without permission. 
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19-8044. ei Se to Surnt Island, 
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a £ cok rr 6 « er | 
we) vrs “obinson ioe nis bus, towing lirs siiditea “ia Ba50 
aii also Demarne with truck containing tent tent props, towing Bemard’s 
trailer} and Tommy Ross in the Deisel loaded wita tent props towing hisugw i 
trailex, ~- | 
“he Vulamm, driven by Reco, towing bears and chimpan 
along the road and had to wait, The hofse van passed next, and the acter 
was given instructions to ome Mrs, Lobingon back pete to tow bears 
and chimp} and Tommy Ross inDeisel te return for, i 
Mre, Recog driving Bedford lorry containing act prox and towing her ow 
SAE Bad. CALE Ee SS See eT the broken down Vuleas 2) 
the road, Mg Al 
Ted left late with Tillimg (Coox's wagon); and the tractor was Last, MN 
driven by Robinson the tent-master and towing Lions CtCee | 
Reco took over the Tilling and left the wt manager with the 
Vulcan to await retwm of lorries to or ee Op 


The Tilling eae fai: AY wellly po seed ire ooo An 


that ad gone through had entered the aha 
‘fie14, tae tent was marked off and the trucks were being unloadedy before * 
they were told Bs theix ubtakes— “ 
in ving lone 5 of the trucks got stuck, and it Was almost an hour before a 
they were able to drag it out. ) * 
‘When the fillings and tractor arrived at the correst field at 11450 am, . 
= irs Robinson and Tom had Left to bring in the he Vulean ates —— | 
C jive Robinson went mn with the bearewaggon, but Tlmay Rese in the Deisel 
was nearly two hours before he found the Vulean - he made the journey from q 
within 5 miles to 1 mile of the Markinch field, 
8 The bear waggon arrived about 2 o'clock, Between 2830 and 5 pemy the 
Deisel arrived with the Vulcan, eS cage wee 
Mixes Robinson was sent back with a spare wheel for the 5edfordy@ 
tne Deine went out with Reg Robinson, Ted the a ay 


Try bow fs ned 

5 aS baring jin the Bedford, A ) RENEE 
been trying unsuccessfully for nant an an hours (ire Reco ee about the q 
in not having been cnengst, weeks bat beforee ‘ 
The wheel was changed ‘in.a couple of minutes, but the lorry wouldnt -. 
go and had to be towed in to Burnt Island by the Deisel, After the 

the Deisel ran out of water, and after the next mile the beck wheel nearly - 
fell off, The party arrived at 540, ‘eammbiie ithe matinee had been cancel | 
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Danny or Mr De Marne. This is unusual as if a trailer is not 
in, and the occupants of the trailer are on the field, someone 
will usually give them something, if only a cup of tea and bread 


anda butter. axex When Irs Reco was stuck on the road with the 


“'— 


bac ic ll oe | ee sec aii a . my, a Ree ae 7 . 

trailer, Mrs De Marne gave Reco breakfast. Mrs Cook sent an 
rye cy TT a W774 TVran ics WT ~~? ~r / ala ae >» CY CY ‘ _ + a -_ -] Y -| 

Ce OVEL, but irs @e Marne cookea egg and bacon, and made a pot 
‘> 


of tea. On another occasion Hiltons' trailer was lat. and Mrs 


e 


Reco sent the HilZtons am jug of tea and some bread and butter. 
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The De Marnes were extremely peeved about thisg and when Mrs 
De Marne returned about 1 o'c there was a grand family nag about 
it. However, they had breakfast, and later in the afternoon Mr 


Ve Marne gave notice, and Reco told him he couldn't until Saturday. 


There was cuite a set-to (you've bad «bitof—tirt-e-conversetton 


Reco apparently said "If you were a fita man De Marne 


i*¢ 


a 


punch you on the bloody nose", also "You could be with any 
other circu8 in England, and I doubt whether you'd get half the 
money I'm paying you !" 
Reco did not accent the notice, and De Marne 
During the taking down of the tent, - 9.30 — 10 p.m, - 
it was getting dark, and Reco was playing with a “ueen pole 


(second largest pole to the tent } Wael -exsiein the tert some 


Othex—timey, 1.e€. carrying it vertically instead of across his 


ee eel 


shoulder. In the dark he thought he was tripping over something, 


and turned it towurds Reg Robinson, who was carrying @ Cueen pole 


across 


tA 


his shoulder. It fell across Reg's pole, and slid down 


ee. Ss , iw r 
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(Misc. anecdotes, contd. ) 5. 


the slope and landed about 4 yards away from De Marne, who said 
to Danny: "Come on, son, — it's too bloody dangerous working in 
the dark". 

He was frightened by the pole coming so close, and at the 
same time thought Reco might have done it on vurpose. He returned 
alone to his trailer. Reco followed him a few minutes after to 
apologise, and they had a cuiet chat and a cup of tea together, 


and all previous disruption seems over. 
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last yecor, a large lioness, Sasha, escaped by jumping over the side of 

the cage, which is about 20 fte high. she climbed up the side and sprang 
over the top. Shae walked along Bbagide the tunnel which leads to the outside 
COLCe When she got to the end shé realised she was free and dashed off, 

Yhe was pursued by Reg Robinson, Reco and others « but was at large for fow 
hours. lowards the end of the chase Reco jumped on a passing laundry Wan, 
but the van wuldn't go within 500 yards of the liom, Lventually Reco held 
the lioness in the hedge for 20 minutes with 2 stick and a whip while a net 
was sent for, and lirs Reco drove the lioness back to the field in the 


Raleigh tricycle Vane ' 


This year curved spikeg were put on top of the ring cage, but when 


Sasha was put into the ring she atempted to climb out again, They were 


obliged to beat her down with whipg@ from the outside 
7 *. 


REGOS CIRCUS 


LIONS : 
“nree weeks ago horseeflesh for feeding lions was left on top of lion's .» 
cages all day, It was a very hot day and meat began to smell strongly. the & 
lions’ cages are of negessity built near the ring door (as they are sent 
along a tunnel from the cages into the cage in the ring). he meat could be 
smelt inside the tent b¥ the audience, the ringmaster had to mke an annéunce 
ment apologising ete 
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Dunbar: 6.9.44 


First house poor. Before second house tentmen were sent into 
the town to get petrol and had not returned by 7.45. Reco was 
waiting for them before starting performance, as after the first 
act (Blondini) the lion cages have to be taken from the ring. 

At 7.50, Reco made the following announcement over the micro- 
phone: "Ladies and gentlemen, I am sorry about the delay, but 
some of our men know there's a war on, and some of our men have 
gone to the town for over an hour now, and not wishing to spoil 
the performance for you we were waiting till they came back. As 
they have not come, the clowns and some of theartistes will have 
to take the cage down, so you must excuse any delay this might cause", 

Ted the mechanic wes operating the trap door to the lions’ 
cage, and Tommy Ross (one of the clowns) was sitting holdings takes 
and operating the pulley for the high wire. Blondini entered and 
proceeded with act. Half-way through dimmy, one of the tentmen, 
enteiant a his standat the tunnel trap-door. Reco stopped 
in the centre of the wire to announce "Ladies and gentlemen, here 


is one of our men who knows that there's a war on. He's jus$ return 


and will he bloodywell hear about it afterwards. My God, how people 


take advantage of the war !" 
At the tent door, Mrs Reco, Ethel Robinson and Norah Ross. 
Ethels "It doesn't take them all this time to go for petrol". 


May Reco: "No, they're in the bloody chip-shop, - forgotten | 


all about the Circus by now". 
P.S. The cage, taken down by three of the clowns and Bernaré, 
Reg Robinson, one tentboy and Bed the mechanic, was dismantled 
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Thursday, early closing day, teeming with rain. All waggons 
in field before 11.30. Only one pole put up, small tent. Popu- 
lation of village only 300. 1 pole in centre of ring. 

Tommyx Ross out in rahy putting pane of glass into monkey 
waggon for Lottie and Lucy. 

After midday, tentmen sowet and miserable they broke into 
apparently uninhabited house adjoining field, lit a fire and star- 


ted to dry off. 
No afternoon performance, insufficient audience. About 5 o'e 
commotion caused by return of house-owner. Police arrived to 
turn tentmen out of house. Matter much more serious than normally 
on account of house having been lent to Home Guard. Tentmen issued | 
With summons. | 
Evening performance, - average house for size of village, 
about 200. 
Pole in ventre of ring made everything awkward. lLions' cage 
had to be built near ring door. Blondini had difficulty in pas- 
sing along wire with long iron bar (12 ft), and used umbrella for 
most of the act. Did not do blindfold act, - shopping baskets on 
feet only, andhad to manoeuvre bar past pole For the head stand, 
he did not use the long bar, just the short fixed bar, which was 
not safe. 


Five horses were a little bewildered by pole, but everything J 


was all right except for a slight muddle about position of 
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No matinee to-asy. 7.40 house very — appreciative 
audience. Reco had diffieulty with high wire, which was very wet. 
Before presentation of Llama and Minnie (freak pony) the lights 
failed, owing to heavy rain. The tent was in almost inky black 
darkness. The clowns, - Stanley, Danny and Gordon, - exhausted 
run of patter. Reco and Tommy Ross were outside trying to find out 
the trouble with the motor. Tommy Ross being the only clown who 
could have kept things going inside the tent was unfortunately 
needed outside, as he is the electrician. Ted, the mechanic, could 
not be found. Reco was fuming about in reincoat and gumboots. 

The Manitas, in ring costume, were waiting to go in for the final 
act (knife throwing). 

The engine was found to be out of Diesel oil. Anotherxotor 
was brought round to the ring door and fired up. While they were 
fumbling round tryinz to find out the trouble, Joyce Lotus tried to 
persuade one of the clowns or tent boys to start a singsong. The 
lights went on for a few seconds, and Manita said "Come ony let's 
get in and get it over", 

Joyce: "It's a good thng we weren't in the middle of the act 
when it happened. It makes you feel so silly". 

irs Manita, in reply to her husband: "Don't be so silly. It'S 
the ringmaster's job to decide whether we shall go in or not. He's 
paid to do it. You want to do everyone's job at once, - mind your 
Own business !" | 

Reco announced through the microphone "Ladies and gentlemen, 

I am sorry about the lights, but the Diesel engine ran short of oil 


and we ‘ave ‘ad to bring another motor round to carry on with. 


Thank you !* 

Joyce: "As if they're interested about the lights. He might 
just as well have said ‘The lights just went out in case you didn't 
know !‘'" 


Mrs Manita: “And they call this a circus !" 


ihe Manitas carried on with theireact, and all went well. 
Afte:wards, He Marne announced: "Ladies and gentlemen, that is the 
end of to-night's performance. Once more, I must apologise for the 
lights going out, and hope you have enjoyed the show. We shall be 
steying here tomorrow for two houses at 4.30 and 7.30. Thank you. 
Ladies and gentlemen, —- the King !" 

Joyce Lotus recalled an instance when in Ireland with Duffeys' 
Circus, the lights failed when the lion tamer was in the cage. He 
refused to leave before they were back in their own cages, as there 
were lions and tigers mixed, and they would probably have fought. 
He carried on with the aid of matches and torches until someone 


brought in a flare. Beingafraid of fire, they went cuickly into 


their cages. 


ock s ‘ Dodd, one of the tentmen, suddenly appears 
with his arm in a sling. 

Mr Cook's version: "He should look after the horses and 
keep them clean, but no, he goes off and leaves the horses to 
meddle with something he knows nothing about. He caught his hand 
in a motor, trying to help Ted on a mechanical job. Se#ves him 
right, I say, but of course he'll be still less use with the horses 
now than ever before !" 


Beryl's version: "His hand is poisoned after being bitten 


by one of the parrots, and they you know they never get a chance 


to wash, =- he probably got some dirt in it !" 


Correct version ascertained from the man himself: blood 
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During the season there has been a great deal of mise! 
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Miscellaneous Anecdotes. & 


Fatty, one of the tent boys, went out at lunch time ang 
returned drunk, and lay down on the grass bank. Reg Robinson, 
the tentmaster, beat him, punching him all over the body. Fatty 
went to Reco to apologise for being drunk, and told Mrs Reco 
that Reg had beaten him, and he felt ill. Ethel Robinson was 


there when he was telling Mrs Reco, and took him and put him to 


ms : “ the "2 cro in A LL la i", ~ " a as L : a a a ~~ “9 4 Kr b i : 
bed in her waggon. At the start of the evening perrormance lire 


~~ 


Reco told Reg about it in no uncerta: 


To-day on calling atithe P/O for mail, Ine and Beryl were 


~~ 


1. 1 7 


that each person must collect their own. When Irs Reco was 
‘Well, if they can't send them down to the tield 
they must send them back. I don't worry, they're probably all 
bills, anyway". 


Joyce Manita said: "The stingy lot of buggers, - I'll tell 


7 ‘se ryteotos: ewer ne wa SO ek Dae Meee: 3 te : eRe ty — 
‘em". She went to the P/O and returned with all the mail. On 


"oe a 


being asked how she did it, she said "You don't know how to go 
about it. I just went in, and asked for Reco's Circus mail. 
The girl said 'What name ?', and I said ‘I've told you, - Reco's 
Circus', and she said 'I can't let you have any bupyour own', so 

I said 'Is it c/o G.P.O. or c/o Gireus ?' and she said 'c/o Circus’ 
so I told her that she had nothing to do with it except pass it 
over to the Circus, and it was the duty of the Post Office, being 


as it was so near to the field, to deliver it on to the field. 


So there you are, girls, that's all you have to do." 


August 1944 


Miscellaneous Anecdotes. _ 


| mented 


A story is told of the Desmonds, who were here and left 
about 2 months ago. 


Desmond was Rinemaster and magician; his wife used to lie 


in a coffin with hardly any clothes on, while he sawed through it. 


a] 


He was an extremely jealous man. He used to introduce her as the 


¢ <4. 


Beautiful Elsie, which was the joke of the circus, as no-one else 
could see that she was even remotely good-looking. He wovid not 
allow her to leave their wagon andmix with the rest of the circus, 


but in the ring he pretended to be extremely broad-minded. she 


was in the pay—box, which is in the back of the Tillings. fhe 
bus converted into a home, inhabited by the Cook family, - Gordon 
Cook, Stanley Mason and Ted, the Trans ort Maneger, -— occupied 
the back of the bus, but thiss ection wes used as pay—-box during 
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(Miscellaneous aneddotes, contd.) 2. 


August 15th. Ringmaster asked to announce the loss of a purse 
belonging to a member of the audience. He did not do so, but 
afte: a time, before the performance was over, one of the tent 
boys hsnded it in to Reco's wagon, and it was returned to owner. 
There is a joke among the tentmen when a new circus hand 
comes on to the scene, about the Key of the King Pole. It is 
rather like sending someone for a bucket of steam, but a little 
more obscure. If you were tosee the King Pole, with all it's 


paraphernalia, a key to it would be guite feasible. 
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Personalities. 

1. Herbert Reco (35). Owner and star artiste. Blondine wire- 
walker, main part of Reco and May ect, used to do comedy riding. 
act until a week ago, — horse no longer any good (see further 
note). 

2, May Reco (35, wife). Performs with Reco on comedy wire. 
Good masinese woman, deals with all cash except Zoo money. 


3. . Sarah Gook (50) rider. aunt to Mrs Reoo, sister to Robert 


Possett. Too heavy to ride now, but did until 3 or 4 weeksago. | 
4. Mr Gook (aged circa 70), horse md dog trainer. 
5. Eunice Cook (26) (René). Rides and tight-rope walks. Not 
very gifted, but said to be good on trapeze. Daughter of 5 & 4. | 


6. Gordon Cook (15), comedy rider cad clown. Understudies 


Reeo on comedy horse. 
7.  Hanite. lLassoist and imife thrower. 
8. Mre Manite. Assistant. | 
9. joyce Létus, né Manita. tLassoist end sharpshooter. | 
Their act is second on bill to Blond ind act, and is very good. 
10. Pat de Marne, ringnaster. Medicore. 
ll. Danny de Marne, clown. . 
12. Bernard Amar.) Good acrobatic act, more variety act than 
13. Belle Amar. ! 
14, Mr Hilton (50-60)) Hilton Boys acrobatic turn. Bobby and 
15. Bobby (19) ) Peter are brothers, very raw, but agile. 
16. Peter (15) 


eo a 


circus. 


(Rersonalitios 2) _ 
17. Tommy Roes (30), clown. Very good, unassuming; also works 
as electrician. 


18. Stanley Mason, midget clown. 


19. Reg Robinson, tentmaster and lion-tamer. 
Others. 


20. Mre de Marne, wife to ringmaster. Caters for own family, 

transport manager (not now), and tentman also. Yorke in pay—box. 
21. Mrs Robinson. wife to tentmaster. Caters for tentmen, and 
does a great deal of rushing back and forth for Reco's, <- petrol, 


lions’ food ete. | 

22. Lottie Black (Mrs), Reco's sister. Does all domestic work 
in Reco's wagon, and sleeps in monkey wagon. 

23. 


24. Alva 


Reco’s caughters, aged 11 and 12. 


ar. 


Reco's Girecus: Artistes. 


Li Herbert Reco. Owner and star artist. Runs the entire circus 
from the putting up of the tent to performing 35 acts himself, - 


he would probably do more if he was short of artistes. When he 
first began with his own circus he acted as advance agent, going 
off on a bicycle and returning to the tent for the 4.30 matinee. 
His most important act is on the comedy wire; this wire 

is about 8 - 10 feet from the ground. May Reco, his wife, starts 
off, by doing an elementary act on the wire to the tune of "Mary, 
Mary, plain as any name could be". After this Reco enters, cled in 
wide, loose, black trousers, many sizes too large and fastened with 
string instead of braces, a jacket of similar proportions, a ragged 
woite shirt, and soft kid ankle boots in black, absolutely flat 
underneath (these he likes to dampen before entering the ring), 
A pair or white cotton gloves completes the ensemble. A short 
woile ago, at Dunfermline, he obtained half a cozen pairs of these 
gloves from a policeman, whose duty it was to be present at the 
circus ground during the show. He is very good at make-up. He 
wears a part-bald wig, which is gummed to his forehead with flesh- 
colourec plaster, a piece of puttee on the end of his nose, which 
gives adecided turn-up, black grease-paint round his chin to give 
an unshaven appearance, and white grease-paint round his eyes. He 
enters the ring while May is still on the wire, accentuating his 
limp, and carrying a red umbrella, open, across one shoulder. 

Reco: "Ee - can lI ‘ave a go ?" 

May: "Yes, you can have a go". The rule is that she should 


pronounce the h in have, but sometimes it is over-accentuated, and 
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(Artistes, contd.) 
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Other times dropped unconsciously. 
Reco: "Ee, I can 'tave a go-o-oh ?" (to audience) "Now 
you're going to see something !" 


Mey: "We're going to see something, - are we ?" 


Reco goes towards thes tand (see diagram) and attempts to 
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put his foot on the lower step. It slides off and he swings round 


4. 
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bar of the stand. He then decides to discard umbrella, which 
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he throws on the floor. 

mayt "Fut your foot on f°” 

Reco: “Put my foot o-o-on ?" (Putting one foot onto the 
step with his 
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goes over and looks at the horse, full of brevado, 


ns to say "Are you forced to get on it's back ?" 
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Cook: 'Mnere else 7 


Reco: "Couldn't you get inside ?" 


Cook: "No, noware you going to get on ?" 
Reco: PWGli, S41 "SVG @& BO T* 

P He goes over to the horse and stoops down by his back legs 
anad looks around. ‘While he is stooping, Cook cracks his Woin; 
Reco turns, holds his rear and looks round vacantly "Ee, you 
want to be careful of that fiszing rod". 
Cook: "I'm a very good fisherman". 
Reco: "He, and I'm getting all your bites". 

He returns to the horse, and says "Oh I've found it !" 

Cook: "Found what 7?" 


Reco: "It's ladder !" Holding on to the horse's tail, he tries 
to climb up the hind legs. 
Cooks: "That's not the way to mount a horse". 
Reco: "Ee, well, how do you get on then ?" 
Cook: "Sand back, and I'll show you". He goes over and 
demonstrates. "You put one hand on the horse's mane, one hand 
in the middle of his back, you give a spring, - so -— and there 
you are !" Cook does not mount the horse. 

Reco goes over, saying "Let me try!’ - you place one hand on 
it's jiggers - " 
Cook: "On the horse's manef" 
Reco: "One hand in the middle of it's Uncle Jack - " 


Cook: "In the middle of its back !* 


Reco: "You spring - so — and there you are !" Turning to 


(Comedy Riding Act, contd.) 3. 


the audience, "It's easy, -— anybody can do it." 


Cook: "But you are not on the horse's back !" 
Reco: "Neither was you !" 
Cook: "Come along, I'll help you to mount". 


Reco goesacross to the horse, and Cook takes his foot and helps 
him up, but he finishes up facing the tail. He leans over, lifts 


the tail up, looks under the horse and all round. 


Reco: "Ee, Ht hasn't got one !" 

Cooks "Got one waht 7?" 

Necos "A steering wheel." 

Cook: "You're facing thewrong way, - turn round !" 

Reco: "Turn round ? Don't be a fool, you fool, turn the horse 


round." He gets up on his knees and looks around, then shouts 


"Whoa —- whoa - when I say Whoa — Whoa !" 


Cook: "But the horse hasn't moved !" 
Reco: "Moved ? Well, that's bloody fast enough for me" 


Atter two or three mock attempts to turn round, he mekes it, 
sitting well up on the horse's neck, clinging hold of it's ears. 
Cook: "Let go of it's ears, -— you're too far faerward." 

Reco: "mars °? I thought they were pegs to hold on with". 

He then sits back on the horse. (Gook takes the lunge rope from 
Reg Robinson, and .the horse goers round the ring. Reco veults 
off and on several times, sometimes twisting right round and 
landing on the horse backwards, then twisting back to the front. 


He then slackens the girdle of his skirt, and while running round 


(Comedy Riding Act, contd.) ‘, 


with the horse, it slips off. He goes on a bit longer, and then 
jumps on to the horse, falls off the back, stands on the ring 
fence and springs, just a moment too late, landing on his face in 
the centre of the ring. He then gets on to the horse, stands up 
on it's back, holding a lead rein, then lets go of the rein, going 
twice round the ring just standing on the horse. springs off the 


back of the horse with a double somersault, and bows himself out. 
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Before the Matinée: Speech by de Marne. 


"Ladies and gentlemen, this is the first visit of Reco Eros. 
Circus to - . Most of the artistes you will see th s afternoon 
were envaged to appear in the Circus film "Dark Tower", with Anne 
Crawford, Ben lyon, Herbert Long and a host of other film stars. 
We hope you will like them. thank you". 

The Blondimact comes last in the matinée, and first in the 
evening performance, thus saving the shifting of cage twice in one 
Qay-e 

Before the evening performance Reco does the announcing. 
Matinee speech first, then: "Nowwe are about to present the 
Great Blondini, who doubled for Miss Anne Crawford in the circus 
film "Dark Tower", in which he performed on a tightrope 85 feet 


- 
— 


high over a voleano of fire. Please do not think this 


Q 


is the 


sa 
r 


f 


height at which Blondingi. is used to performing. The highest he 
has ever verformed is 4300 feet, and after the war he hopes to go 


to America, and have a goat the championship, which is 505 feet. 


Blondini has been apvroached by a film company to vo to America 
after the war to make the life story of that famous old tightrope 
walker Blondin, - who was the first person to walk across the 
Niagra Rapids. Blondini will probably have to do this in the 
Cfiinm. 

Now the very big lion that enterw the ring. Some years ago 
you heard of a lion killing the Reverend Stiffkey, - this is the 


son of that lion, and if Blondini was to fall in the cage he would 


probably be torn to pieces before the lion tamer could get to his 
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assistance. Autographed photographs of Blondith are available, 


— 


the price of these is 3d each. Ladies and gentlemen, - Blondini !" 
Reco then runs into the ring, and straight up the ladder. 
Once on the wire his lameness is not noticeable. He wears light 
brown raiding breeches, red boots, red sas and a blue shirt with 
red wrist-—bands, or a white, short-sleeved shirt with red waist- 
coast. First he walks half-way across the wire, so thet he is over 
the centre of the cage, while the lions are let in. With an 
umbrella for balance, he kneels on the wire with one knee, the 
Other les raised at the back, his arms outstretched. He returns 
to the platform, changes his umbrella for an iron bar about le ' 
long. With this for balance he walks half-way across, sits, then 
lies on the wire, balancing the bar on his chest, -— then raises 
his legs in the air and brings his head up. After this he returns 
again to the platform, while a 6 foot iron bar on pulley ropes is 
pulled across to the centre of the wire; he then walks out to it, 
after putting on a red leather helmet. He still holds the long 
iron bar, and puts this against the attached bar, holding them 
both for support, while he stands on his head on the wire. He 


returns to the platform, with the long bar, collects a chair with 


a specially ridged leg, and takes it out to the centre of the wire. 
He sits on it, still holding the long iron baf, and springs the 
chair on the wire, with his feet outstretched. Meanwhile the 
Ringmaster announces: "Those of you who saw the film "Dark 


Tower" will remember seeing a lady sitting on a chair over a 
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volcano of fire, 85 feet from the ground, tumbling forward into 
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Lion cub in Edinburgh Zoo, priced at £100. Reco offered 
bears in part exchange, but Zoo expected to be given the beats 
and still receive £100 for the lion. 

Seven monkeys purchased from the same Zoo, cost £75. 

A soldier monkey, which was said to be in excellent health, is 
suffering from pneumonia. Reg Robinson says the Zoo do not say 
at what sort of temperature the monkeys are generally kept, con- 
se uently when exposed to the elements without any artificial 
heating they are apt to catch cold. Before the war South African 
monkeys were priced at approximately 30/-. each. Bears before 
the war were £20 to £25; now anything from £50 upwards. 

There are 5 performing lions awaiting the Recos in Ireland 


(Belfast). 


Yesterday Reg Robinson was asked £15 for a parrot, —- he did | 
not buy. | 


. Joyce Manita and Alma Reco went into Zoo to feed monkeys 
with a few chips. Small monkey on high stand on bar in cage 


became excited and started waving its long tail about. The large 
monkey below took hold of the tail in both hands and started to 
bite viciously, biting the tail as if it was a dog with a bone. 
Joyce had to kick the cage with her large boots to make him leave 


go, - blood all over straw ané small monkey screaming terrifyingly. 


Zoo Market, ~ to date. 13.9.44 
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bears in part exchange, but Zoo expected to be given the beate 
and still receive £100 for the lion. 


Seven monkeys purchased from the same Zoo, cost £75. 
A soldier monkey, which wae said to be in excellent health, is 
suffering from pneumonia. Reg Robinson says the Zoo do not say 
at what sort of temperature the monkeys are generally kept, con- 
se .uently when exposed to the elements without any artificial 
heating they are apt to catch cold. Before the war South African 
monkeys were priced at appromimately 30/~. each. Bears before 
the war were £20 to £25; now anything from £50 upwards. 


There are 5 performing lions awaiting the Recos in Ireland 
(Belfast). 


Yesterday Reg Robinson was asked £15 for a parrot, < he did 
not buy. 


~ Joyce Manita and Alma Reco went into Zoo to feed monkeys 


bite viciously, biting the tail as if it was a dog with a bone. 
Joyce had. to kick the cage. with her large boots to make him leave 
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late. Mrs De Merne's trailer was towed in by Ethel Robinson 
returned for it after fixing up the bears. Mrs De Marne was cooking 
breakfast at 4.30 p.m. It was raining so hard thet it was impos- 
ut the tent up. The tentmen made a fire for themselves 
in a bucket, and dried off their clothes. Reco stamped and raged 
and said "Now we've lost £70 here to-day, and everyone is going to 
fix their trailers and lorries up so that we don't ‘ave this bloody 
delay again". 


f> 


The De Marnes' trailer had been leaking through the window 


-_ we Ff 


frames, and through the walls and roof. All attempts to fix it up 
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August 1944 
Reco: Personal Sketch. 


He is extremely versatile, - knows every act in cireus, and 
can do every job, from putting up the big top to lion taming, and 
from bareback riding to knife throwing. Aged about 35. He is 
lame in one leg, but very active. During his life he has done 
all manner of work, from potato picking, working in the coal 
pits, selling firewood and working in fdrs, He can do anything 
in a fair, and knowe all the tricks of fairs and cireuses, - 15 
years ago he was working es a 6lown for £3.10 a week (Chapman's), 
and il years ago he was yaite penniless. 

He has had his own circus for 3 years. 

A few weeks ago he fell from wire over lions' cage, but 
being very quick with his arms, he was able to hang on to the 
wires andswing himself up. 

Ten years ago while with Chapman's Circus a party of drunks 
were turned off the circus ground, ~ they returned 300 strong, 
andtried to attack the tent. Reco shot ten men with a shot gun, 
riddling them with shot. They were taken to hospital, and the 
others were beaten off by the rest of the circus hands and artiste 
armed with tent poles (spiked) ete; then a bear was turned loose : 
on them. No Gamage was done to the tent or the animals. 

Reco spent the night in gacl, for shooting at the rioters, - 
but his defence was that he was protecting his wife md two young 


children, and the charge was dismissed. 


Since war began, Reco was approached by the Telecommunicationd 


7 
ty 
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, 


na 


technical dpeartment, end offered £100 to walk 1,000 feet across 
the wires over the Thames to discover how much damage had been 
done by an escaned barrage belloon that haé hit the wires. It 
would have saved ea great deal of money, they eaid, as the cable 
would stop shivping for at least a week if they brought it down. 
Reco accepted, but his wife made him turn it down. 

At Rugby one year hevas going to walk across the ¢ ables 
in the msin part of the town, as a publicity stunt. He was 
etopped by the G.P.O. 


i. 
Reco, Sept. 1944 
meixmexitxnetningxkanxneyeeREx 

At one period of his life he kas played in market squares on 

market days for coppers, tumbling etc. He has also been round 
with performing donkeys. He says the best placesfor showing a 
performing animal in this wey Bye school playgrounds. They used 
to wait about until the children came out at playtime, perform 


the act, and pass the hat round, collecting childrens’ halfpennies 


and pennies. 


Reco being a clever make-up artist, is very critical of 
other peoples' make-up. He frecuently tells Stanley ( midget) 


about his make-up, and on several occasions has put it on for hin, 


to show him how it is done, but has now given it up as a bad job. 


Reco. 

 Grumbles about tentmen's attitude towarde work, and about 
having to work himself, being boss. Sever any free tine. | 
Statement to the effeet that next year war will be over, and no 


wan can join his circus unless wearing a collar and tie «- EVER 
TENTMER. 


Reco hae two daughters aged 11 and 12, but ie always expres- 
sing the desire for a son. Mra Reoo says “Ho bloody fear i* | 
According to varied (reliable ad wnreliable) sources, che has 
had on an average of one abortion a year since Alva (youngest 
daughter) was born. They have all been pretty dractic affaire. 
She wae in hospital for 6 monthe at the beginning of the year, 
according to the De Karnes. fhe had an internal operation after 
falling, etraddle-legged, on to the low wire. (There are two 
wires, ~ comedy wire is 6 ft. high, high wire is 14 ft. They 
vary according to the piteh, ~- i.e. land where etakes are pleced 
being higher or lower than the ring. According to Joyce (Kanita) 
Lotue, Mre Reco wae in hospital for so long after an unsuccessful 
eelf-abortion at 5 months. 


Reeo seems to be suffering from an inferiority complex, ~ 
always wondering what the general public think about him. "I 
wonder what these people really think sbout ue when they eee us 
coming in like this, ~ they probably think ‘lock at this eom'* 


ry | me 
Live in caravans, but we're just es paucated ae they are, if not 
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(Reco, contd. ) 


True story about Recofs fight with Black, whose name is ac- 


_— 


j 


tually Billy Mack. He used to be advance agent last year for Reco, 
and he started off this year as agent “or cco, but played about 
so much that Reco sacked him. He worked for another circus, but 


occasionally, free-lanced for Reco, - i.e. offered Keco fields, 


A 


engagements etc. that his circus didn't want. At Ferth Reco 


- ~~ a ae ee a rer Nn Lt. le dent era = ~ fee es od. . Pa ar tance co 
a week's engagement. Mack arrived, and tried to get fixtures 


7 


his own circus by saying Reco had cancelled the engagements. Reco 
HaOXRERNEeEKKRaxXkRR arrived, heard the story, but stayed at Perth for 
7 J 3 y 
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on to the field Reco shouted "Don't come anyfurther - don't come 


on to my field, Bill Mack !" 


Mack continued with his waggon, and got out beside Reco. 


~— 


one punch in the face; he got back into his wage 


of? 


and went off. 


SS 


N.B. his 1s the general run of the story told by Tommy Ross, 


the Recos, the Manitas etc. THE STORY I have already sent in is 


> 


~~ 


Mirs De Marne's version, so judge accordingly. 


Reg Robinson (45) Tentmaster and Liontamer. 


In cherge of labour, and usually in charge of the animals at 
the farm during the winter. This winter he is going to Belfast 
with Reco. He says "The thing I like about Reco isc that his 
money nasn't gone to his head. I worked with him on Chapman's 
15 years azo when he wes earning £3.10 and I was getting £5, and 
he's etill just the same as he was then". 

Last year, when driving one of the lorries he almost went 
over the sice of a cliff from the top of a hill, but the trailer 
twisted round and saved him. Alva Reco was in the lorry with him, 
and ever since she alweys orcfers to walk up hills. 

Ferli-r this vear hewms at the taking down of the tent when a 
Kine pole fell unexnectecly, hittins him on the head. He said he 
didn't know anything about it until he felt blood trickling down 
his face. The general assumption is that hewas stunned for a 
minute or two, and consecruently his nerves were numbed . 

He talks a lot about women, and thinks he cuts a dash, but is 
quite harmless. He snends his time talking about what he'd like 
to do (i.e. with women); he mentions girl friends he has in dif- 
ferent towns, end regrets that we never touch these towns. He 
telked about a girl at Hawick, and said nothing would stop him 
going to see her if we should go there. Wow we have definitely 
booked there she apvsarently lives somewhere else, or perhaps it's 
another one, - can't be unkind enough to ask | He talks of the gtr 
girls he has known in the West End of London, mentions Piccadilly 


as if the word itself were an obscenity. He also mentioned with 


(Reg Rotmson, contd. ) - 


great relish the time he was almost "pinched" by the police when 
they raidec a house in Lisle Street where he was with a girl. 
"Phere was her, stark mother-naked, and me almost without any 
clothee on". 

He geems very proud of his wife in spite of the fact that 
he is always saying “worst thing I ever did in my life - 12 years 
ago - to marry". Apvarently he was courting Ethel's sister, who 
died, and he afterwards married Ethel, who wae a cook in a cafe 
in the Strand. He says her father was a bancer at Romford. She 
has never mentioned it, and is fond of saying "I come from poor 
people, but I don't intend tobe poor all me life". 

They have no children. He would like children, and aecording 
to De Marne he blames Ethel for being barren, but he says: 

"Kleven yeare ago when I was mauled by a bear they told me I'd 
never have any kids". 

Just before the war Bthel and Reg were booked to go to South 
Africa with verforming horses and doge, intending to tour the 
halis. Their vaseage waz booked etc., and all horses and dogs 
passed by the vet., when war broke out and they were unable to go. 

25.8.44 While doing the high wire act (blindfold with shép- 
ping baskets on feet) Reco dronped one of the baskets into the 
lions’ cage. Resnaxtragpxdxyn Reg, who goes into the cage at the 
finale of the act, and touches the lions up with his whip, usually 
working the big lion up into a rage till it turns on him, - was 
afraid of tripping over the basket, and tried to pick it up, first 


(Reg Robinson, contd. ) 3. 


lashing the large lion to keep it back for a second. The lash 
came off the whip, and while picking up the basket the lion went 


rather close. As he raised the whip and sprang back the lion 


caught his hand with its paw, seratching him. He didn't mention 
it to a soul, and nobody knew. Three days later on the road when 
the Tillings engine sét on fire he assisted in putting it out, and 
when that night his hand was bandaged everyone thought he had 
burnt it when the Tillings was in flames. Actually his hand was 
turning septic, and for over a week it was swollen and inflamed. 
Just as he was about to see a doctor it took a turn for the better 


and healed up. 


Sook. 


Aged about 65. Presents horses for Reco, also his own per- 
forming dogs (five of them). He recently purchased a black pony, 
and is training it. It performed in the ring, but is very spiteful. 
He is obliged to put anotice up where it is tied up in the field: 
"Keep away: this pony kicks and bites". On one occasion some 
people tried to claim £100 damages from him because the pony 
kicked their small child. This never came to anything, but he 
is very careful about the notice being up since then. 

At one time Cook bought his own circus, which was on the road 
for four years, from 1924 - 28. He blames the failure of this 
circus on to bad or roguish advance agents. He says he lost 
£13,000 over the affair. 

He is a very considerate man where women are concerned, 
probably his age, or the generation to which he belongs accounts 
for this. Often he has expressed his displeasure at Enmmie (billed 
as Rene) running around in and out, getting wet and not getting 


properly dry. On one occasion he was putting Emmie’s horse under 
cover at about 3 o'c, the performance not being due to start until 
4.30 (meedless to say it was raining). He stated that he was not 
worried about the horse "A drop of rain won't hurt her, - do her 
good in fact, - but it's the girl - not good for her to ride a 
wet horse with just those few bits of covering that girls will 
wear nowadays". 

On being asked about "Moulton", - the horse Gordon was doing | 
the comedy act on, he said "Oh him, - it won't hurt either of them | 


1 


| 
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(Cook, contd). 2. 


to go wet. I'm not worried about the boy, 'e must worry about 
himself". 

He is annoyed, however, if the horses are sent into the ring 
dirty, and he will sort them tentmen out and grumble about it, 
but, as he says "It's no use, = people to-day seem afraid of work". 

He seems very active. He has to make all the arrangements 
for iieend akeiet, ~ horse boxes are hired for transporting 
ring horses and ponies, others travel by road, unless the journey 
is too far. He also has to arrange about fields for the horses 
if the tent field is an open one, otherwise it would mean keeping 
them all tied up all night, or they would probably make off down 
the road during the night and get lost. 

He has a definite dislike for Dodd, one of the grooms, who 
always seems very polite and a good worker. Cook to Inv.: "Do 
you ever feel that there's someone you really hate, can't stand 
to be near them etc. ?" 

Inv. "Mm, - who is your bete noir ?" 

Cookt "This fellow here" indicating Dodd, “he always seems 
so infernally rude, pushes past you, never speaks, gets in the 
way, ~ horrible great hulking fellow, can't stand him at all". 

A few days after this Cook rowed Dodd for not holding canvas 
up while bringing Romeo, one of the Liberty horses, round to the 


ring door. Dodd said he couldn't guide the horse and hold the 


canvas, and after all it was the ringmaster's job to get men to 
do that for the grooms. Late that night, about 11.30 p.m., Dodd 


(Cook, contd. ) 3. 


was in the tentmen'ts tent, and Mr Cook, who was having trouble 
in getting the ponies under cover from the rain, called, and 
asked him if he'd do him a favour, just give him a hand with the 
ponies. There were at least ten other men in the tent, but Dodd 


was the one asked. I can't see the moral myself. 


18.8.44. The clowns, during an interval, have a sketch, 
where water is poured from one bucket to another. Then the bucket 
supposedly containing water (actually water is tipped right 
through it) is chained on to a stand on top of a pole. The 
audience are unaware that there is no water in the buckety or 
that the bucket is chained. Gordon Cook then walks round in front 
of the audience balancing the poke 6n one hand, then extends the 
pole to almost twice the height. On this occasion, however, when 
eventually the pole did overbalance, instead of the bucket swinging 
clear of the audience it dropped right down into the front row, 
and caught a small child on the leg. The clowns were as bewil- 
déred as the audience, Tommy Ross being the only one with enough 
presence of mind to see if the child was really hurt. Fortunately 


it was not. 


Sarah Gook (Mrs ) 


Second wife to Mr Cook, who first married her sister, mother 
to Emmie. Said to be the daughter of the laté Sir Robert Fossett, 
and aunt to Mrs Reco. Said to have been very clever rider, but 
is a little too heavy now. She looks rather too large for the 
short-sleeved, full-length gown which she wears when assisting 
with the presentation of the dogs, one dare not think of the 
effect of tights and a spangled skirt. She is very kind and 
homely, always willing to hélp anyone, never talks about anyone 
or anything, and appreciates any little kindness anyone might 
perforn. 

Bhe appeared the the circus film "Mother Riley at the Circus", 
also in a cireus film with george Formby in the star role. She 
is very proud of the photos (stills from the film), &hé works in 
the tent as an usherette (tearing tickets), then dresses for her 
appearance in the ring. Theseare the only times anyone ever sees 
her, except in her waggon or feeding the dogs outside (Usually 
Emmie's job). She rode in the ring until recently, when the 
horse fell on her. She was not a bit hurt, and continued acting. 
Three weeks later, on leaving the ring, she caught her leg against 
the ringfence, and “put a muscle out". She was in bef for more 


than a week, and when the bus was on the road shewas bumped 


about "something terrible". She said Mre De Marne and Mrs Reco 


were the only two who visited her while she was in bed, and she | 
was extremely grateful for this. | 


She gets very quickly agitated, as does Emmie. On the occasion 


. iat ie ee . 


(Mre Sarah Cook, contd. ) 2. 


‘' when the motor of their bus went on fire, while Reco was trying 


to climb a hill, she bustled Tommy, aged 9, out, and went flutter- 
ing round, calling to Emmie to get the bag, throwing her arms 
about, and saying "Oh dear, we shall be burned alive or lose ali 
our possessions. Emmie, don't go in, you'll be trapped ! Oh, the 


bag, yes, get it ! Wo, you'll be trapped ! Oh dear, what can 
you do ? Oh dear, oh dear !" By thie time the flames were well 
under control. 

When Spanky, one of the tentboys, put his wrist out while 
cranking up the Morris one morning, Sarah Cook rushed out in 
great consternation, saying "Oh dear, oh dear. Is he hurt ? Can 
I do anything ? Would you like a cup of tea or something ?" 


Rene Cook. 
Known as Emmie, aged 26. Daughter to Mr Cook, Mrs Cook is 


her mother's sister. Bareback rider, either not very gifted or 
afraid of horses. The act is elementary, the horse has strong 
girths and stirrup, so should present no difficulties at all. 

She is an extremely active person, cannot sit still or walk 
leisurely anywhere. Bernard says "She always seems to me to have 
a squib in her pants". The only leisurely job she ever seems to 
do is to exercise the dogs before the performance: "In case they 
forget themselves in the ring". 

She has very wide open eyes and long lashes, apart from this. 
her face is not terribly attractive, but she is fond of looking 
in mirrors and titivating if she has nothing else to do, i.e. if 
she should be in anyone else's waggon. Mr Mani&e is very sarcastic 
towards her, and usually says "Don't you have a mirror in your own 
waggon, Emmie ?" or something similar. 

She always appears to be rather vacuous, and has a habit of 
permanently fluttering her eyelids, this is an outstanding feature. 
To describe her, even to strangers, one only has to say "The girl 


who flutters her eyelashes", and without hesitating, if they have 
met her only once they will say "Oh, the girl Cook !" 

Her regular pace is a semi-trot, something between a fast 
walk and a run. On the road in the mornings she will iron odés 


and ends, clean out the bug as far as possible, make tea, wash up 


erockery, prepare vegetables for the midday meal. In short, she 
keeps busy and on her feet the whole day, even on the road. She 


(Emmie Cook, contd. ) 2 


does the family's odds and ends of washing, and rushes round at 
almost every -etand searching out a washerwoman to do the heavy 
stuff. She rushes to the Post Office to collect her mail, and 
usually makes several trips, as she expects a parcel, a letter 

or a telegram addressed Poste Restante, and doesn’t want anyone 
else to pick it up or know anything about it. But then she flits 
round telling all and sundry about it. Almost everyevening she 
rushes down to the nearest ‘phone booth to book trunk calls to 
her man friend. She talks a lot about him, and says “He's really 
a second cousin, and me mummy doesn't really approve ‘cause he's 
a good bit older than I am, and you know how everyone will talk?. 
Mrs Reco's my auntie, and she knows him, and doesn't like us going 
out together, but they can’t say much, ‘cause I do me work here 
alright, so what can they say". 

Joyce Manita sa s he's Emmie's uncle, a man of over 40 and 
married, and she thinks Emmie’s a fool to rush round about him, 
as his wife won't divorce him. He's a very clever trapeze artist, 
playing the halls at the moment, an old circus star. 

Occasionally Emmie goes off on Sundays to see him, travelling 
in the morning, spending the afternoon witn him, and seturning 
late at night. She always aske everyone if they think she ought to 
go, and goes whatever they say. She says the next day "It was a 
bit of a rush, but you know I daren’t stay overnight and travel 
back on Monday, ~ they talk enough ‘ere as it is !" 
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(Rene Cook, contd. ) 


Joyce Manita says he's Emmie's uncle, a man of over 40, and 
married, and she thinks Emmie's a fool to rugh round about him, 
as h&s wife won't divorce him. He's a very clever trapeze artist, 3 
playing the halls at the moment, an old circus star. 

Occasionally Emmie goes off on Sundays to see hig, éreivel lind 
in the morning, spending the afternoon with him, sand returning late 
at night. She always asks evryone if they think she ought to go, | 
and goes whatever they say. She says the next day "It was a bit 
of a rush, but you know I daren't stay over night and travel back 
on Monday, - they talk enough ‘ere as it is !" : 

Joyce's attitude to this is very sound: "Daft thing, - they 
talk in any case, and you don't have to wait till bed time if you 
want to get up to tricks. I don't know whether she does or not, 
but either way it wouldn't make any difference to what people say. 
It's the way you feel about it yourself thet counts". 

Emmie is quite illiterate, has difficulty in both reading and 
writing, never writes to her man friend, — either wires or phones, - 
and occasionally will ask Joyce to read her letters etc. She 
has lived with circuses all her life, and started in the ring at 
the age of twelve. When Reco was ill she perfornfed on the comedy 
wire, not in a comedy act, but a straight wire-walking act. She 
is said to be quite clever on a trapeze, and prefers trapeze and 
tight-rope walking to riding. 


The following is an example of her vacuous behaviour, which 
is however, quite likely, intentionally exaggerated. Inv. had 
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(Rene Gook, contd.) 


returning at 4 o'c to Dalkeith J oyce and Beryl rushed straight 
back to the field to prepare for the matinee. Inv. in the town 
met Emmie shopping, and, assuming there was to be no matinee, 
asked Emmie for confirmation. 

Emmie: “Isn't there a matinee to-day 7?" 
Inv. "I don't know, I was asking you. Haven't you been 
on the field all day ?" 

Emmie: "Yes, I came yp half an hour ago. The tent's up, 
I suppose there's one". 

Inv. #Well, it's 4 o*'c, — shouldn't you be there ?* 

Emmie: “Four o'clock, is it ? Well I never ! Oh dear, 
I'd betty ‘urry up. Oh dear, all rush ‘ere isn't it ? Good-bye, 
see you presently 7?" 

It turned out that there was no matinee, and Reco had an- 
nounced this quite early in the day. 

She always seems like this when one talks to her. Her an- 


swers are usually "Well I never !" "Oh dear !" "Go on !" ete., 
always amid much eye-blinking. She is very kind—hearted, however, 


and will always help anyone, make them tea, or assist if one has 


any ordinary understandable troublé that is easy to grasp. If 
anyone doesn’t look very well she is quick to notice and sympathise. 


Gordon Gook, clown. 
= > 
; 
‘ 


Son to Mr and Mrs Cook, aged 15. Extremely large for his 
age, looks about 23 or 24, but extremely childish mentally, desp 


the fact that his knowledge of ex etc. is far in advance of his 
years. He seems quite strong, and can carry loads as easily as 
the men. He has a large shock of auburn hair, which is long and 
thick, a deep voice, and a large birth-mark on the left side of 
his face, extending from behind his ear, across the lobe and 
cheek—bone, down to the jawline and neck. He is a fairly good 
clown, mainly due to his northern accent. He understudies for 
Reco on the Comedy Horse (act discontinued). 

He has a girl-friend, blonde chorus—girl type aged about 23. 

She visited him on the circus fhr a few days, and slept with him 
in the back of the Tillings. Stanley, the midget clown, who 
also sleeps there, was frightened when awakened in the early 
hours, between 5 and 4 a.m., to hear voices ete. He afterwards 
in all innocence mentioned that he had seen her before at Patrick's 
circus, where she had shared someone's trailer. Thies apparently 
caused an awful. row generally, but Stanley was the scapegoat in 
the end, and Gordon is still friendly with the blonde, who is in 
London, and, according to Gordon, being perfectly faithful, and, 
according to Gordon again, is not the sort to play around with 
other people. 

‘His mother is very easy going with him, and doomn't treat 
him-at all like a 15 year old. According to Reco "When he got a 
girl into trouble his ‘mother “fast said *Oh Gordon, you shouldn't 
have ¢ done that $2. Cm. has B ccpapt cated i one further into” 
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Reco's statement “when he got a girl into trouble", and cannot 
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find out whether it was used in the generally accepted sense or 
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The De Narnes are alwaye éecrying Menita for going out buying 
in any town as soon as he arrives (more about thie later), but 
they usually go the roundsof the pawn shops to see what they can 
pick up cheaply. On one cecacion at Cowden Beath, a mining town 
and quite peor, Inv. went shopping wath Mr ond Mre de Marne. 

They went into a gents outfitters to sec what they could get with- 
out coupons. An old lady was behind the counter. ‘They first 
vought a few knick-knacke such as are sold for visitors, insoribved 
"A Present from Bonnie Seotland". ‘Then De Marne wanted dress 
eollare and a white bow. ‘These she wanted eoupone for, but they 
fust told her that she didn’t, Eventually they got the white 

bow coupon free, but did not buy the collars. ‘Then lire de Marne 
eaw @ omall antique clock at the back of the shop, and asked if it 
wae for vale, It was not. ‘They were told it was the only one 

ehe had, ‘Then their eyes alighted on another, similar to the firet. 
Shis one, they were told, was broken, ané a man would be coming in 
the evening to look at it. Hot eatiefied with this, they asked 
her how much she thought it was worth. She said, well, it cost 

_ about £2 when new, eo they offered her £1 for it. She refused, but 
they inportuned, and having asked to eee it before offering te buy, 
the clock was on their side of the counter, Bventually they just 
thrust £1 into her hand slong with the money for the other purchasee, 
and. lr De Maree put the clock into hie pocket and went off, excep- 
‘thomally pleased with himself. They decided to have it repaired 
immediately ent wee its. it Steet tong deawewes Renttate jevelierte 
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forgotten. The delight they got out of obtaining it was the 


only thing that mattered. 
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Patrick @e Marne, original name Mehoney. Ringmaster. Enlisted 
in 17th Lencers, in which he served for 12 yeare in England and 
abroad. Since then has worked on atege and in circus as comedian, 
with horees and without. Stage manager, ringmaster, advance agent, - 
this latter job he found too quiet. 

‘Daughter Pat, dancer, in variety mainly. Married to e contor- 
tionist; has baby girl 4 monthe old, hee been travelling since it was 
10 days. Daughter not with thie show. 

The be Marnes are known as lir and irs Happiness by the reat of 


the cirous. They are always grumbling about other people not doing 
their share of the work, or other people being able to get food 
when they cannot, or shopekeepere not letting them have food, or 
the way Kr Hinde behaved ete. They have been everywhere and seen 
everything, and if someone elee makes any gort of statement they are 
@lways ready to discredit it. Examples leter,. 

Of his own confession Mr De Marne apent 12 years in the cavalry, 
30 years in the variety profeseion, § years in circuses, and was a 
car tester for Fords at Dagenham for about 5 years, His actual age 
de about 45 ~ 50, 


He hatee the Scottish people, and Gan never run then down out. 
ficiently, e.g. - "Zh son, are you Scotch ? Well, don't they teach 


you no manners in Scotland ? Wo ‘course they don’t, 
help it. You ought to go to England and learn how to dD ehave properly". 


ieee Se see etetom an. pieh temo he einen toms ieee: 


Well, you can’t 
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He spends hie tine when not working or quarrelling with his wife, 


mother were just on holiday, they said, For about 3 weeks they 


used by the tentmen and hed been sent back to the farm, ae it was 


mext year if the war ie over. (I will pump Reco about thie later). 


Dene at Wp Steen Sieute to Cate. Cony aod ony wamtorentnte 


(De Marnes, conta.) — 2. 


Apparently he was n ot nanan directly by the eirous. Reeo 
wanted another clown, end De Marne applied for the job on behalf 
of his son. He wae asked to come glone by Reco, who thought that 
the father wae the clown. ‘There wae definitely no accomodation 

for = family; Reco had the idea of sleeping him in the back of the 
fillings with Gordon Cook. The whole family, i.e. Mr and Mre dna 
Demny arrived. Danny, aged 17, was to be clown. Father and 


obtained dige whenever possible, and at other times slept in one 
of the lorries, rather uncomfortably. When the Desmonds left, 
De Marne took over the job of ringmaster at his own suggestion. 
keanwhile Reco sent to Darlington for the waggon that had been 


considered a nuisance to trail. 
Daring the firet few weeks Mre De Marne did a spot of fortwme 
telling at the ring door before the 4,50 pom. and between shows, — 
i.e, between 6,15 and 7.15. De Marne saye that Reco has offered to 
pay £500 for a waggon for Mre De Marne to use for fortune telling 


However the fortune telling buciness 4s not being carried on at the 
moment, and died outefte: the first few weeks. 
hast year the ne Marnes 6 tart rte ac advance agents for Bovert : 
Foasett, but they cay the life we too quiet, they prefer the com 
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(De Meaxrnes, contd.) 3. 


evecare what De Marne aid. He saye “Oh, just anything". Denny 
wae @ groom. 
 ‘Bypieal quarrel between De Marne and Danny. 
De Marne: “Where's my bloody tea ? G'm on Sue. I've got to 
get dressed for the matinee ina few minutes". 


Danny: “Mum, where the hell's my clean shirt ? You can 


mever find anything in thie bloody waggon". 


De Marne: “I'm wanting my tea = now shut up, will yer, until 
| yer mother's seen ter me !" se 
Demy: “Don't bloody well tell me to shut up!” 
De Marne: "I*11 tell you what I bloody well like, ané you'll 
like it. You=- you ~— you young bugger i” 
Danny: “You will not - * 
dust as one imagines there ie going to be fisticuffs, one or 
other will smile, and the other will laugh, and it blows over. 
Other times De Marne will smile, and Danny will sexy “And don't 
bloody well laugh at me !" and De Marne will hit him. ‘hen either 
there will be tears from Danny, who refuses to go into the ring for 
the matinee (afterwards changing hie mind !) or Danny will bekS out 
of the waggon until all is blown over, Sometimes De Marne will 
chave him. These quarrels ocour at any hour of the day, while 
putting the tent up, while etarting the lorries in the morning, and 
 ‘waually develop from a minor inoident into a vulgar exhibition, 
«Be Marne's attitude towards the other artistes: 
"These buggers, mate, ‘aven’t been anywhere. ana over the 
bloody world, I've been. There ien’t a language I can't say some 
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(De Marner, contd.) . 


thing in. These buggers ween on Cook's Conducted Tours, t's 


| the only time they've been abroad", 
| N.B, All of De Marne's travelling was done while in the Army. 
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2. 
(fommy Roses: contd. ) 
behind with Tommy, Mre Ross, and two children, Tony aged 4 and 
Tomey, aged 11. Ure Rose came over to bring the Dierel licence 
ete. and a few electricial props. on Monday 28,8,44 to Dalkeith. 


They had been given permiseion te atay on the field eas long 


ae they wished, and a local furniture remover offere: to move 
them any time they might wish to go. 


Sp . ‘ 


we Ce 


ets a 


RECO BROS. CIRCUS 


PROGRAMME 
CHARIVARI ll. AMAR & ALANA-Miracles of Balance. 


Voltage—Miss COOK 12. LIBERTY HORSES—Presented by M. PAUL 


HILTON’S-Tumbles and Smiles. 13. PERFORMING LLAMA— 
Presented by M. PAUL 
JOEY—The Pony 


14. MANTTOS—Memories of Buffalo Bill 
BEAR—Presented by DICK FOSTER 
15. CLOWNS AGAIN 
EARL, VICKI and SASHA— . 
Western Pastimes 16. PONY and MONKEYS’ STEEPLECHASE 
RECO and MAY— 17. DESMONDE—African Wizard 
Direct from London Palladium 
| 18. MUSICAL CLOWNS 
CANNIE WONDERS— 
Presented by Miss RENE 19. BLONDINI 
CLOWNS’ ENTREE | 20. SLIDE FOR LIFE 
EQUESTRIENNE ISOBEL | GOD SAVE THE KING | 


THIS PROGRAMME IS SUBJECT TO ALTERATIONS. 


DON’T FAIL TO SEE THE ZOO 
Lions, Bears, Vulture, Kangaroo, Goose with Three Legs, Monkeys, Parrots 
Birds, Llama, Giant Rat, etc., etc. 


Proprietor—H. Reco. Manageress—M. Wroe. Ring Master—Desmond. Transport Manager—M. Bailey 
Advance Manager—Mr. Adam King. Tent Master—Mr. Robinson. Electrician—Mr. Ross. 
Stud Groom—Mr. Roper. Animal Keeper—Dick Foster. 
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have to be carefully tied up, - eupboards jammed tight shut, g rate 
and put onto the floor, also chimneys taken down. 
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to all the tentmen, and invariably grumbles because Mrs De Marne 
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(Day's Routine, contd. ) 


1, abe ; — te amo % Rr AaAhetr 4. p . a — , An 1} Fic vA sr Ss 
hasn't made her trailer ready to be coupled on to the Dennis 


Mr. De Marne is usually first off the field, driving the Morris 
lorry, containing tent equivment, and towing the Amars’ trailer. 
Danny de Marne travels with him, and Bernard Amar sits on the 
pile of ecuipment on the lorry, watching his trailer. sometimes 
tent boys travel up with them. 

Ethel Robinson gets away next, trailing Mrs de Marne's 
caravan, with Belle Amar and Mrs De Marne as passengers in the 
Dennis. 

then the Manitas follow, but the order of succession is not 
so strict after the first bwoWweggons. The Manitas trail their 
own caravan, Manita driving a lorry with his wife and daughter, 
and sometimes Alva Reco,as front seat passengers. 

Mrs Reco used to drive the Bedford, containing props, towing 
her own trailer, but since the Vulcan (which was driven by Reco, 
and towed the bears and a monkey waggon) gave up the ghost and 
was sent back to Darlington, Reco himself has beencriving tis, 


with Lottie, Mrs Reco and Lucy as passengers. 


Tommy Ross drives the Deisel, towing his own trailer. Usually 
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nis two children are left in bed, and his wife travels in the front 


The tractor, towing lions and another cage, travels first, 
but being slow is last to get in. Reg Robinson drives this. 
fed, the Transport Manager, Orings up the reer, driving the 


Tillings, with the entire Cook fam 
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(Day's routine, contd. }) J* 
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travels in the horse box. He tows a large cage, containing rabbits, 
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return for the Bear VAL LON) since the Vulcan went 


the ring horses are transported in a horse box. Arrangements 
‘or the hire of this are made by Mr Cook. If there is a long 
journey, all the horses are teken by box, -— e.g. Kincardine to 
Dalkeith, when three journeys were made. 

On an average journey, 7 - 8 miles, two grooms, (Dodd, Peter 
end an old hand) also Gordon Cook and Peter Hilton, bring apvroxi- 
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Na bey 18 norses between them oe bade. COS. BiG us CaQging three e ach ‘ 
hings never run smoothly, and on an average journey of 7 - 
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all the waggons are into the 

new field by midday. De Marne gets in first and marks out the 
Rotinson's job, but De Marne does it to 
prove that Robinson is not indispensable to the circus. Neverthe- 
less, he is always complaining that it is not his job, and he would 
rather anyone else did it than he, but he always falls over himself 
to be first off the old field, and cannot stop grumbling about it 
if by chance he should be held up, and someone else should get in 
first (see also section "De Marne"). 


AS soonas the tent arrives they start putting it up, the 
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(Day's Routine, contd. ) 4. 
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men snatching their cup of tea as it's ready. the tent 


a . 
Vs 


’ uv by 12 o'c. All the artistes lend a hand, and before 
are in they all go off for their breakfast. Meanwhile, 
women have time to go into the town to shop before pre 

‘fast, they do so, otherwise they feed the men, who 

complete the erection of the tent, and then shop or pre 

dinner. Children always rush to the circus field, and 
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leek's Routine: week beginning 27.8.44 and ending 3.9.44 
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Journey of 40 miles made on Sunday 27th August from Kincar- 
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dine to Dalkeith. Tommy Ross had been left behind at Kincardine 
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women went into the town, shovoing. Joyce Lotus and Belle Amar 
went into Edinburgh, but had to return in case there should be 

in afternoon performance. On returning and finding no matinee the 
vere annoyec. that they had not been able to stay in Edinburgh and 
(o to a cinema. Later most of the young people went. to the cinema 
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the tent being up by 7.30, the evening performance 


on, but as there were only about a dozen potential 


queve, the show was called off. 


to do excenpt cinema or pub. 
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Tuesday, the matinee was put off, and 
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Week's routine, contd.) “ae 


only the 7.30 showwas given on account of the rain, and the 
sudience beins so poor. Thus out of a three day stand in Dalkeith 
only one performance was given. 
down, and on Wednesday morning the showtravelled 5 miles to 
Prestonpans. The audience here was mainly children, -— a very 
poor place with no recreation for artistes. The tent was taken 
Gown the same night, and on Thursday the show transferred to 
Haddington. There was heavy rain here, and the tent went up under 
difficulties. Yuring the week Ethel Robinson made a tri 


the next large town re petrol ration etc. Reco went to ijdinburgh 


Zoo to see if there were any animals for sale. 

At Haddington and Gullane the audience varied very little. 
There were not good houses, owing to the rain etc. and at Hadding— 
ton it was a Bank Holiday. No one could go anywhere or do any 


thing, - there was nothing to do. 

Every other night or so, when the circus is going to a l 
vown, the horse-meat wholesaler at Glassow is 'phoned and asked to 
deliver a certain amount of meat for lions to the railwey station. 
Horses are put out to graze. If the circus is not in an enclosed 
field, Mr Cook goes round to see if there is anywhere for hire 
fit for the horses. If it is raining, the ring horses are put 
into the horse tent, but the others are left out. Bears, rabbits 
monkeys etc. are fed onwaste food from the waggons. The Cooks 


take care of the dogs, as they are their dogs ! Bears are fed 


onstale bread and sour milk etc. Judy, Reco's pet chimp is fed 
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first house poor. efore second house tentmen were sent into 
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itine for them before starting performemce, as after the first 
ct (Blondini) the li Of have to be taken from the ring. 

At 7450, Reco made the foillowi anouncement over the micro- 
phone: "Ladies and gentlemen, I am sorry about the delay, but 
some of our m iow there's a \ on, and some of our men have 
gone to the town for over an hour now, and not wishing to spoil 
the performance for you we were waiting till they came back. Ags 
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cage, and Tommy Ross (one of the clowns) was sitting holdings takes 
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and operating the pulley for the high wire. SBlondini entered and 


proceeded with act. Half-way through . Jimny, one oO 
the ring, 
enteredf and took his standat the tunnel trap-door. Reco stopped 
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the tentmen, 


in the centre of the wire to announce "Ladies and gentlemen, here 
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1s one of our men wno knows that there's a war on. He's jus$ returnec 
and will he bloodywell hear about it afterwards. My God, how people 
take advantage of the war !" 

At the tent door, Mrs Reco, Ethel Robinson and Norah Ross. 

Ethel: "It doesn't take them all this time to go for petrol". 
llay Recos "No, they're in the bloody chip-shop, - forgotten 


all about the Circus by now". 


Dp 


r.S. The cage, taken down by three of the clowns and Bernaré, 


Reg Robinson, one tentboy and Bed the mechanic, was digmantled 
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door. Blondini had difficulty in 


sing along wire with long iron bar (12 ft), and used umbrella for 
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most of the act. 


feet only, 


he did not use the long bar, 


not sate. 


Five horses were a little bewildered by pole, but eve 


was all right except for 


pedestals for horses. 


Did not do blindfold act, — shopping baskets on 


andhad to manoeuvre bar past pole For the head stand, 
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just the short fixed bar, which was 
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2, slight muddle about position of 


Ground so wet and muddy during hand balancing act on chaire,- 
in which two chaire are placed on table, and Amar etends on backs 
of chairs and places the two back legs of two other chairs on to the 
top backs of the chairs already on table, and does a hand stand on 
the chairs placed in such « precarious position (seesketoh), - whi} 
putting chairs up, they slipped, and he managed to jump on to his 
feet on the ground. Next time he slipped, and fell down on #6 his — 
head. Belle, hie partner, seeing blood, thought he had hurt hie 
shoulder, and decided to discontinue the act. Actually he out his 
head. Bernaré said "if it hain't been for the blood making such a 
mess of my waite shirt and white flannels, I should have continued 
the act, but they're the only white flannels I have with me, and it. 
would mean missing subsequent shows, or performing without any 
trousers". 

The last time Bernard fell, he fell on hie legs. It was ine | 
music hall, ad he eut hie trousers and hie leg, but went on with . 
the act. When he did a further balancing act, the flap of the torn 
trousere hung down, and the audience gasped at the sight of a cut 
leg. After the whow a certain famous band leader who had been in — 
the sudience went backs tage and asked Bernard if he hat another 
pair of white flannele with him. Bernard had not, and the music! 
presented him with a very fine paty of Deke, which he would not Ad 
allow Bernard to pay for. i 

Belle had to take them up about an inch at the bottome, 
Bernard wae well pleased. He euggested to Belle that they 
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@ stronger bar made for it, and ueing it for hand ba 


among the audience. Belle wae not in favour. Afterwards Bernaré 
tried to get hie flannels invisibly repaired, vut the cost was 
estimated at 50/=. Eventually Belle made a very good job of it, 
and charged him £1. 

‘There is a story of a trombone which Bernard purchased in a 
provincial tom, while touring the halle, with the idea of having 
The 


idea never came to anything, ae he could never remember to take it 
to have a stronger bar put in. He tried to learn to play it, and 
both Belle and he gleaned quite a good bit of amusement from it. 
Belle resented it eae an extra piece of luggage which hed to sccon 


pany them, and which she 


was obliged toa@rry. She wae very 
pleased when it was eventually left in a train and could not be 
recovered, Her ambition was to have a elarinet and learn to play 

it, but Bernard resented it, as it would be an encumbrance in form 
of luggage once wore, 
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have kept things going inside the tent was unfortunately 


needed outside, as he is the electrician. Ted, the mechanic, could 
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not be found. Reco was fuming about in raincoat and gumboots. 
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The engine was found to be out of Diesel oil. Another otor 


Was brought round to the ring door and Wired up. While they were 


— 


fumbling round trying to find out the trouble, Joyce Lotus tried to 
persuade one of the clowns or tent boys to start a singsong. The 
lights went on for a few seconds, and Manita said "Come ony let's 
get in and get it over". 

Joyce: "It's a good thng we weren't in the middle of the act 
when it happened. It makes you feel so silly". 

Mrs Manita, in reply to her husband: "Don't be so silly. It'S 
the ringmaster's job to decide whether we shall go in or not. He's 
paid to do it. You want to do everyone's job at once, - mind your 


own business !" 


Reco announced through the microphone "Ladies and gentlemen, 


I am sorry about the lights, but the Diesel engine ran short of oil. 


and we ‘ave ‘ad to bring another motor round to carry on with. 
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Thank you !" 

Joyce: "As if they're interested about the lights. He might 
just as well have said ‘The lights just went out in case you didn't 
know !'" 


Mrs Manitas “And they call this a circus !" 


The Manitas carried on with theirect, and all went well. 
Afterwards, De Marne announced: "Ladies and gentlemen, that is the 
end of to-night's performance. Once more, I must apologise for the 
lights going out, and hope you have enjoyed the show. We shall be 
steying here tomorrow for two houses at 4.30 and 7.30. Thank you. 
Ladies and gentlemen, - the King !" 

Joyce Lotus recalled an instance when in Ireland with Duffeys' s 
Circus, the lights failed when the lion tamer was in the cage. He 
refused to leave before they were back in their own cages, as there 
were lions and tigers mixed, and they would probably have fought. 

He carrieo on with the aid of matches and torches until someone 
brought in a flare. Beingafreid of fire, they went quickly into 


their cages. 


 < 


Evemouth: Saturday 9.9.44. 


After thes econd house De Marne and Danny went off for a drink, 
snd came into the field after the tent was down. Danny usually ™ 
loads the Morris with George, assistant tentmaster, but this time 
George, not being able to do it alone, was assisting elsewhere. 
Danny and De Marne loaded it between them, and then returned to the 
trailer. Reco wentacross to the trailer sometime after, and asked 
"Are you in bed, Mr De Marne ?" 

De Marne: "No, of course we're not !" 

Recos “Well, there's heaps more work to be done.!" 

De Mernes “And tomorrow when I'm driving, there'll be some 
buggers miking ![" 

Reco turned to Gordon Cook and said "Tell your father to be 
prepared for the ringmaste#'s job on Monday, and someone else can 
drive the Morris !" 

De Wlarne apparently packed all his dress clothes etc., not 
intending to go unless given a fortnight's notice or money (as is 
usual with circus employees unless under contraft). In any case 
there would still be Danny working in the ring. The following 
morning (Sunday) De Marne did not start the Morris LOrPry Ups and 
Reco went across and said "Is Pat there ?What the hell's the matter 
with him ? We're pulling out". 

Mrs De Marne:"Well, you said yesterday that someone else was 
to do the job of driving and ringmastering". 

Reco: "You know I didn't mean it". 

90 De Marne set off in the Morris, and Ethel towed the bears, 
leaving Mrs De Marne and trailer behind at Kyemouth, intending to 


return for her, but somethings went wrong with her gear-box, and so 


(Eyemouth, contd.) Zz, 


De Marne returned for her. On the road from Bewick to Coldstream 
the Morris ran out of petrol and the trailer sustained a puncture. 
De Marne and Danny walked two miles to a garage, where there was 
no means of carrying 5 gallons of petrol back. The woman gave 
them 1 gallon in a bucket, and they were going to drive back and 
collect 4 gallons, but just as they were about to set off the fus- 
band returned, and they took 5 gallons in achurn. After this the 
puncture occurred. They had trouble in mending it, and afterwards 
they had to buy a new inner tube. By this time it was getting dark, 
and as they had no lights, they pulled into a side road and parked 
there all night. 


Meanwhile the Recos were getting quite worried, and even 


thought that after the quarrel the night before they might have 


decided to leave the circus flat, and had made off with truck and 


trailer. They ‘phoned the farmer to whom the field at Eyemouth 
belonged, and were told the trailer left at 4 o'clock. They ‘phoned 
the police at Eyemouth and Bewick (as the road ran vie Bewick), but 
as they passed through Bewick everyone was in church, and hardly 

a soul saw them, so they could get no information. 

The next morning (Monday) they arrived at Coldstreem and ex- 
“plained the situation. Mrs Reco said that in any case Jimmy (the 
tentman) had better eat with Ethel Robinson, as Mr@ De Marne 
never punctual with meals, and yesterday (Sunday) Mre Robinson hed 
fed him. 

Now as I write this, the following seraps of conversation 


n ae aa ls : ee eee ‘es i PR rear, ake camer | Smear ~ 
(or dissension) in raised voices reach me from the tent: 


De Marne: "I'm giving my notice in. I can't work hard like 
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General breakdown on road between Greenland and Earlston,. 
Tractor pulling Diesel and Ross trailer, as they were out of 


Diesel oil. 

Pinah Lotus, Joyce's husband, having finished circusing this 
season with Rosaine’s, joined Joyce in Scotland to be with her un- 
til end of Reco tour. Arrived in Earlston early for breakfast 
at local hotel. During breakfast he took cash for 6 bookings, 


obtained lift in a car, and set out to meet Joyce on road. He 
transferred his bags to Manita'ts truck and travelled back to 
Earlston with them. 

There was a general stop on the road at 11.30. Tillings, 
Bedford, Albion, Tractor,e# i.e. Reco's, Cooks’, Manitas', Reg's, 
Ross's, - all families had tea and a snack before continuing the 


journey. Myre Reco suggested sending the boys to pick mushrooms. 
General joke about pronunciation of mushrooms (muckrooms). 

Pinah Lotus passed cash for bookings over to Joyce. Reco, 
watching, called out: "Is that all he gives you ? What a husband, 
working all the summer, and he gives you a few bob like that |" 

Joyce replied to the effect that she wasn't so slow; she 
already had his bank—book. 

News was brought back, via Ethe® Robinson that "The field 
was much too small, and 1¢ would be impossible to get even one 
pole tent up". 

Mrs Reco said "Well, no show to-day if the mechanic doesn*t 


do his job. All the trucks will go off to a garage, so that when 
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we go on the road tomorrow, we shan’t all break down". 

(This, or some thing similar, is said every time there is a 
breadown on the road}. 

On arriving at the field Reco, disgusted, promptly went in 
search of another, which he found beyond a level crossing. He had 
to unload trucks outside the field, and equipment had to be taken 
through by the men. The trailers were parked on either side of 
the railway track, and some on the original field. A one-pole 


tent was erected, - no first house. Four waggons, - i.e. the 


monkey waggon, in which Lottie and Iucy sleep, with only one wheel 
(the other belonged to Tommy Ross, who took it back for his own 
trailer, as one of his others was punctured at Greenlaw); the 
lion waggon, Hiltons’ trailer and De Marne‘s trailer were left 
behind at Greenlaw, Ethel brought in De Marne’s trailer first, 


after the bear waggon broke down and had tobe repaired before 


returning for iilton’s. The first waggon to enter the t ent 
field stuck, owing to a dip in the ground just beyond the gate posts 

At the 7.50 performance the lions were not in. The tractor 
should have returned for them, but it ran into a wall, and had to 
be attended to before it could go out. It did more damage to the 
wall than to the tractor, knocking the wall down, 

Instead of the Blondini act coming first in the 7.30 perfor- 
mance, it was left until the end, so that the lions would have 
time to arrive. Reco could not entertain the thought of the high 
wire act without the lions. The cage was built up before 7.30 as 
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as at the 4.30 performance. By 6.30 the lions were still not in, 
and all the other acts had passed. ¥thel had returned for the 
lions, and wasn't back. Reco announced over the ‘mike’ from 
beyond the ring door curtain: "Ladies and gentlemen, you are 
about to see the Grezt Blondini. Now ‘'e usually does ‘is Haect 
on - on <= on top of the lions ~ I mean hover the lions’ cage. 

Now they are very dangerous animais, but have not yet arrived, 
Ladies and gentlemen, it is with great regret that Blondini will 
not perform over the lions as they ~ well, I don’t know what to 
say ~ except Blondini has never per ~ before performed without the 
lions. We wish to spologise to you for the lions not getting 
‘ere in time for you to see them, - owing to a breakdown on the 
road. Ladies and gentlemen ~ thank you. Now Blondini usually 
carries a balancing pole weighing 85 lbs. To-night, as we ‘ave 
only been able to put up one pole in the tent, he will be unable 
to use it, and will ‘ave to perform with an umbrella only. Now 
in a few minutes you will see the Greag Biondini". 


i 


Reco then sprang or hopped into the ring as usual, and straight : 
up the ladder. He performed the first part of the act, i.e. : 


kneeling on wire with umbrella, then used pole for head stand and 
lying on his back. That was after announcing that it would not be 
used. Then he remembered something, and before doing the chair 
act or blindfold act, he returned to the platform at one end of 
the wire and announced: “Ladies and gentlemen, you probably saw 
me in the film *Dark Tower’, where I doubled for Miss Anne Orawford, | 


nt | 
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performing on a wire 85 feet high. Do not think this ies the ° 
‘ighest I have ever performed ete” His speech was ecuivalent 
to that usually made over the mike before he enters the ring. 
From the high wire, and in the first person it does not sound 


g0 impressive, in fact vaguely ridiculous, but for the fact that 


he cannot be heard very well, owing to the noise of the motor, 
or dynamo, operating the lights, 

The lions arrived in the middle of the act, obviously too 
late, as there was no cage in the ring etc., tut Reco said after- 
wards “Why wasn't I bloogywell told ? I*d ‘ave ‘ad them in the 
ring after all." 


Burnt Island 19.8.44. 


The stake holding the high wire was too slack. Blondini 
performed under difficulty. The ground was soft, and the wire 
eoneeuently slackens. | 

Later, during the comedy horse act, the horse bucked and 
threw Gordo! Cook, deputieing for Reco. It then pranced about on 
ite hind legs, trying to kiek Reg Robinson, holding its head, and | 
after kicked out with its hind lege, pinning Gordon to the ring 
fence. Gordon, obvicusly frightened, shouted "Let her go, dad", 
and was able to jump the ring fence out of the way. He obviously 
didn't feel capable of continuing the act, tut owing to Reg and 
Mr Cook acting as if nothing had happened, he was obliged to carry 
on. He wae not hurt, shoulder slightly gra zed. 


20.68.44. De Marne firet out in Morris, followed by Ethel towing 
De Marne trailer. Ethel took the wrong road at the fork, just 
“@uteide Burnt Ielend field, and had to turn round, She almost 
tipped. the trailer over. Manita came to the receue, and helped 
by blocking up the kerb and directing hér round. Thie set-back 
put her in a bad humour, and throughout the trip she complained, 
using bad language, about De Marne not marking the road. (It is 
circus eticustts to mark the road either with grass or chalk). 
Mire De Marne suggested that Bthél should leeve her trailer behind 
in 4 Ethel said a led loin, 
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Afterwards she got out to get some milk, bringing some back for 
Mre De Marne, who begen to weep. Both parties went to Reco with t 
their story; he ignored both tales, diplomatically syiepe thd ade with 
both sides. 

Pitch at Cowden Beath very bad, only patcham on field suitable 
for tent was right in front, so that all waggons had to draw in 
before they could start building up. 

23.9.44. De Marne told by Reco that he must mark the road to 


make it easier. He made up a bucket of wh tewash. Instead of 
Danny getting out and markings with arrows, he splashed it over the 
side of the lorry, ~- not very easy to see, and no trail before the 
corners, just at the begimning of the roads. To find it one had 
to get out and look, so that one might just as well be getting out 
to enguire the way. 

On the trip from Kincardine to Dalkeith, 27.8.44, it rained 
and washed the whitewash away. Since then everyone seems to have 


forgotten whitewash, or the idea of trying to get the road marked 


was abandoned. Maybe this was because it rained every day after 

27th August, but the road could have been easton with grass sods. 
21,8.44. Dance at the Institute of Health in Gowden Beath 

(Mining Town) attended by Lottie (Reco's sister), Inv., Ted (Trans- 

port Manager), tent boys Spanky, Joe, Fatty (clad in white trousers, 

very dirty, and army battle jacket, - no shirt or singlet, Lottie 

gave him her scarf to hide bare chest), George, (assistant t entmaster), 
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Ted and Lottie were the only twoeble to dance. George and the 
tentmen were either s eml-drunk or naturally rewdy. The tentboys 
danced with eachother, or rather, jumped about and ehouted a let. 

Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves. We arrived at 10,30, 
ané left at 12 ofc., when the dence finished. 


Mr ané@ Mro De Marne vicited the Bruee Hotel, Cowden Beath, 
and after one @rink, chatted to the proprietor about the cirous eto. 
They hed treo rounde on the house, and the proprietor gave each of 
us 20 cigarettes md a box of matcher. He promised to vieit the 
show, conversed about horees ete. and prevented Mra De Marne with 
a 2 1b Jug of home-made raspberry jam. Afterwards De Marne said 
"Were'nt we clever to have taken the o14 boy om like that. He 
thinke we own the blooming cireus. Hed a good few drinks out of 
him, didn't we 7? All these Sootoh are alike, ~ so damned clannish,- 
take ‘om on, that’s my motto |" 

They called there the following day and were treated with the 
eame amount of hospitality. ¥r Bruce went to the cireus and paid 
§/~ for a seat, ~ the Re Warnes didn't offer to pay for hing on the 
contrary, they suggested that hic hespitelity wae a sprat te catch 
a mackerel, and he hed hoped to get a free seat. He had given them 
drinka end cigarettes to the value of at least £2 during two days, 
@nd the most expensive seats in the house are 5/-. There wae only 
himeelf and his son-in-law (i.e. 10/+) so it is difficult to see 
where the sprat and mokerel eimile applied. 


Cowden Reath ~ Dunfermline, 21.8.44_ 


The second horse bucked under Reco during the comedy riding 
act, - the first time Reco performed since hie tonsils were ox~ 
- eyneted. After the ehow, the horse was brought back into the ring 
and practised for 30 mirmtes. After working the horse hard, it 
was allowed to rest in the ring wmtil cooled off, in ease it 
caught cold when taken out. Reco tried to make it etand etill, 
quite still, while he performet hie antics, thentried to get it 
te gallop round at an even page. Since then the horses wae in the’ 


ring about four more times, and Reco decided it was impossible for 


him to do the «ct with the horse, #0 the act has been discontimed, 


23.68.44, Travelling from Cowden Beath to Dunfermline, as the 
Vuleen wee out of action it was towed into Dunfermline on the 
night of 22.8.44 by Ethel in the Dennis, but owing to the hill 
was left on the road all night. Ethel returned to Cowlen Beath, 
ae Reg had nowhere to sleep. Ronnie, tentboy (aged about 15) and 
Stanley, midget clown, whe had travelled with Ethel to vlook up 
on halle, as they seid, stayed in the Vulcan all night. Myre De 
Marne was very annoyed about this, as Stanley de under her. care. 
Ghe wae annoyed with Ethel, and with Stanley, and said it was 
entirely Ethel's fault for taking him, but emiled at her end 
blamed Stanley when Ethel. tora hex where he was, Next day, che 
grumbled at Stanley all day, and threatened hin with ne mesle, but 
444 not eat upon her trent, ; 
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23.8.44. Very steep hills. Reco was driving the Tillings 
and towing the lions. He lost control of the waggon on a hill 
at Dunfermline, and the load ran away down the hill. He turned 
a sharp corner in order to pull up. Mrs Reco almost lost her head 
going down the same hill, but just about managed it. 


Ethel broke her gear—box on leaving Cowden Beath, and had to 
be towed all the way to Dunfermline. 


The local newspaper ads. of the circus at Dunfermline annoyed 
~ Reco. Theads. read: 
Captain Dick Foster vresents Reco Bros. Circus. | 
Advence agent: Captain Foster. 

Assistant advance agent: D.W, Parkinson. 

Liontamer: Dick Foster. 

Then list of acts as on bills. 

Dick Foster does not have any naval, military or honorary 

ot title of Captain, - it seems to be an affectation. At Dunfermline 
also the Recos were fined £35, as the advance agents had stuck 


bills where bill sticking was prohibited. 


Reco, during his head stand on the wire, missed his footing 
when trying to get back on the wire after standing on his head. 
1¢ He slipped, and caught hold of the wire, and the pole slipped 


across the lions’ cage. Reg retrieved the pole, and Reco swung 
‘baek on to the wire, and took the pole from Reg, continuing the 


At North Berwick after a wot week-end (sorry to keep harpiz 
on the rain, vut it keeve cropping up, sleosffecte the clirous in 
every conceivable way), lorries could not be started. Reco went 
storming about the field, in a towering rage, ineulting all and 
sundry, throwing hie hat down and jumping on it, and throwing it 
across the field. The lion cage could not be moved at first, as 
it had sunk into the mud, De Marne set off with the Morris, and 
was first to arrive on the field at Dunbar. Ethel Robinson wae 
stuck om the road with the bear waggon; the front axle had twisted — 
right round and jammed on to the towbar. After tugging ané pulling 
to no avail a blackemith was called to assist. "Everybody arrived 
late. Mre De Marne's trailer was towed in by Ethel Robinson, who 
returned for it after fixing up the bears, Mre De Marne was cooking 
breakfast at 4.50 pom. It was raining so hard thet it wae impos 
sible to put the tent up. The tentmen made a fire for themselves 
in a bucket, and dried off their clothes. Reco stamped and raged, 
and said "How we've lost £70 here to-day, and everyone is going te 
fix their trailers ané lorries up 20 thet we don't ‘ave this bloody 
delay again". 
The De Marnes’ trailer had been leaking through the window 
frames, and through the walle and roof, All attempts to fix it up | 
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were hopeless. At 7.50 p.m. the tentmen were given a pint of 
tea, a few slices of bread and marge and a hunk of cheese each. 
They then went off to the cinema. This was their first meal of 
the day. ‘They had been given a mg of cocoa at 6 p.m., and had 
had nothing since then. 

Lottie and Imey, who had hitherto been sleeping in the monkey 
waggon, found digs, and took the entire Reco family back for baths. 
The tentmen returned at ll p.m. and asked Ethel Robinson fer 
@upper. She was in bed, and asked them "What the bloody hell do 
you think this ie, - a enack bar ? If you think I'm preparing 
food for you in the middle of the night, you've made a great 
mistake !* 


scel eous, Sept 


Some time ago Fatty the tentboy had touched a lady’s leg 
as she sat in the 2/6 seats in the audience. The seats are planks 
placed across stands, and by walking round underneath the seats 
one can see the legs of the women in the audience. The blindfold 
Blondini act was in progress, and as the audience had been requested 
to be perfectly quiet she didn't say a word, butafterwards went 
round the back to complain. Reco sent for Fatty, but became im 
patient. and went off, saying in an undertone "I'd ‘ave done it 
myself if I'd ‘ad ‘arf a chance". 

The woman said to Fatty several times "Did you have a sudden 
urge ?" 

Not understyding what she was talking about he kept quiet, 
and having a naturally sullen look about him she thought he was 
sulking. After explaining what she meant by asking if he had an 
urge, she said "Well, next time you get a similar urge, just roll 


up your trousers and touch your own leg, will you ?" 


Advance agents Dick Foster and Ned Parkinson had a lorry 

breakdown between Kirkkilloch and Milchye. They were unable to 

get a tow reépe, so, while Parkinson was trying to borrow one, 
Foster sent a small child into a farmyard to pick up one that he 
saw lying in the yard. Three towns further on they were both 
picked up by the police for stealing the rope from the farmer. On 
being searched they were found to have £410 in single one pound 

notes between them. The police suspected them of having committed 
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a robbery, and made appropriate enquiries. They spent the 
night in the police station, and were each fined £10 for taking 


the tow rope without permission. 


23.8.44. At Dunfermline the first day both houses were 
full despite the bad weather, and the field being about 1 mile 
from the main part of the town. It wes billed as being in the 
"Féaedd edjoining Beveridge works", but no onw seemed to know 
the factory by that name. 

24.8.44. Still at Dunfermline. At the beginning of the 
second house 300 people were turnedaway. Mrs Reco would willing- 
ly have seated them on the grass between the front seats and the 
ring fence, but as they were stsying another day this would have 
been abad advertisement. The following day about 150 people 
were squeezed in on the grass etc. Reco could have stayed on 
another day, was offered the field for next day and told that 
people in Kincardine (where the circus was going) usually went 
into Dunfermline for shopping on Saturday. His attitude was that 
as he was billed there the people would get shépping over quickly 


in order to get back for the cireus. Difficulty in transport made 


matinee at Kincardine impossible, and thesecond house was very 


poor, so the circus might just as well have stayed at Dunfermline. 


25.28.44 Dunfermline. The ring was very dusty; no grass 
where the tentwas erected. During the Liberty Horse act black 
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dust was flying everywhere. The tentmen should have dampened the 
ring, but as they s eem to have no initiative, and no one had 

given orders, it was not done. Two of the horses were frightened 
by the cloud of dust, and jumped the ring fence. The tentmen 
rusheé to get them, they were almost among the audience. Mean- 
while Cook, who was in the ring, was shouting to nobody in par- 
ticular to open the door of the ring fence for the horses to 

enter the ring. The tentmen could not, as they were busy catching 
the horses. Theyeventually returned to the ring, and the act 
continued. After the act Mr Cook shoulted at Mr De Marne in 

front of the audience (i.e. in front of the ring door curtain) 
about "not having the bloody ring fence door opened for the horses 
to re-enter the ring, and it is your job to give orders like that, 
you're ringmaster, - I'm just presenting the bloody horses". 


Obviously he was agitated about theact goingwrong at the 
start, and being old he gets a bit quick tempered. 


De Marne: "You come out ‘ere". He took him through the 
curtain, and said "Now don’t shout at me in front of the curtain, - 
if you have any complaints why don’t you call me outside ? You 
should learn to keep your bloody horses under control, not let 
them go galivanting round the bloody tent !" 

Mr Cooks "well, you present the bloody horses". 

He straight away went to Mrs Reco, saying "May, you'll have 


to get someone else to present the horses, I'm washing my hands 


of them". 


She told him not to be so bloody silly, afterwards saying 
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"That's what happens when you have relatives with your show, - 
cen't tell ‘em off, — what can you do ?"* 
Reco: "Well, we shan’t ‘ave ‘em next year, that's bloody 


certain". 


Also at Dunfermline Reco purchased a spray—pump, similar to 
a disinfectant spray, capacity about two or three gallons. Also 
a compound perfume, 1 gill to be mixed with 2 or 3 gallons of 
water. He sent Fatty round the seats to spray the tent. It 
gave off quite a spray, rather like fine rain, capable of ha 
under 


one considerably if directed. Fatty went round spraying mum 


UEatE 8S high seats. The Recos were very derisive, saying 
"There's a bit for your book, - tentman sprays people's behinds !* 


25.8.44 Judy, Reco's pet chimpanzee, who is on show in the 
zoo in a wooden waggon with a glass window front, to-day broke 
She window, and could not be put on show again. Since then the 
waggon has been cleaned out, and Lottie and Lucy, whose waggon, 
the Vulcan, has been sent back to Darlington, have been sleeping 
in it. Judy trevels in a small box about the size of a tea chest, 
in Ethel Robinson's waggon, and during the day is usually chained 
(chain about 8 ft long) in Reco's waggon. 


27.8.44. dust past Kincardine on the way to Edinburgh, 
actual destination Dalkeith, almost every lorry baulked at the 
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hill. At the top of the first part of the hill a road, on an 
incline, cutacross the top of the first road. It was left turn 
to Edinbumgh, so the trucks had to sweep out to the right hand 
side of the road so that they could take the bend, as the road ys 
It was a bare country road, no sign of habitation for at least 500/. 
was sosteep/ Tillings was tewing the bear waggons and the monkey 
waggon. Reg, who was driving the Diesel, as Tommy Ross had been 
left behind, had reached the top of the hill, and was assisting 
Reco to tackle the first part of the hill. The cooks, as usual, 
had made tea on the road, and were just having a cup inside the 
bus. Reco, as usual wearing breeches, gaily checked shirt, bat- 
tered brown trilby and white plimsoles, had been hopping about 
helping others up the hill, returned to take the Tillings. A 
crowd of sent boys were hovering around, ready to block up, usually 
a few moments too late. The Manitas, whose lorry was at the 
bottom of the hill, were waiting about to see if they could help. 
Reg, in blue polo neck sweater, breeches and sandshoes, was lying 
across the mudguard with his head almost inside the angine, zg 
seemingly pushing the works round, when suddenly there was a spurt 
of flame, and general panic reighed. Reco hopped out, and threw 
his hat on the floor, saying "I don't bloodywell care, nothing 
bothers me now. Where's the fire extinguisher ? On the bloody 
Morris ! The fire's here, not on the Morris, why isn‘t the fire 
extinguisher here ?" 

Reg Robinson shouted to the tent-boys to get grass sods, 


instead they rushed about putting dry grass on, and the flames 


® 


Ly 
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leapt higher. Mrs Cook was getting hysterical about her posses- 
sions inside the bus, and grabbed the water can, and was about to 
throw water on the flames when Reco shouted "Doli't put water on it, 
you'll never get the bloody engine to go again." 

After a great commotion, in which everyone talked and shouted 
at once, boys ran backwards and forwards from motor to grass bank, 
barging into eachother, and spilling handfuls of grass all over 
the raad,- the flames were extinguished, or more probably died out. 
Then, after a further rush hither and thither, spreading shovel- 
fuls of soil on the road to keep the bus from skidding, the hill 
was meade, everyone returned to their respective trucks, and the 
journey continued. 

One mile further on, the Bedford engine went wrong, and at 
the same spot the Manitas’ trailer tyre burst. The Bedford 
engine was fixed first, and the Manitas ieft on the road while 


the tyre was taken back to the garage to be fixed. 


Travelling through Edinburgh, Reg# Robinson was picked up 


and asked for his license. This by an oversight had been left 


behind with Tommy Ross. Before the circus reached Kalkeith on 
their 30 mile trek, everyg motor except Ethel Dennis' had been 
held up for something or other. De Marne was seething because 


Parkinson had the petrol in the new Bedford light van, and had 
been tumming up and down the line helping everyone. Inv. was 


in the light Bedford with Parkinson, and eame in for much of De 


Marne*s outburst. De Marne should have filled up the tank with 
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petrol before leaving Kincardine, as had everyone else, but on 
the last mile he ran out of petrol, and, as Parkinson was assis- 
ting the Manitas with the, puneture, which had gone again just 
before they got into Edinburgh, he was not able to take petrol 
out to De Marne. De Marne indulged in a vicious spot of libel, 
bringing up Parkinson's prison record, saying how Parkinson had 
absconded with funds from Patrick's circus. Then they said they 
had obtained a job for Parkinson with R,co, three minutes after 
saying "Wasn't he surprised to see us here, you're right he was, 
mate, never expected to see us again afterwhat we knew about him". 
Parkinson during his assistance to Manita had gone off in 
the van to purchase a spare wheel, which a bystander said he had 
for sale, that would fit. <A condition that he would only well it 
with a number of truck tyres was imposed, and Parkinson paid &4 
for a number of tyres (3 or 4 7). He afterwards found that the 
tyre for the trailer would not fit, as the three holes were xz 


wrongly spaced. 


At Dalkeith the houses were very poor. The advertising in 
the town was bad, and as Kelly's circus had been there a few 
months previously no one was very much interested. The proprietor 
of the Cross Keys, the only hotel in the town, was unaware that 
there was a circus in the town until 9 p.m. of the last day of 


the circus * visit. 


horse slipped on the wet grass, as the girth broke. Emmie hurt 


(Mise. contd.) 8. 


Dalkeith, 29 8.44. Talbot Cook and his daughter were at the 
circus, having visited Reco they were given complimentary seats 

in the 5/-. Talbot Cook is not related to the Cooks with this 
show. They are very old circus people. At one time he had a 
circus (permanent) in Edinburgh. All of his children were very 
good riders. One year they sank the ring and were able to fill 

it with water. The horses, complete with riders, entered the 

tent at the top of the ‘chute, slipped down into the water and 
Swam across, getting out the other side, and going round the 
outside of the vii. This apparently caused a great stir, and was 


very good advettisement. 


29.8.44. Dalkeith. Reco slipped from the high wire, wire between 


his legs, grazed his arm, otherwise quite O.K. Emmie Cook's 


her ankle a little, but was out helping to fold the wallings when 
the tent was being taken down. Cook had tightened the horse's 
girth himself before it went into the ring, so was unable to 
grumble at the stable boys. 

some time ago Peter Hilton,one of the Three Hiltons, during 
@ back flip ricked his knee and was left behind in hospital for 
a week. The back flip was performed from Bobbie's hands. He 
stood on Bobbie's hands, and Bobbie threw him up into the air 
quite highs he turned a back somersault and landed on his feet. 


On this occasion he lost his balance. Since then he has been 
unable to do the trick. Bobbie says it's quite easy, but he's P.?.0 © 
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About six weeks ago (while finds wae here) the ring horse 


Sally, belonging to Reco, wandered on to a railway track, and hit 
its shoulder against a post, paralysing its leg. Attempts were 
made to assist it to recover, but eventually it had to be shot. 
Mre Reco and the children, Mre Cook and Emmie all shed tears 

~ gbout it, and were miserable for days. Apparently it was an 
excellent ring horse, very well trained, and was used for bareback 
riding and comedy riding. After ite death two different horses 
wore used, one for Emmie Cook and another for Reco in a comedy 
riding act. Both horses inclined to buck, but the comedy horse 
has been given up. He was fairly good at first. Gordon Cook was 
doing the act, as Reco had just been ill (operation on tonsils) 

» but since then he has become worse instead of better. 

According to Mrs Reco and Mrs Gook Sally would permit anything, 

skipping on her back etc. being quite easy. 


Hiecellaneour Anesdotes. 


Fatty, one of the tent boys, went out at lunch tine aut 
returned drunk, end lay down on the grass benk. Reg Robinson, 
the tentmaster, beat him, punching him all over the body. Fatty 
went to Reco to apologise for being @runk, and told Mre Reco 
thet Reg had beaten him, and he felt ill. Ethel Robineon was: 
there when he was telling Mre Reco, and . took him aru put him to 
bed in her waggon. At the start of the evening performance Mre 
Rego told Reg about it in no uncertain language. 


To-day on calling aththe P/O for mail, Ima and Beryl were 
told that each person must collect their own. When roe Reco was 
told, she eaid: "Well, if they can't send them down to the field 
they muct send them back. I don't worry, they're probably all 
bilis, anyway". 

Joyee Manita said: “fhe stingy lot of bugzers, eM r12 tell 
She went to the P/O and returned with all the mail. On 
being asked how she did it, she said "You don't know how to go 
about it. I just went in, and asked for Reco's Cirous mail. 

The girl said ‘What name ?', and I s&id *I've told you, ~ Reoo’s 
» and she gaid ‘'] can’t let you have any butyour own’, eo | 
I sald "Is it o/o G.P.0, or o/o Cirous ?' and she said ‘c/o Circus 
so I told her that she had nothing to do with it except pase it 
over to the Circus, and it wae the duty of the Port Office, veing 
as it was 0 near to the field, to deliver 1t on to the field, = 
OF Pree mm Ate girls, ee oer wee ae fe, 


‘em", 


ux, it was 8" tinder water. The lions’ eage was sunk in the mad — 
wp to ite axles, On trying to drag it out, it tipped sideways — 
et an angle of 4s°. Joyce said, when relating the incident laters 


(Mise, aneodotes conta.) 2. 


12.9.44. To-day the lions’ cage could not be moved. The 
pitch was on a river bank, and the week before, the loeale told 


"Good God, I was ready to jump thet river if the thing tipped 
Fight over, for fesr of the lions getting out. They're not al-' 


together playmates, you kmow". 


Ethel Robineon was towing the bear waggon and Hilton's treiler, : 
and at first she stuck at the top, It war the first time her | 
bus has ever refused to take a hill, ané she was rather pleased 
thet it was @ narrows treet, and she would cause a sensation by 
blocking the road. She sent Mr Hilton back to ask Reg to bring 
the tractor and towher up. Beryl suggested taking off the Hiltons’ 
trailer, buat Ethel wouldn't hear of euch a thing. A saloon car 
etood at the opposite kex® vor a while, amd thendecided to try 
passing by mounting kerb, Meanwhile Ethel screamed at him "Tou 
can't ado it. I*ve got a bear waggon behind here. You'll knock 
the cage and they'll all be out. You silly looking bugger !* 

The driver's reply wae “I've been driving for 50 years, « 

don't tell me what I oan do and what I cgn{t. I can’t wait here 
_ Bthel shrieked and imprecated after him, which he completely | 

ignored, About 10 minutes after this ineident, Tomy Rose arrived 


’ - - 
: : ie ge UR a 
% £3 ah Mine fa att hee, 
; Pages ih alsa Win Se 
> ¥ do he Kata : = 
4 fy - eh f ik i nt SP ie 
hd Kae. - PAret Sa Reeth, e SET 
A : : ier Ly ‘ Wy $5 Oe ne i 7 
‘ 


(Mico. anecdoter, eontds ) 3, 


with the Diesel, but could do nothing to help. Then a light lorry | 


passed on the pavement on the same side, but going in the 
opposite direction to the saloon car, ~ i.e. the same way as the 
bus. Ethel felt him tip her Mme ac he passed, and shouted "01, 


you, ~ you tipped my bloody bus, you can't do that to me. If x 
you've done any damage I'll ‘ave yer for it, I will an’ all 1" 
The lorry driver pulled up round the corner, and got out and 
started to walk back toward the bus, wmtil he realieed that she 
wae making a song about nothing. Ee then started to return to 


his lorry, telling her to keep her mouth shut, and not to block | 
the road, and she wouldn't g.t her bus knocked. 

Ethel: ® Oh, go and shit youreelf, you bloody fool, - I 
can't bloodywell help standing here making an obs$ruction if ay 
me won't go, can I?" The followed a further string of obsceni- 
ties. The lorry drove off, and ao passenger bus drew up behind 
foamy Ross, The drivervent in seargh of a policeman, rho teld 
her that she met endeavour to move, She tried once more after 
a clight argument. She couldn't move, 90 was obliged to uncouple 
the Hiltone’ trailer, take the hill, and the boys had to push the 
trailer up the hill and couple it up egain. 

Ethel brought in the bears ané the treiler, and returned for 
Mrs De Marne's waggon. Mre De Merne hat left the waggon and gone 
to the foot office at Duna, so Ethel brought the trailer in, 
coupling and uncoupling on her own. 


Meanwhile no one had fed, or even given ea @up of tea to 


| 
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ied ao tie te tiles, ‘Tate sa iii an tt 0 hee to ae 
im, and the ccoupante of the trailer are on the field, someone — 
will usually give them ecometiing, if only a cup of tea and bread 
and butter.¢axgx When lire Reoo was stuck on the road with the 
trailer, Mre De Marne gave Reeo breakfast. Mre Cook cent an > 

eae over, but Mre Be Marne cooked egg and bacon, and made a pot 
of tea. On another ocession Hiltene’ trailer wae Late. and Mire 
Reco sent the Hilitone am jug of tea and some bread and butter. 
The Dermrnes were extremely peeved about thies and when Mere : 
De Marne returned about 1 ofc there wae @ grand family neg about 
it. However, they had breakfast, and later in the afternoon Mr : 
‘De Marne gave notice, and Reco told him he couldn't until Saturday. 
There wae quite a set~to (you've had a bit of this conversation 


already). Reco apparently eaid "If you were a fife man De Marne 
I’a punch you on the bloody nose”, aleo "You could be with any 
other cireué in England, end I doubt whether you'd get half the 
money I’m paying you !* 
Reco 414 not accept the notice, and De Marne stayed, 
During the taking dow of the tent, - 9.30 - 10 p.m, - 
it was getting dark, and Reeo was playing with a “ueen pole 
(second largest pole to the tent ~- will explain the tent some 
other time), i.e. carrying it vertically inetead of across his 
shoulder, In the dark he thought he was tripping over something, — 
and turned it towirde Reg Robinson, who was carrying & ueen pole 4 
‘geross hie shoulder.’ It fell eerese Reg's pole, and slid dom = 


(Mise. anecdotes, contd. ) 5. 


the slope and landed about 4 yards away from De Marne, who said 
to Danny: “Come on, aon, « it's too bloody dangerous working in 
the dark’, 
He war frightened by the pole coming.so close, and at the 
game time thought Reco might have done it on purpose. He returned 
alone to hie trailer. Reco followed hin a few minutes after te 
apologise, and they had a quiet chat and a cup of tea together, 
and ell previous disruption seems over. q 
(Does seem a dit *Peg's Papet don't you think 7? Further 
inetalment next week 1!) 


Auguet 1944 
scellane ecdotes. 

A story is told of the Desmonds, who were here and left 
about 2 months ago. 

Desmond was Rinemaster and magician; his wife used to lie 
in a coffin with hardly any clothes on, while he sawed through it. 
He was an extremely jealous man. He used to introduce her as the 
Beautiful Elsie, which was the joke of the circus, as no-one else 
could see that she was even remotely good-looking. He would not 
allow her to leave their wagon andmix with the rest of the circus, 
but in the ring he preterded to be extremely broad-minded. She 
was in the pay—box, which is in the back of the Tillings. The 
bus converted into a home, inhabited by the Cook family, - Gordon 
Cook, Stanley Mason and Ted, the Transrort Manager, - occupied 
the back of the bus, but thiss ection was rsed as pay-box during 

the day. Ted on this occasion had been out working on the ad- 

vance agent's van for two days, and had returned and gone to bed. 
Elsiewent into the "pay-box", and was so disgusted to see a man 
asleep there that her husband gave his notice in to Reco. 

They hed six sons, who used to go round the tentafter a 
performance, picking up used programmes, ironing them out, and 


reselling them on their own account. 


(Miscellaneous aneddotes, contd. ) Ze 


August 15th. Ringmaster asked to announce the loss of a purse 
belonging to a member of the audience. He did not do so, but 
afte: a time, before the performance was over, one of the tent 


boys handed it in to Reco's wagon, and it was returned to owner. 


There is a joke among the tentmen when e new cireus hand 
comes on to the scere, about the Key of the King Pole. It is 
rather like sending someone for a bucket of steam, but eae little 
more obscure. If you were tosee the King Pole, with all it's 


paraphernalia, . key to it would be quite feasible. 


(Miecellaneous anecdotes, contd.) 3. 


Reeo when in film studios hed an agent called Ray, who knew 
very little about circus life etc. During the making of "Dark 
Tower" the director would ask Rey about a technical circus point, 
he would walk away, saying "Let me see". As soon as he was out 
of sight he would run to Reco, Reeo would tell him, he would run 


beck, then walk pensively over to the director and tell him what 


Reco had suggested. 
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(Miscellaneous anecdotes, conta. ) 4. 


During the season there has been a great deal of mischief, 
and no one has any itea who onnld have done it. Water hes been. 
put into the petrol tants of the lorries, The lorries would be 
filled with petrol overnigcht, and | the next morning when they 
atarted up they would find water instend of petrol, or tea Leaves 
in the water t ank eto. 

On one occasion the King Pole ropes were cut. while the tent 
is being put up or taken Gown, one pole is nut up and guyed at 
about four different pleces with agrong rope, and the other pole 
is raised, using the firet pole for support. While taking it 
down one day, the main guys were cut and both poles fell to the 
grounc, one of them hitting Reg Robineon on the heat (moreof 
this later). 

Reeo went to the extremity of engaving an old man aged about 
65 es night watchman, to see that no more damage could be done | 
during the night. The following dey, after the watchman had been 


engaged, someone was found knitting in the audience (this being 
ageinst cireus etiavette), and thet night the watchmen fell dead. 
He apparently died of heart failure, and it was disclosed at the 
inquest that he had been suffering from some disease of the heart, 
but all of the 014 cireus artistes (excluding the Monitas and the 
Amers, who are not superstitious) said it was directly caused by 
the knitting in the tent. 


fhe waisority ef the circus people consider that there is a 


hoodoo on the cirous this season. ‘The expression “Jonah” used 
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(Miscellaneous aneedétes, contd.) 5. 


implies that he/she brings the circus bad luok. 


firs de Mare to Reco: 
isn’t a bit of a Jonah”. 
Reco (non~comnitally ) 


with me next year”. 


"T] wouldn't be surprised if Manita 


"Well, I don't intend to have him 


< 


